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Helpful 

Dear Friends, 
 September is here and I am filled with gratitude to God for the ways that I have been able to see God at work in this body of 
believers even in the midst of difficult circumstances.  Let me share just a few of the reasons for which my cup is overflowing. 
 During a time when we and other churches have experienced and are experiencing an extremely difficult period of life brought on by 
a global pandemic, we have never ceased to be the church of Jesus Christ in this community.  We have continued to worship week by 
week, first online, and then both online and in person.  What a great joy it has been for me to see many of you returning to worship as 
you have felt comfortable doing so.  It is obvious that you are happy to be back because I’ve noticed that you are hanging around to visit 
long after the worship service has concluded.  That’s okay!  I want you to stay as long as you want.  I get it, we have been starved for 
fellowship.  We have also continued to engage in the ministry to which God has called us.  We have continued to do what we can do to 
“love God…love others…and serve the world.” 
 I’m grateful we were able to pivot quickly to provide online worship which has brought us not only into the homes of our members 
but also into the homes of people we would never have otherwise reached.  We have had at least one person who worships with us 
regularly from overseas and many who are joining us from other states.  I often think of unintended consequences, and this is an example 
of a really good unintended consequence.  I’ve heard from many of you that you have relatives who have profited by being a part of our 
online worshiping community.  There is a sense in which this has caused us to broaden our horizon concerning what kind of church we 
can be.   
 This leads me to express how grateful I am for our wonderful staff and the incredible volunteers who have been working tirelessly 
especially over this past year.  From caring for our facility, to facilitating online small groups, to taking care of all the technical aspects of 
broadcasting a worship service, to being here to help with worship in ways that go above and beyond what anyone could expect.  We are 
blessed to have so many with such a deep commitment to the Lord and His work and who share their gifts freely. 
 I’m grateful for the incredibly talented group of folks who led our search for both an Associate Pastor and a Co-Pastor who would 
eventually become Senior Pastor.  Who looks for a pastor during a pandemic?  They undertook this task with great diligence and 
commitment and prayer.  They spent hours and hours reading and interviewing and discussing the multitude of candidates who applied 
for one position or the other.  I believe it was a magnificent work of the Holy Spirit who brought this diverse group to the place where 
they could unanimously recommend the two candidates who we now know are Molly and Kris.  They each bring an obvious love for the 
Lord and His church as well as great commitment and talents and gifts to the work of God to which they have been called at Triangle 
Grace.   I never would have dreamed that our PNC/APNC could have completed their work in the time frame in which they did and with 
such marvelous results. 
 I am both grateful and excited for who the Lord has brought to work with us at Triangle Grace.  Molly is already integrating herself 
into the life and ministry at TGC.  Many of you have already had opportunity to hear her teach in VBS and preach or lead worship on 
Sunday mornings.  Her gifts and abilities are far beyond what I would have expected from one so new to pastoral ministry.  I am excited 
to see how she will continue to work with and develop our adult education and small group programs.  She will also pick up more 
teaching responsibilities as time goes on.  I consider it a great gift to have someone on the pastoral staff with such knowledge and insight 
particularly in the Old Testament. 
 It has been nothing less than a delight to meet and begin to get to know Kris, Laura and Tabitha Perkins.  I will look forward to 
opportunities to meet the rest of their family in days to come.  Kris and I have already begun meeting to think about how we will work 
through the transition that will eventually lead to my retirement and him becoming senior pastor.  We both readily admit that neither of 
us have done this before but we both believe we are up for the challenge and believe it will lead to the best possible transition.  I already 
have begun to see in him a humble, servant’s heart that will serve this congregation well as we enter the future God has for us.  He is 
gifted in ways that I believe will help Triangle Grace become more and more the part of the body of Christ that we are meant to be.  I am 
especially happy that I get to see this begin while I’m still laboring in this field of ministry that I love so dearly.  I am hopeful that other 
churches in our Presbytery may see what we are doing as a helpful and promising model of pastoral transition.   
 Finally, I am filled with gratitude for you who remain faithful to the Lord whether you are attending in person or joining worship 
online.  I am grateful for the quiet ministries in which you are engaged caring for one another through calls and visits, meals, small groups 
and prayer.  Keep up the good work as together we look forward to the day when once again, we can all gather together and feel safe 
doing so.   
 
Together with you on this journey of faith, 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION ZOOM CLASS! 
 

Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes 
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    Educating Disciples:  Hybrid Class 9:45 AM beginning September 12 
Facilitator:  Sue Verrillo   Location: Fellowship Hall A 

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  Hybrid Class 9:45 AM beginning September 12 
Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps  Location: Fellowship Hall B 

Beginning September 12, the Fellowship Class is beginning the study “Parables, the Greatest Stories Ever 

Told ” written by John White. White was a well-known lecturer, missionary and author. 

The class will be studying many of the parables. Parables can help us understand some of Jesus’ most 

important teachings. They demand crucial responses from us, just as they did from those who first heard 

them. They call us to examine our world view and our values. Parables illustrate important truths about 

Christ’s Kingdom. 

               Establishing Disciples: Meets via Zoom Thursdays at 7:00 PM 

                                                                          Facilitator: Amie Palmer 

TGC's young professionals' group, is now meeting as a Small Group on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. We are 

currently studying the Book of Proverbs. If you'd like to connect, contact Amie Palmer at 

amie_palmtree@yahoo.com or text her at 919-949-8736.  

Establishing Disciples is tailored to young adults, so anyone in their college-aged years to their early 30s, single 

or married, will feel right at home.  

 Hybrid Wednesday Bible Study   

will resume September 8 

Gospel of John 

Wednesday Nights  In person & via Zoom at 6:00PM  

(except  for Ministry Team Night on the First Wednesday of each month) 

Check your email for the link each week. 

The Educating Disciples class will be starting the new study  on using homiletics to study The 

Gospel of Mark. 

After learning the skill/process of homiletics, members will be sharing their own homiletics 

on various passages in Mark each week. Please join us to add this invaluable skill to your 

lifelong learning. 

We will  transition to a hybrid class - combining in-person and ZOOM on September 12 from 

9:45-10:45 in Fellowship Hall A.  
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This group is currently meeting monthly via ZOOM.  We discuss and share ways to meet the 

needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others while providing 

understanding, support, and fellowship with each other.  Anyone is welcome to participate. If 

you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver distribution list, contact Diane Albert at 

harrydiane@nc.rr.com or text 919-949-1375. 

 Next meeting is September 26 at 2:00 PM 

Refresh, Restart and Renew your spiritual growth 
through in person Sunday Clubs  

SEPTEMBER 12 
Make a fresh start in Sunday Clubs or Sunday School this year at 9:45 am on September 12th. This year’s 

fresh start will include a brief commissioning prayer and blessing for each child as he or she begins the new 

school year (traditional calendar students) or continues the new term (year round students). Classes will 

meet outdoors on our playgrounds, weather permitting, OR in the Family Life Center with face coverings 

and spacing between class groups. Each child will receive a personal note from one of their leaders, 

including the classroom location a few days before! Class locations will also be posted around the building. 

 Newly promoted 2nd graders will have a copy of NIV (New International Version) Adventure Bible 

presented to them during one of the worship services. 

 Sunday Club teachers, youth leaders, Wednesday club leaders, and adult teachers will be 

commissioned and installed during the second service. 

Weekly Sunday Morning Opportunities for Children Beginning September 12th: 

Each Sunday we will offer Care and Share (a bible story) for toddlers through 3 years in the Upstairs Nursery 

Suite at 8:30am and 11:00am. Staffing for the nursery suite includes a paid caregiver and volunteers. 

 

Children’s Worship will be offered for ages 4-9 at each service following the Children’s Message in the Sanctuary. 

Leaders and kids will wear face coverings, and will meet in room 102. Our worship will include getting to know 

each other and God, with a focus on bible study, prayer, games and conversation about how we live as Jesus’ 

followers. 

Serving our families through volunteering on Sunday mornings 

Would you be willing to assist in one of our nurseries or Children’s worship groups? Please contact 

nancy@trianglegrace.org or text or call her at 919-630-1851. If you have not previously completed our background check 

you will need to do so. All information is encrypted and stored in the cloud so no paper copies are stored onsite.  

mailto:harrydiane@nc.rr.com
tel:919-949-1375
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Children’s Worship Option 
3 Years – 3rd Grade 
Until September 12 

 
Face covering are mandatory at this time. 

Check your health before you come:  If anyone in your 
family is not feeling well we invite you to remain at home 
and participate in worship online. 

 

Children’s worship kits:  We do not have 8:30 Children’s 
worship for our 8:30 service at this time but individual 
family boxes have been prepared for you, containing 
pencils, crayons, paper, fidget busters (silent) and worship 
prompts for each week. These boxes will remain at the 
church for the next worship service. 
 
Children’s Worship in the FLC during 10:00 AM Service:  
For Ages 3 years– 3rd Grade. Our worship time will include 
praise music, bible exploration, and application activities.  
Kids will be dismissed to parents from Room 102 after the 
service. 

Nursery until September 12 
 

 

A nursery option for babies through 3 years is provided 
during the 10:00 AM Worship Service each week.  If you 
would enjoy spending time with our littlest family members 
as part of a team rotation please let Nancy know.  

Thank you for donating so many of the school supplies 

our partner school requested! Fayetteville Street School 

staff were thrilled when we delivered the supplies. 

Thanks to Penny and Tom Bitsas for packing and 

delivering. 

Hygiene supplies: 30 tubs Clorox Wipes, plus 7 personal 

packs 

Tissues: 72 large boxes, 20 small boxes 

Whiteboard supplies: 390 Dry Erase markers; 4 Erasers; 

6 bottles cleaner 

Office supplies: 64 packs of 100 Index cards; 21 packs 

paper clips; 215 packs sticky notes; 84 clear tape rolls; 

12 packs card stock (250 sheets per pack); Glue sticks: 

451 

Markers: 175 black sharpies; 15 packs Highlighters; 13- 

10 packs Crayola 

Crayons: 79 boxes 

Pencils: 1006 Colored pencils; 1442 #2 pencils; 24 

Jumbo pencils (kindergarten) 

Pencil accessories: 12 small sharpeners; 630 erasers, 

various sizes 

Scissors: 127 blunt tip for K/1; 26 pointed scissors for 

older kids 

Our clubs for elementary kids will begin the fall session, Wednesday, September 29th. The registration fee is $40 per child and 
includes all musical supplies, snack and other supplies. 
 

 Check out the registration link on our website to enroll your child.  https://forms.office.com/r/PFB5Qn2kGn 
 

What is Wednesday Club? Our Clubs are designed for Kindergarten through 5th grade. This year the program will be open for 
prepackaged snacks and conversation at 5:15, followed by a rotation of activities at 5:30. The activities will include music with Ms. 
Erika (either outside, or in the FLC in small groups) Bible study, games and drama (for 4thand 5th graders only).  The program will close 
at 7:00 pm.  
 
The fall session will meet each Wednesday from September 29th through November 17th.  We will also meet Wednesday, December 
1st for musical practice and pizza party.  Our musical will be presented on Sunday, December 5th.  Families will be invited to our 
musical, either in person or virtually, as determined by group safety. 
 

Call or email Nancy with questions at 919-630-1851 or nancy@trianglegrace.org. 

Fall Wednesday Kids Clubs Opportunities 

https://forms.office.com/r/PFB5Qn2kGn
mailto:nancy@trianglegrace.org
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Varsity & MLY  
September 

1 6:00 - 7:00  MLY Parent Meeting 
 6:30-7:30    Varsity Parent Meeting 
 
8 6:30 - 7:30  Varsity Bible Study 

12 9:45 AM      Fall Kick-off Sunday School begins  
                              (All youth: Varsity Room) 
 1:00-3:30    MLY Kick-off at Jordan Lake (snacks)  see above 
 3:30-6:00    Varsity Kick-off at Jordan Lake (cook out) see above 
 
15 6:30 - 7:30  Varsity Bible Study 

19 3:30-5:00    MLY 
 5:30-7:00    Varsity 
 
22 6:30-7:30    Varsity Bible Study 
 
26 3:30-5:00    MLY (Ice Cream Party) 
 5:30-8:00    Varsity (TBD) 
 

Contact Pastor Jeff for more info 
on youth activities.  

jeff@trianglegrace.org 

“More Bold than Dark Roast”  
Fall 2021 Calendar  
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 Iglesia Food Pantry 

We continue to collect monetary donations as well as food for our sister church 

in north Durham. Last week they served 540 people. Earmark your checks Food 

Pantry.   

Kick-off instruction: 

Bring your child to Seaforth shelter at their designated 

time. Parents can stay if they chose since it’s a drive. 

MLY snacks: 

6th- come enjoy 

7th– bring a sweet snack 

8th—bring a savory snack 

Varsity food will be provided 

Regathering Note 

Our plan is to come in-person for youth 

and our parent meetings. We will offer a 

hybrid option and will email the zoom links 

as needed.  

Sunday School will meet in person and 

may offer a hybrid option as needed 

beginning September 12 at 9:45 AM. 

Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund 

We are supporting Haiti Outreach Ministries through the Terre Noire church, a 

church community located in Cavaillon, near the earthquake’s epicenter to 

provide assistance. You may give through our website choosing the Haiti Relief 

fund or send a check to the church office with Haiti Relief in the memo.  These 

donations will be used for emergency supplies, food, and medical equipment in the 

earthquake stricken area around Les Cayes.    

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for Haiti. 

mailto:jeff@trianglegrace.org
https://mcusercontent.com/ea93562c2c19ccc5a0db27eaf/files/bf49a0b2-aae3-bf5c-1a87-0d09c00f32cd/Fall_2021_Youth_Calendar.pdf
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The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Thursday, September 16 at 11:30 AM in the 

Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devotion. A box lunch will be 

provided. Please RSVP by September 14 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or  

text 919-698-8349.  

Calling All Gardeners (of various skill levels and interests) 

In October 2018, native perennials started being added to the church grounds.  Since 

then, tarps and cardboard have been laid (to kill weedy grass areas without chemicals), 

native grasses have been planted, and the variety of perennials have been enjoyed by the 

birds, butterflies, and various pollinators.  September is a good time to plant native warm 

season grasses.  October is ideal for planting perennials and cool season grasses.  Please 

help! 

If you can sacrifice two hours of your time, it would be greatly appreciated.  Adding native 

grasses and native perennials with deep roots is a practical, environmental way to 

decrease runoff and soil erosion in the parking lot. Increasing the biodiversity of the 

church property is a way to thank God for all the incredible things he has created. 

If you can help with digging/drilling holes, transplanting, planting, mulching, etc., contact 

facilities committee member Julia Bales at julialovesmocha@gmail.com or (919)360-9092. 

On September 12 we are shifting our service times to 8:30 and 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings. At 

this point we plan to have both services in the sanctuary. Our discipleship hour will begin at 9:45 

AM.  If you are ready to come back to in person worship but prefer less people, at this point the 

early service may be your best option. We will also have Sunday Worship every Sunday at 11:00 

AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on the LIVE STREAM page on our website 

each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons page at any 

time. Remember to refresh our website if you are on before 10:50 AM. Feel free to share our 

Livestream link with those you'd like to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" our 

livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of the Gospel with a world that needs to 

experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might benefit from joining us on 

Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!  

mailto:bethmurphy228@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Triangle-Grace-Church-108184269222832/
https://trianglegrace.org/live-stream/
https://trianglegrace.org/blog/
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3 Julia Bales 

 Howard Plemmons 

 John Watson 

4 Steve Christopher 

 Phil Ficks 

 Reagan Roeber 

5 Jeff Spainhour 

 Arles Taylor 

6 Dusty Ellington 

7  Reid Mario 

 Jose Monzon 

11 Lindsay Jane Cole 

 Barbara Pohlman 

12 Bailey Shadoan 

13 Deanna Hamilton 

 

24 Tim Shafer 

 Roberta VanDalen 

25 Margaret Gates 

28 Allan Ward 

29 Jill Pafford 

 Julianne Wesson 

30 Sara Beth Krantz 

14 Ann Nickodem 

 Justin Riley 

15 Brent Hetland 

 Tobin Wojoski 

16 Ginna Messer 

 Tracy Watson 

 Roger Yunker 

17 Ashley Marx 

18 Kathy Tapp 

19 Craig Kornegay 

20 Mark Bullock 

 Alice Gates 

 Theresa-Marie Rhyne 

21 Grant Gibble 

 Hannah Harvey 

22 Turner Sipe 

4 Tim & Amanda Wojoski 

5 Ken & Roberta VanDalen 

7 Won-Kyoo & Mihsong Lee 

9 Detlev & Meredith Riedel 

10 Aaron & Ginna Messer 

19 Phil & Susan  Ficks 

20 Jon & Amie Palmer 

29 Ted & Laura Meyers 

 Leland & Donna Myers 

July Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$84,998  $110,679  $61,891   $84,476   -($22,585) 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$594,988 $774,754  $571,863  $576,200  -($4,337) 
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