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Helpful 

Dear TGCers, 
    I am writing this about a week before you will read it but it was important for me to write it in the moment. 
    Today I am keenly aware of how, because of our faith, it is possible to experience profound sadness and yet 
deep joy.  Ordinarily we would think of those two things as being mutually exclusive, but because of the 
resurrection of Jesus and the new life he offers to all who believe, today my heart is full of both.  
    The reason is, this morning I heard of the death of my covenant brother, David.  I was told his wife had just read 
him the fourth and fifth chapters of Revelation and had been singing hymns to him when he quietly slipped from 
this life into the presence of Jesus.   
    You have heard me speak of him often over the years and some of you may remember him as a Presbyterian 
Point retreat speaker from years ago.  I still remember his theme was how we “worship our work…we work at our 
play…and we play at our worship.”  Those concepts continue to hold significance even after all these years.  He 
was a gifted communicator and had the true heart of a pastor.   
    He was also a man of deep integrity and spiritual wisdom the likes of which I have only rarely encountered.  
There are many ways through our 30 plus year relationship in our Covenant Group that he taught me how to live 
as a follower of Jesus.  Over the past four years, he taught me much about how to die as a follower of Jesus.  I 
know that my life has been blessed in countless ways because we have walked this journey of life and faith 
together.  I will miss him.   
    When David was diagnosed with a terrible form of cancer he wrote on his CaringBridge page these words: 
 
    “Those who know me know that I’m not much of a fighter.  I’ve never liked the rhetoric of “fighting” or “battling” 
cancer.  It’s meaningful for others, but not for me.  I don’t consider cancer the real enemy, it’s just a disease.  There 
are plenty of things in life that are worse.  Nor is death the final enemy because, in life and death, I belong to my 
precious Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
    I don’t have a perfect metaphor for this new relationship, but for now this page will detail my “dance” with 
cancer.  We will be partners for awhile.  Cancer has made the first move and I will respond.  I’d like to take the 
lead.  I’d like to end the dance.  But I expect a long series of movements and counter-movements and know not 
how the dance will end.  I don’t need to know.” 
    We now know how the dance ended.  With his complete healing in heaven.  And so today I am deeply sad.  And 
I think that’s okay.  Perhaps you have heard me say that I think Jesus legitimizes our grief through his tears at the 
tomb of his friend Lazarus.  I think those tears could have been the result of Jesus knowing how deeply you and I 
are affected by the separation that happens when one who is close to us dies.   
    Yes, I am deeply sad, but I am experiencing deep joy as well,… joy as I think of David dancing into the presence 
of the Savior he loved and served.  I am experiencing deep joy as I think of how God gave to me and our Covenant 
Group the gift of David’s presence about 4 years longer than I thought would be the case.  I experience deep joy 
because I know that death did not get the last word here.  As Scripture affirms, “Death is swallowed up in victory.  
O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:54-57)  
 
Together with you on this journey of faith, 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION ZOOM CLASS! 
 

Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes 
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    Educating Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 8:30 AM 
                    Facilitator: Sue Verrillo 

Jesus Is the Question. The 307 Questions Jesus Asked and the 3 He Answered  

Contrary to some common assumptions, Jesus is not the ultimate Answer Man, but more like the Great 

Questioner. In the Gospels Jesus asks many more questions than he answers. To be precise, Jesus asks 307 

questions. He is asked 183 of which he only answers 3. Asking questions was central to Jesus' life and teachings. In 

fact, for every question he answers directly he asks—literally—a hundred. Jesus is the Question considers the 

questions Jesus asks—what they tell us about Jesus and, more important, what our responses might say about 

what it means to follow Him. Through Jesus' questions, he modeled the struggle, the wondering, the thinking it 

through that helps us draw closer to God and better understand, not just the answer, but ourselves, our process 

and ultimately why questions are among Jesus' most profound gifts for a life of faith.  

 

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 9:00 AM 
                Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps 

Join this class for a short devotional, Bible reading, prayer time and fellowship. 

               Establishing Disciples: Meets via Zoom Thursdays at 7:00 PM 

                                                                          Facilitator: Amie Palmer 

TGC's young professionals' group, is now meeting as a Small Group on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. We are 

currently studying the Book of Proverbs. If you'd like to connect, contact Kevin Mercer 

at kepeme94@gmail.com or Amie Palmer at amie_palmtree@yahoo.com or text her at 919-949-8736.  

Establishing Disciples is tailored to young adults, so anyone in their college-aged years to their early 30s, single 

or married, will feel right at home.  

Wednesday Bible Study   

will take a break for  

the summer 
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Updated contact information requested: Please make sure you are on Nancy’s mailing list/text list so 
you can receive the most up to the minute plans. Call, text or email Nancy with questions 919-630-1851 
and/or nancy@trianglegrace.org.  

 
This group is currently meeting monthly via ZOOM.  We discuss and share ways to 

meet the needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others 

while providing understanding, support, and fellowship with each other.  Anyone is 

welcome to participate. If you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver 

distribution list, contact Diane Albert at harrydiane@nc.rr.com or text 919-949-1375. 

Next meeting is July 11 at 2:00 PM 

Sunday Club small groups will continue to meet through the summer in a twice a month 
rhythm at 1:00 pm outside on our property. Groups will include  a 2nd -5th grade group  and 
preschool – 1st  grade group and will feature Bible study lessons and application activities 
from Group’s Dig In curricula tracks, “The Heart of God” and  the “Life of Jesus”.   

 

Summer Sunday Club dates: 

June  27 at 1:00 PM 

July 11 & 25 at 1:00 PM 

August 8 & 22 at 1:00 PM 

 

Interested in learning more or helping with this exciting program?  Call or email Nancy in the office.  
If you have not been part of a Club leadership team, you may be paired with a co-leader, provided you 
have completed our background check process and interviewed with Nancy. Positions are  available 
for the new year beginning on September 12.  

 

Background checks are required for everyone working with our children. The application is completed 
online and no copies of Social Security numbers or Driver’s license numbers are housed on site. 

Summer Sunday Club plans  

mailto:harrydiane@nc.rr.com
tel:919-949-1375
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Children’s Worship Option 
3 Years – 3rd Grade 

 

Face Coverings please!  Face covering are optional at this 
time. Please do what is most comfortable for your family as 
younger children have not been vaccinated yet. 

 

Check your health before you come:  If anyone in your 
family is not feeling well we invite you to remain at home 
and participate in worship with our 10am live streaming 
service which will continue indefinitely.    

 

Children’s worship kits:  Individual family boxes have been 
prepared for you, containing pencils, crayons, paper, fidget 
busters (silent) and worship prompts for each week. These 
boxes will remain at the church for the next worship 
service. 
 
Children’s Worship in the FLC during 10:00 AM Service:  
For Ages 3 years– 3rd Grade. Our worship time will include 
praise music, bible exploration, and application activities.  
Kids will be dismissed to parents from Room 102 after the 
service. 
 

Our nursery is open!  
 

 

A nursery option for babies through 3 years is provided 
during the 10:00 AM Worship Service each week.  If you 
would enjoy spending time with our littlest family members 
as part of a team rotation please let Nancy know.  

Craft planning and preparation: Gail McMIllan 

Teachers: Sue Bradley and Jesse Holton, Eric Rodgman 

and Julie Thurman and Missy Owen and Nancy Holton. 

We prayed, studied and praised God with 45 kids this 

week. 

Team assistants: Diane Albert, Analisse Kirschner, Jake 

Kirschner, Jen Kirschner, Theresa-Marie Rhyne, Isabelle 

Thurman, Emily Wilder, Claire Wojoski, Skyler Harris, 

Faith Rodriguez 

Snack team: Beth Murphy, Jennie Boysen, Teresa Wright, 

Nancy-Anne Potts 

Adult class speaker: Molly Williamson led an adult class 

through the spiritual journey of Jonah the prophet with a 

hybrid class including more than 20 in person, and 

another group on Zoom! 

Thank you to our many Vacation Bible School leaders and helpers! We 

had a blast June 15th through 17th! God worked mightily this year in 

bringing people of all ages to TGC to learn to love Him more! I want to 

share about the many very talented and capable people who were part of 

providing and guiding discipleship experiences for our very first outdoor 

Vacation Bible School experience. 

If you gave your time in any way and/or prayed that 

hearts would be touched by God’s love and grace, a 

big thanks to you too!! (That means you, TGC 

Prayer team Ministry!) Finally thanks to our faithful 

Father, who planned to save us through His Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ and to the Holy Spirit who 

ministered in this place. 

Our summer VBS offering was collected to assist our 

partners in Haiti with distributing a Bible to each person 

who visits one of their partner churches. The cost of 

each bible is $20. We will collect donations throughout 

the months of June and July.  Please make checks 

payable to TGC and earmark donation "Bibles for 

Haiti".  Your gifts will be a tangible reminder to our 

Haitian friends that they are in our prayers, and will help 

extend God’s kingdom to the communities surrounding 

our partner churches. We have collected $1340 so far. 
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Varsity & MLY  

Summer Youth Calendar 

July 

11-16     Fun in the Son  

18 3:30PM MLY, 5:30 Varsity  

 

Other Important Dates: 

September 

8 6:30 - 7:30  Varsity Bible Study, 7:30 Ministry Team meets 

12 1:00-3:00  MLY Kick-off at Jordan Lake (snacks) 

 3:00-5:00 Varsity Kick-off at Jordan Lake (cook out) 

Contact Pastor Jeff for more info 
on youth activities.  

jeff@trianglegrace.org 

The Joy of Trailblazing 
SUMMER  2021 Calendar 
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 Iglesia Food Pantry 

We continue to collect monetary donations as well as food for our sister church 

in north Durham.  Last week they served 540 people.  Earmark your checks Food 

Pantry.   

Thank you for your support and encouragement as Triangle Grace Preschool celebrated 40 years as a preschool this 
year!  

Because of your prayers, we stayed safe and healthy throughout the school year. Your financial donations, Krispy 
Kreme digital dozens and City BBQ orders during our spring spirit night raised over $5000.  These funds benefitted not 
only our preschool program but also the teachers and staff at Fayetteville Street Elementary, making it possible for us 
to contribute toward 50 gift bags during national teacher appreciation week.  In addition, our hearts were reassured 
by your kind words and the fond memories you shared with us about our preschool. 

Since our preschool is a ministry of Triangle Grace Church, their blessing was necessary for us to re-open our preschool 
during a pandemic and we are so grateful that we were able to spend our 40th year with 4 in-person classes and 1 
virtual class. 

Thank you for celebrating with us and blessing us in such wonderful ways! 

Ms. Alana 

mailto:jeff@trianglegrace.org
https://trianglegrace.org/mt-content/uploads/2021/05/spring-summer-2021.pdf
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We will continue to have Sunday Worship every Sunday at 10:00 AM on Facebook Live. You can also access 

our service on the LIVE STREAM page on our website each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons 

on our Sermons page at any time. Remember to refresh our website if you are on before 9:50 AM. Feel free 

to share our Livestream link with those you'd like to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" 

our livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of the Gospel with a world that needs to 

experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might benefit from joining us on Sunday. 

We look forward to worshipping with you!  

We continue to meet  for "in person" worship on Sundays at 8:30 AM in the Family Life Center 

as well as in the sanctuary during our 10:00 AM Livestream.  

The leadership team fully recognizes that many are simply not ready to come back yet and we 

want to encourage only those who feel completely comfortable with doing so to come.  If you 

fall into any risk category we encourage you to continue staying at home and participating in 

the live stream broadcast.  Latest update regarding face coverings here. 

 

The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Wednesday, July 14 at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship 

Hall. Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devotion. A box lunch will be provided. 

Please RSVP by July 10 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or text 919 698 8349.  

Calling All Gardeners (of various skill levels and interests) 

Let our congregation care for the property we are blessed to share with God’s marvelous creation.  How can you 

help? 

- keep the drains clear in the parking lots, pull weeds, donate a hose, water young perennials and native grasses, 

remove an invasive privet shrub, trim bushes, help spread mulch, edge landscaped beds, clean out the five bird-

houses, weed in the courtyard, refresh water sources for the birds, pick up trash, pine cones and sticks, help remove 

invasive honeysuckle . 

Please consider volunteering one or two hours a month. You will probably be rewarded seeing a butterfly, native 

bee, lizard, hummingbird moth, dragonfly or bird. 

Contact Julia Bales at (919)360-9092 cell or julialovesmocha@gmail.com 

*Note  Change in day of  the week 

https://www.facebook.com/Triangle-Grace-Church-108184269222832/
https://trianglegrace.org/live-stream/
https://trianglegrace.org/blog/
https://mailchi.mp/3728414d257f/regarding-face-coverings?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:bethmurphy228@gmail.com
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May Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$84,998  $110,679  $87,209   $66,410   +$20,799 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contributions Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$424,992 $553,396  $430,436  $399,771  +$30,665 

11 Robyn Sipe 

12 Paul Verrillo 

13 Sharyn Bennett 

14 Jennifer Brittle 

        JoJo McAdams 

15 Robert Bray 

        Ada Green 

17   Pam Catlin 

       Bob Norton 

       Art Lindsey 

19 Ned Lincoln 

        Seth Upchurch 

        Emily Wilder 

20 Cliff Decker 

        Ed Milligan 

21 Alex Bray 

22   Maddie Woodall 

24   Kyle Rehder 

        Ursula Valgus 

25    Peyton Dice 

26 Ernie Jeney 

        Jeannie Phelps 

27 Rob Bray 

        Victor Stonebraker 

28   Charlotte Gibble 

26 Pat Rutledge 

27 Chet Rogers 

28 Cindy Camille 

        Reese Dice 

1 Cooper Bennett 

        Jackie Stonebraker 

2 Scott Green 

3 Harry Albert 

        Nicholas Mercer 

5      Bob Hannon 

6 Tom Bitsas 

         Tyler Dice 

        Marilyn Link 

8      Kim Mayton 

9      Sydney Barker 

        Jim Koontz 

        Megan Rehder 

        Robert Pearson 

10 Patty Foerster 

        Evelyn Marx 

 
18   Greg & Marie Vogel 

19 Kim & Jodie Mayton 

        Jay Stobbs & MJ Hall 

20 Allan & Marie Ward 

28 Randy & Jill Pafford 

        Wade & Sheree Wintead 

30    Hank & Elizabeth Gates 

2 Matt & Marcelle Gibble 

        Craig & Dena Kornegay 

3      David & Danielle Borasky 

        Jim & Beverly Salerno 

5 Steve & Coleen Christopher 

6 Bill & Alana Scott 

        Ken & Christine Smith 

5 Ed Milligan & Kerri Goust 

13 Emily & David Wilder 

15 Ray & Diane Cobb 
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