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What does the tenth commandment require?

Review

Last week we looked at the 9th commandment’s requirements that God gave to Moses:

(Do not bear false witness)

(remembering we have moved from our vertical relationship to God to now our horizontal 

relationships to each other)

 [God requires] “That I bear false witness against no one, twist no one’s words. Be no 

backbiter or slanderer, join in condemning no one unheard or rashly, but that on pain of 

God’s heavy wrath, I avoid all lying and deceit as the very works of the devil; and that in 

matters of judgment and justice and in all other affairs, I love, speak honestly, and confess 

the truth; also, insofar as I can, defend and promote my neighbor’s good name.”(HC pg

112) 



What does the tenth commandment require?

Q. # 113: What does the tenth commandment require? 

(You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor. 
Exodus 20: 17) 

Covet – to desire that which is another’s; to wish for [it] excessively and 

culpably[blameworthy for wrongdoing] (American Heritage Dictionary)

- to desire that which is pleasing and gives pleasure without restraint [of rightness or self 

control] (Expository Dictionary of Bible Words, pg 200) 

 The root of covetousness is:

➢ envy ( a feeling of discontent and resentment aroused  by contemplation of another’s desirable 

possessions or qualities, with a strong desire to have them for oneself) and 

➢ the negative aspect of jealousy (fearful or wary of being supplanted; apprehensive of loss of 

position or affection; resentful or bitter in rivalry) and

➢ discontentment (feeling of being restlessly unhappy and dissatisfied which is fed by resentment 

and bearing a grievance against another)

 Covetousness, envy, jealousy and discontentment all feed our sinful nature 



What does the tenth commandment require?

The tenth commandment requires that not even the least inclination or thought against any 
commandment of God ever enter our heart, but that with our whole heart we continually 
hate all sin and take pleasure in all righteousness. 

OLD TESTAMENT

 Psalm 62: 9-12 lowborn men are but a breath and highborn men are a lie; if both are 
weighed in the balance [of eternity] they are nothing

 Psalm 73: 1-16 Asaph’s enviousness of nonbelievers (i.e. covetousness of their lifestyle) 
gave him overwhelming doubt about the value of his faith and God’s goodness… UNTIL

 Psalm 73: 17 he got the right perspective in entering God’s presence and understanding 
their final destiny. 

 Psalm 73: 21-22 Asaph confessed his sin of letting his heart become grieved that 
somehow God was holding out riches from him so his spirit became embittered that he 
wasn’t good enough and then realized he was acting like a spoiled brat – being senseless 
and like a brute beast ( donkey or mule that has to be led continually by a bridle) THEN

 Psalm 73: 23-28 Asaph got the right perspective on this life and the next. 

 Proverbs 4: 23 guard your heart ( mental and emotional capacity and the values you live 
by) because out of your heart come your actions toward God ( first 4 commandments) 
and man ( Last 6 commandments) 



What does the tenth commandment require?
"

New Testament

 1 Corinthians 10: 13 no temptation has seized us except what is common to man ( greed, 

pride, covetousness of another’s position or station in life, riches etc…) God is faithful and 

will provide a way out so that we can stand up under it. BUT TAKE HEED…

 James 1: 14-15 Don’t say “God is tempting me”! NO!! Our own evil desires entice us and 
conceives envy and jealousy and covetousness!! Which gives birth to sin, and when that 

sin is full grown it gives birth to death ( Spiritual and physical). 

What is the antidote? Feed the new nature of course!!

 Matthew 6: 19-21

 Galations 6: 7-10

 Philippians 1: 9-11; 2: 1-4,12-16; 3: 7-11; 4: 8-9



What does the tenth commandment require?

Principle: We cannot serve two masters. We cannot serve both God and covetousness for 

material possessions/money.

Application:

1. Where am I given over to envy, jealousy and discontentment?

2. Why am I being jealous of the position of a non-believer? What does that tell me about my 

heart?

3. Where do I need to guard my heart and how can I do that?

4. How am I feeding my new nature?
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