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Helpful 

Dear TGCers, 

After so many months of being limited in our interactions because of COVID-19, it is exciting to embark on a new season of ministry in 

which we can gather together for worship, study, and service. It is even more exciting to do that with two dynamic new staff members 

on board! 

I had the privilege of serving as secretary of the pastor nominating committee. In that capacity, I became acquainted with our newest 

pastors, Molly Williamson and Kris Perkins. Karis asked me to take this opportunity to further introduce Molly and Kris to you. 

Molly grew up attending the Presbyterian church in New Providence, NJ. As the daughter of two adult converts to the faith, she was 

steeped in the Bible from an early age. Molly attended a Catholic high school, and she is grateful for 

how that experience strengthened her faith and gave her greater insight into Reformed theology. She 

then went on to the University of Notre Dame, graduating with a double major in English Honors and 

Spanish as well as a minor in theology. Following graduation, she enrolled at Duke Divinity School, 

fully intending to pursue an academic path that would culminate in her being a university or seminary 

professor. Instead, Molly increasingly felt a call to use her teaching gifts in a local church setting. Also, 

in her capacity as a graduate resident in Duke’s department of Housing and Residence Life, she 

identified and cultivated other pastoral skills. Through counseling students, mentoring resident 

assistants, planning events, and carrying out administrative duties, Molly came to see how her gifts 

were well suited to parish ministry. During the pandemic, Molly had additional opportunities to put 

her pastoral gifts to use by teaching and leading small groups at her home church. 

Kris’s calling to ministry came earlier in life than did Molly’s. When Kris was a child in Haddonfield, NJ, his family had a loose affiliation 

with the local Methodist church, but the family did not attend services regularly. Through the 

influence of an aunt who sent him Christian books, a neighbor who hosted backyard Bible clubs, and 

several friends who invited him to church activities, Kris chose to be baptized as an eighth grader. As 

early as his junior year in high school, he began to sense a call to the ministry. While at Lafayette 

College, Kris took on leadership roles in a campus fellowship group and spent summers working at the 

Children’s Fresh Air Home on the Jersey Shore. He was also an outstanding pitcher on Lafayette’s 

Division 1 baseball team and was scoped out by MLB scouts during his junior season. But in order to 

be effective in his leadership role within the fellowship group, he made the difficult decision to forego 

his senior baseball season. Upon graduating from Lafayette, Kris spent five years as the youth director 

at Haddonfield United Methodist Church and also served as the superintendent of the Children’s 

Fresh Air Home each summer. In 1993, Kris and Laura married, and Kris enrolled at Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary to continue his education. His background in children’s ministry made him a natural choice when Park Street 

Church was looking to establish a family ministry program around the time Kris was ready to graduate. 

We are delighted to welcome Kris and Molly to the TGC staff. When Molly hasn’t been busy preparing sermons right out of the gate, she 

has enjoyed renewing friendships with people she met at Duke. Kris and Laura are eager to find a home so they can get settled in the 

area. Their youngest, Tabitha, will soon begin third grade at Trinity School, while Josiah will enroll at Springfield College and Isaiah will be 

a senior at Skidmore College. Daughter Amanda and her new husband will continue living and working in Boston. Thank you, Lord, for 

blessing TGC with these capable, creative, and faithful ministers of the gospel! 

                 Sue Bradley 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION ZOOM CLASS! 
 

Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes 
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    Educating Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 8:30 AM 
                    Facilitator: Sue Verrillo 

Jesus Is the Question. The 307 Questions Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered  

Contrary to some common assumptions, Jesus is not the ultimate Answer Man, but more like the Great 

Questioner. In the Gospels Jesus asks many more questions than he answers. To be precise, Jesus asks 307 

questions. He is asked 183 of which he only answers 3. Asking questions was central to Jesus' life and teachings. In 

fact, for every question he answers directly he asks—literally—a hundred. Jesus is the Question considers the 

questions Jesus asks—what they tell us about Jesus and, more important, what our responses might say about 

what it means to follow Him. Through Jesus' questions, he modeled the struggle, the wondering, the thinking it 

through that helps us draw closer to God and better understand, not just the answer, but ourselves, our process 

and ultimately why questions are among Jesus' most profound gifts for a life of faith.  

 

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 9:00 AM 
                Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps 

Join this class for a short devotional, Bible reading, prayer time and fellowship. 

               Establishing Disciples: Meets via Zoom Thursdays at 7:00 PM 

                                                                          Facilitator: Amie Palmer 

TGC's young professionals' group, is now meeting as a Small Group on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. We are 

currently studying the Book of Proverbs. If you'd like to connect, contact Kevin Mercer 

at kepeme94@gmail.com or Amie Palmer at amie_palmtree@yahoo.com or text her at 919-949-8736.  

Establishing Disciples is tailored to young adults, so anyone in their college-aged years to their early 30s, single 

or married, will feel right at home.  

Wednesday Bible Study   

will resume  

September 8 
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This group is currently meeting monthly via ZOOM.  We discuss and share ways to meet the 

needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others while providing 

understanding, support, and fellowship with each other.  Anyone is welcome to participate. If 

you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver distribution list, contact Diane Albert at 

harrydiane@nc.rr.com or text 919-949-1375. 

This will be extra special gathering as Sue Verrillo will be presenting some highlights on the 

effects of COVID-19 isolation from articles like the one HERE.  

Next meeting is August 8 at 2:00 PM 

Summer Sunday Clubs Outside is taking a break for vacations and visits with families, but don’t take a 
break from prayer and time with God in His Word! We will gather again with sprinklers, pools, water 
games, crafts, Bible study and ice cream! . 

 

Back to School Celebration for Sunday Clubs: 

August 22 at 1:00 PM 

Summer Sunday Club plans  

In pasts years we have called the beginning of our new school year In Sunday Clubs , Super Sunday, but this year we’re calling 

it FRESH START SUNDAY. This year’s fresh start will include a brief commissioning prayer and blessing for each child as he or 

she begins the new school year (traditional calendar students) or continues the new term (year round students). Each child 

will receive a personal note from one of their leaders, including the classroom location a few days before ! Class locations will 

also be posted around the building. 

 Newly promoted 2nd graders will have a copy of NIV (New International Version) Adventure Bible presented to them 

during one of the worship services. 

 Sunday Club teachers, youth leaders, Wednesday club leaders, and adult teachers will be commissioned and installed 

during the second service. 

Refresh, Restart and Renew your spiritual growth through  

in person Sunday Clubs  

SEPTEMBER 12 

Fall Planning and Prayer clusters for Children’s Ministries will meet Wednesday, August 4th on ZOOM 

at 7:00 PM OR Thursday, August 12th at 6:30 PM in person at TGC. We invite you to join us for one of 

these meetings if you are a parent, teacher, team leader or have an interest in spiritual education and 

development for parents and children. Please plan to join us and make new friends and share your 

ideas. Please RSVP to Nancy at nancy@trianglegrace.org.  

Fall Planning Session for Children’s Ministry 

mailto:harrydiane@nc.rr.com
tel:919-949-1375
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/47ED3121405BEF3CC628A2E73E176594/S1041610220000988a.pdf/loneliness-and-social-isolation-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.pdf
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Children’s Worship Option 
3 Years – 3rd Grade 

 
Face covering are optional at this time. Please do what is 
most comfortable for your family as younger children have 
not been vaccinated yet. 

 

Check your health before you come:  If anyone in your 
family is not feeling well we invite you to remain at home 
and participate in worship with our 10am live streaming 
service which will continue indefinitely.    

 

Children’s worship kits:  Individual family boxes have been 
prepared for you, containing pencils, crayons, paper, fidget 
busters (silent) and worship prompts for each week. These 
boxes will remain at the church for the next worship 
service. 
 
Children’s Worship in the FLC during 10:00 AM Service:  
For Ages 3 years– 3rd Grade. Our worship time will include 
praise music, bible exploration, and application activities.  
Kids will be dismissed to parents from Room 102 after the 
service. 
 

Our nursery is open!  
 

 

A nursery option for babies through 3 years is provided 
during the 10:00 AM Worship Service each week.  If you 
would enjoy spending time with our littlest family members 
as part of a team rotation please let Nancy know.  

We are thanking God for your amazing VBS offering 

results! The International/National Planning Team 

suggested that we collect our VBS 2021 offering to help 

provide Bibles for visitors to our sister churches in Haiti. 

God’s WORD is critically important for all of us but 

especially for encouragement and renewal for the 

people of Haiti. With your generous donations we 

collected $2170, which will purchase 108 Bibles at $20 

apiece. 

What an amazing encouragement to those pastors and 

their faith communities. 

Our clubs for elementary kids will begin the fall session, Wednesday, September 29th . Look for a registration link on our 

website coming soon! 

Wednesday Clubs will look different in format but include the same uplifting and fun components. 

Plan A includes the following: Gather in person at TGC at 5 pm for drama for older kids, and recreation for younger kids, 

meet for music with MS. Erika either outside or in one of our larger meeting spaces, and host Bible study and application 

activities in small groups. We do NOT plan to host a meal but will serve an individually packaged snack. 

Explorers: K-1st graders will dismiss at 6:15 and Youth and Kids clubs will dismiss at 7 pm. 

Fall Wednesday Kids Clubs Opportunities 

If you feel led to work with our Wednesday clubs teachers, 

Sunday Clubs leaders, nursery workers or youth leaders 

you will need to complete a background check information 

and authorization form. Here’s the link. The staff also 

invites you to meet with Jeff (for youth) or Nancy (for 

nursery or clubs programs) for an in-person interview to 

get to know your interests and heart for ministry at TGC.  

TGC Background check implementation 

https://www.ministryopportunities.org/trianglepc
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Varsity & MLY  

Upcoming Events 

September 

8 6:30 - 7:30  Varsity Bible Study, 7:30 Ministry Team meets 

12 1:00-3:00  MLY Kick-off at Jordan Lake (snacks) 

 3:00-5:00 Varsity Kick-off at Jordan Lake (cook out) 

Contact Pastor Jeff for more info 
on youth activities.  

jeff@trianglegrace.org 

The Joy of Trailblazing 
SUMMER  2021 Calendar 
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 Iglesia Food Pantry 

We continue to collect monetary donations as well as food for our sister church 

in north Durham.  Last week they served 540 people.  Earmark your checks Food 

Pantry.   

Help us collect school/class supplies for our partner school,  

Fayetteville Street Elementary School!  

Principal Bailey has shared a list of the items most needed to help them kick off the new school year. You can 

find the printed list in the Welcome Center and narthex, along with the collection bins. Items must be brought 

to the church for inventory and delivery no later than August 15th.  School supplies needed below: 

Scissors (Children)                                               

Expo Dry Erase Markers (Regular Black)         

Expo Dry Erase Markers (Colors)                            

White Board Cleaner                                      

Sharpies                                                               

Colored Pencils                                                  

Crayons 

Washable Art Markers (Crayola) 

Highlighters 

Paper Clips 

Index Cards 

Glue Sticks 

Transparent Tape 

#2 Pencils 

Jumbo Pencils (kindergarten) 

Sticky Notes 

Pencils Eraser 

Card Stock 

Kleenex 

Clorox Wipes/ Disinfecting Wipes 

mailto:jeff@trianglegrace.org
https://trianglegrace.org/mt-content/uploads/2021/05/spring-summer-2021.pdf
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We continue to meet  for "in person" worship on Sundays at 8:30 AM in the Family Life Center 

as well as in the sanctuary at 10:00 AM.  We also have Sunday Worship every Sunday at 10:00 

AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on the LIVE STREAM page on our website 

each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons page at any 

time. Remember to refresh our website if you are on before 9:50 AM. Feel free to share our 

Livestream link with those you'd like to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" 

our livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of the Gospel with a world that 

needs to experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might benefit from 

joining us on Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!  

 

The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Thursday, August 19 at 11:30 AM in the Family Life 

Center. Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devotion. A box lunch will be provided. 

Please RSVP by August 17 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or text 919 698 8349.  

Calling All Gardeners (of various skill levels and interests) 

Let our congregation care for the property we are blessed to share with God’s marvelous creation.  How can you 

help? 

- keep the drains clear in the parking lots, pull weeds, donate a hose, water young perennials and native grasses, 

remove an invasive privet shrub, trim bushes, help spread mulch, edge landscaped beds, clean out the five bird-

houses, weed in the courtyard, refresh water sources for the birds, pick up trash, pine cones and sticks, help remove 

invasive honeysuckle . 

Please consider volunteering one or two hours a month. You will probably be rewarded seeing a butterfly, native 

bee, lizard, hummingbird moth, dragonfly or bird. 

Contact Julia Bales at (919)360-9092 cell or julialovesmocha@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Triangle-Grace-Church-108184269222832/
https://trianglegrace.org/live-stream/
https://trianglegrace.org/blog/
mailto:bethmurphy228@gmail.com
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14 Nancy Plemmons 

16 Josh Catlin 

 Leslie Hollingsworth 

17 Bill Robbins 

18 Susanne Anderson 

19 Deborah Snow 

 Doug Steele 

21 Mike Canada 

 Savannah Messer 

23 Jennifer Mario 

 Vicki Mercer 

24 Valerie  Robbins 

 Evelyn Steele 

 Sheree Winstead 

 Teresa Wright 

25 Russell Upchurch 

 Noah White 

 Ryan Doyle 

26 Leah Nelson 

 Susanne White 

 Joe Bustamante 

28 Dan Cato 

29 Melody Rodgman 

 Deb Schumm 

30 Terrye Oakley 

31 Erin Nobles 

1 Riley Sipe 

2 Erika Pawlowski 

 Jill Schultz 

3 Matt  McLaughlin 

 Katelyn Saunders 

7 Michael Kirschner 

 Anne Pearson 

8 Adam Hetland 

 Alvin Oakley 

 Greg Vogel 

9 Knox Strowd 

11 Judy Belch 

 Diane Smith 

27 Rob & Cathy Martz 

29 John & Deb Simmons 

30 Mike & Julia Martin 

  

1 Jonathan & Ashley Marx 

3 Stan & Kristen Cole 

6 Garret & Gail Nelson 

 Russell & Beth Upchurch 

7 Bill & Barbara Pohlman 

10 Dan & Kim Cato 

15 Jeff & Cheryl Jeanneret 

21 Bill & Marilyn Link  

 Rex & Vicki Mercer 

June Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$84,998  $110,679  $79,459   $91,975   -($12,516) 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$509,990 $664,075  $509,895  $491,746  +$18,150 
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