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Greetings to you, TGC family!  

As we enter the Lenten season, one person in my Bible study group observed that this 

year Lent feels different, because the pandemic has already deprived us of so many 

good things for so long. So many months of such thorough disruption in every area of 

life makes it hard to think about entering a season usually marked by fasting and 

silence. Some church traditions even forbid the saying of the word “hallelujah” during 

Lent, reasoning that it is a season of solemnity and not rejoicing.  

In 2021, our church has fortunately chosen a Lenten study that takes a different tone. 

Max Lucado’s He Chose the Nails approaches this season as a time of preparing to 

receive the gifts of Easter; each session focuses on a different gift that Christians receive 

as a direct result of Christ’s obedience on the Cross. This year especially, such a 

perspective feels like a nourishing balm for our stripped-down lives. It’s a way of 

counting blessings, of remembering what we have when it feels like so much has been 

taken away. My Bible study group has only met twice so far but our time together has 

been rich and deeply encouraging – I hope that you too are taking part in this 

particularly comforting study, and that it is bringing you similar solace. 

It strikes me that the pandemic lockdowns and sacrifices of the past year have felt at 

times like a splintering of our community. No doubt many of us have been lonely for 

company and the particular joys of face-to-face conversation and hugging and even 

high fives or fist bumps. The sense that it is just not right or good or healthy to live 

separated lives is a godly instinct.  

It is difficult to grow as a Christian without being in peaceable community with others, 

because so much of our identity comes from what we learn and who we are in 

community with. This is in direct opposition to the ethos of our culture in the US, 

namely, that we are individuals who determine on our own we choose to be. But God’s 

image-bearers (i.e., human beings) are not islands: rather, we are the product of our 

cultures, our family background, and above all, the company we choose to keep. All of 

these things deeply influence not only who we are but how we behave. How are 

Christians then to live, even in varying degrees of isolation? 

We are to honor one another, accept one another, bear with one another, forgive one 

another, confess our sins to one another, encourage and challenge one another (Heb 



3:13), admonish and confront one another (Rom 15:14), warn one another, stop being 

fake with one another (Rom 12:9), bear burdens with one another, share our possessions 

with one another, and seek the needs of one another. 

It means embracing little deaths – not insisting on your own way, sitting, and listening 

to someone who annoys you, giving up your precious time so that you can do for 

someone else. All these things create community. Saying ‘thank you’ is a key proof of 

community, because it indicates that someone has done something for someone else. If 

you never hear or say, ‘thank you’, then you are not bonded to others by service (yours 

or theirs). ‘Thank you’ is one of the things we will be saying to one another in heaven; it 

will never be heard in hell, because no one there is part of a community. In heaven, we 

all lose our independence; in hell, everyone is independent of others, and suffering 

cosmic loneliness as a result. 

Let me encourage you to seek community daily wherever and however it may be 

found, giving thanks for the technology that allows us to see and speak to one another 

even when we are far apart. (Does anyone else feel like we are living in a late season of 

Star Trek?) Until we can go hand in hand together to worship, let us seek to connect 

more deeply with our Lord by connecting with one another as we can. log on to the 

Wednesday night Bible study or join a Discipleship Hour class– and do please take part 

in the churchwide Lenten study this year. It is for your blessing. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Meredith 

 

 

 

I would also like to offer a link for the new podcast I've started: 

The Oasis - spiritual refreshment in dry times. The first season is based on the 

discipleship hour class material on "Spiritual Stability in Uncertain Times". The first 

episode dropped Sunday, the second is in editing and will drop tomorrow. (eight 

further episodes are already scripted and underway) Every episode is under 30 

minutes. 

https://anchor.fm/meredith-riedel

