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Helpful 

Dear friends, 

 Many have been looking with great an�cipa�on to saying goodbye to the year 2020 and saying hello to 2021 with hopes 

it will be a year with less drama.  It looks like we will begin the new year with a virus s�ll spreading out of control but with 

great hopes that it will be reined in somewhat by summer due to the introduc�on of a number of vaccines that boast great 

promise.  We’ll simply have to wait and see if our hopes for the virus to be contained will come to frui�on.  That it will be so is 

certainly my prayer.  I do hope that we don’t allow this �me to pass without thinking seriously about our own mortality and 

the absolute necessity of being in a right rela�onship with God.  Fortunately, most recover from this virus, but not all.  And 

young and old alike have had their lives taken by something they could not see and which in many cases they had no idea 

where they encountered it.  I remember when people were asking each other if they knew anyone who had the virus.  Most 

of us now know someone who has had it and too many have lost family members to it.  Our hope is really not in a vaccine, but 

in Jesus and his promise of abundant and eternal life.   

 This has been a year full of craziness caused by this virus and the elec�on and civil unrest.  It has been a year of heartache 

and disappointment and even anger.  All that being acknowledged, it may sound strange, but before we get too far into 2021, 

I want to invite you to pause and reflect with me on some of the blessings I have experienced in 2020, with hopes that what I 

share will cause you to think on your own life and experience and how you have been blessed during this year as well.  The 

blessings are there, we just need to look. 

 Let me begin by saying I have certainly become more though.ul and inten�onal concerning what I do and where I go.  

Although that has caused some frustra�on, it has also been a catalyst  for blessing.  For example, I think I am less likely to 

simply take a day of life for granted.  Not being able to be with others has made me yearn all the more to engage in 

rela�onships with a greater sense of apprecia�on.  I miss you and I miss seeing you si0ng and standing in worship on 

Sundays.  I miss how easy it was to spend �me in conversa�on when we were together.  I miss you dropping by the church 

during the week or si0ng for a chat.  I look forward to when we will be able to gather again without fear of endangering one 

another simply by breathing.  I’m not sure I thought I could appreciate you more than I did…but I do.  One of my blessings this 

year is you.  

  In a number of ways this year has brought home the realiza�on that I’m running the last leg of my race here at Triangle 

Grace.  This leg of the race may s�ll go on for several years, but I’m 34 years into the journey here and one might think as I 

approach the finish line I could ease my pace a bit.  I’m in a way grateful that Covid has not allowed me to do that.  This virus 

has pushed me to, in many ways, run more diligently than I ever have before.  There have been decisions to be made and 

skills to be learned and challenges to face almost daily.  I have admi7ed on many occasions that there are days when I’m not 

sure what I am doing.  A8er almost 40 years in ministry you would think this would all be “old hat,” but thanks to Covid that 

has not been the case.  It seems strange to say, but I’m grateful to have been challenged and pushed into new and some�mes 

uncomfortable areas of growth.  In a way it has helped me to see that God is con�nuing to mold and shape me into the 

person he desires me to be.  As Hebrews says, “Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”  We have all been 

challenged to do that and I believe we have been blessed in the process. 

 I’m grateful that this ministry we share has reached more people this year than perhaps ever before.  To think that 

people are joining us for worship from numerous states (I’ve counted 9) and even several foreign countries is nothing less 

than amazing.  And the Bible study I teach is reaching far more people than it ever did when it was confined to a classroom 

here at Triangle Grace.  When I think about what we have experienced being duplicated by hundreds of thousands of 

churches that have also been forced to go “online”, I am reminded of the Great Commission to share the good news with all 

the world and how we are be7er equipped to do this than ever before.  It is a blessing that the Lord con�nues to use us to 

share his good news and to help others grow in their faith. 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION ZOOM CLASS! 
 

Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes 
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    Educa%ng Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 8:45 AM 

                    Facilitator: various members 

The Heidelberg Catechism  was first published in 1563, and presents a series of ques�ons and 

answers for use in teaching Reformed Chris�an doctrine. It has long been beloved for its 

pastoral warmth and clear exposi�on of scripture, and is one of ECO’s Confessional Standards. 

The Synod of Dort approved it in 1619, and it soon became the most ecumenical of the 

Reformed catechisms and confessions. It has been translated into many European, Asian, and 

African languages and is s�ll the most influen�al and the most generally accepted catechism of 

the Reforma�on.  

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  Meets via Zoom on Sundays at 9:00 AM 

              Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps 

Join this class for a short devo�onal, Bible reading, prayer �me and fellowship. 

Bible Study  |  Gospel of John 

Wednesday Nights via Zoom at 6:00PM   |   Will resume mid January 

Check your email for the link each week. 

 I have been blessed at witnessing God’s faithfulness in countless ways.  When I help load food into the back of one of 

your cars so it can be transported across town to a food pantry where it will serve some of God’s children I am blessed by 

your generosity.  I think to myself, they con�nue to bring food and make dona�ons because they know that is what 

loving your neighbor is about and Jesus told us to do that.  To do so once or twice I get…but you have been carrying food 

into this place for month a8er month. 

 I have been blessed by the faithful leadership of our church team.  From youth to music to children’s ministries to 

adult educa�on, our staff has stepped up in some amazing ways to provide resources and leadership to individuals and 

families.  And our administra�ve staff has done a phenomenal job going above and beyond to support the ministries of 

Triangle Grace.  Our elders and deacons have con�nued to care for this congrega�on in myriad ways.  I am blessed that 

the rela�onships built when life seemed more normal have con�nued to be sustained and have even grown in these 

�mes that seem anything but normal.  I am blessed that we have not stopped being the church.  In some ways we have 

perhaps become even more authen�c in our witness to the life changing power of Jesus Christ. 

 It is true that we con�nue to endure the challenges of a world that at �mes seems very dark.  There is, however, 

great blessing in seeing how God is at work even in these challenging �mes to give us opportunity to share His light.  It is 

o8en in �mes of adversity that our faith grows and matures.  I hope you will look back on the “blessings” of 2020 to see 

how you have become more the person God created you to be. 

 

Together with you on this journey of faith, 



   

3 

               Establishing Disciples: Meets via Zoom Thursdays at 7:00 PM 

                                                                  Facilitator: Amie Palmer 

 

TGC's young professionals' group, is now mee�ng as a Small Group on Thursday evenings at 7:00 

PM.  We are currently studying Lee Stroebel's "The Case For Christ".  If you'd like to connect, contact 

Kevin Mercer at kepeme94@gmail.com or Amie Palmer at amie_palmtree@yahoo.com or text her at 

919-949-8736.  

Establishing Disciples is tailored to young adults, so anyone in their college-aged years to their early 

30s, single or married, will feel right at home.  

Helpful                Equipping Disciples: Meets via Zoom Sundays at11:15AM 

                                                                  Facilitator: Juliellen Simpson-Vos 

 

In The Color of Compromise Video Study, Jemar Tisby takes us back to the root of this injus�ce in 

the American church, highligh�ng the cultural and ins�tu�onal tables we have to flip in order to 

bring about progress between black and white people. Tisby provides a unique survey of American 

Chris�anity's racial past, revealing the concrete and chilling ways people of faith have worked 

against racial jus�ce. Understanding our racial history sets the stage for solu�ons, but un�l we 

understand the depth of the malady we won't fully embrace the aggressive treatment it requires. 

Given the centuries of Chris�an compromise with bigotry, believers today must be prepared to tear 

down old structures and build up new ones. This 11 session video study provides an in-depth 

diagnosis for a racially divided American church and suggests ways to foster a more equitable and 

inclusive environment among God's people.  

 

Engaging in this dialogue will require a humble heart and open mind.  We ask for the transforming 

work of the Holy Spirit to guide us on our walk toward repentance and reconcilia�on.  

 

You will receive a link to all dates for this class in a churchwide email.  This class will finish the series 

in early January.  

Extension of Equipping Disciples Class 

The Session has approved the viewing of The Best of Enemies as an extension of our Sunday school class on  racial 

jus�ce, awareness and reconcilia�on in the Chris�an church.  We will be watching it via our class Zoom link on 

January 17th from 6-9pm.  We would like to invite other members of the church to join us. 

The movie is based on real events in Durham in 1971.  It's rated PG-13.  Here is the descrip�on: 

The Best of Enemies is the true story of the unlikely rela�onship between Ann Atwater, an outspoken civil rights 

ac�vist, and C.P. Ellis, a local Ku Klux Klan leader. During the racially charged summer of 1971, Atwater and Ellis 

come together to co-chair a community summit on the desegrega�on of schools in Durham, N.C. The ensuing 

debate and ba7le soon lead to surprising revela�ons that change both of their lives forever. 
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Sunday Clubs con%nue to meet 

 2nd & 4th Sundays  

Our Sunday Clubs program will con�nue mee�ng on 

the 2nd and 4th  Sundays at the following �mes:  

  

January 10 ~ Meet outside on the playground,   
    con%ngent on weather 

Be sure to wear face coverings. We’ll play games, 

have cra8s and bible lessons. Email Nancy to 

register. 

January 24~ on Zoom for games & bible lessons 

Pre-K-2nd grade: 2:00-3:00 PM 

3rd-5th grades: 1:00-2:00 PM  

If  you wish to be added to our Zoom invita�on list 

please contact Nancy in the church office or email 

her at nancy@trianglegrace.org. You will receive the 

link to these mee�ngs in the Friday email. 

In Person Worship with Children 
 

Face Coverings please!  We ask that you and all 

family members wear face coverings as an 

expression of love and care for the health of 

everyone. 

 

Check your health before you come:  If anyone in 

your family is not feeling well we invite you to 

remain at home and par�cipate in worship with our 

10am live streaming service which will con�nue 

indefinitely.    

 

No nurseries or children’s worship will be 

provided:  We encourage you to worship as a family.  

 

Children’s worship kits:  Individual family boxes have 

been prepared for you, containing pencils, crayons, 

paper, fidget busters (silent) and worship prompts 

for each week.  Your family supplies will NOT be 

shared by any other  family group.  We invite you to 

put your family name on a nametag provided and 

s�ck it on the outside of your box.    These boxes will 

remain at the church for the next worship service. 

WEDNESDAY CLUBS SPRING SEMESTER 

 

Mark your calendar for our Wednesday Clubs program to start on Wednesday, 

February 3rd at 4:30 pm on Zoom.  We pray and hope that we will be able to host 

some club groups in person outside on a rota�ng schedule.  Music will con�nue to 

be virtual with Ms. Erika.  We desire to keep everyone safe while balancing the 

opportunity to take advantage of NC weather varia�ons!   

 

Thanks to our Wednesday Clubs staff for their dedica�on and flexibility in making 

our first ever virtual Club program a gi8 of �me and love to kids, their families and 

each of us who par�cipated! 
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Varsity & MLY Youth Calendar 

January 

6 6:30 – 7:30  Varsity Bible Study,  

 7:30—8:30  Ministry Team Mee�ng 

10 3:30 – 5:00  MLY, 5:30 – 7:00 Varsity 

13 6:30 – 7:30  Varsity Bible Study 

14 6:00 – 7:00 MLY Parents Zoom Mee�ng 

17 3:30 – 5:00  MLY, 5:30 – 7:00 Varsity 

19 6:00 – 7:00 Varsity Parents Zoom Mee�ng 

20 6:30 – 7:30  Varsity Bible Study 

24 3:30 – 5:00  MLY, 5:30 – 7:00 Varsity 

27 6:30 – 7:30  Varsity Bible Study 

31 3:30 – 5:00  MLY, 5:30 – 7:00 Varsity 

Contact Pastor Jeff for more info 
on youth activities.  

jeff@trianglegrace.org 

The Roar of Revival  
Winter2020 Calendar 
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Iglesia Food Pantry 

We con�nue to collect monetary dona�ons as well as food for our sister church in 

north Durham.  Last week they served 540 people.  Earmark your checks Food 

Pantry.   

 

Update on our 2020 Angel Tree  
 

 

We supported the Me Fine Founda�on this year with our Angel Tree gi8s. 

Our gi8 cards will be given to families as they care for their children receiving 

medical care. Thank you for being so generous. We raised $5250 in gi8 cards 

and they are very thankful for our support!  
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We will con�nue to have Sunday Worship every Sunday at 10:00 AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on 

the LIVE STREAM page on our website each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons page at any 

�me. Remember to refresh our website if you are on before 9:50 AM. Feel free to share our Livestream link with those you'd 

like to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" our livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of 

the Gospel with a world that needs to experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might benefit from 

joining us on Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!  

We con�nue to meet  for "in person" worship on Sundays at 8:30 AM in the Family 

Life Center as well as in-person worship in the sanctuary during our 10:00 AM 

Livestream. Our "Reopen" team has worked on a great set of protocols that are designed to keep us all 

safe as we make our way back inside the building.  You can check those out here.  We will ask everyone 

who plans to a7end a service to please register here. 

 

The leadership team fully recognizes that many are simply not ready to come back yet and we want to 

encourage only those who feel completely comfortable with doing so to come.  If you fall into any risk 

category we encourage you to con�nue staying at home and par�cipa�ng in the live stream broadcast.   

A Special Thank You from our Pastors 

Dear TGC family, 

During this crazy year you have shown your faithfulness and love in so many ways. It is hard to believe 

that we have now been in ministry together for over 33 years. During all those years the Lord has been no 

less than faithful at every turn. 

At this special season of the year Diane and I want you to know what a privilege it is to serve the Lord with 

you. We have been humbled and blessed by the way you have touched our lives and encouraged us. 

We are especially grateful for the many ways you have expressed your love to and for us through this 

Advent and Christmas season. We cherish our relationship with you more than you know. 

With love in Christ as we make this journey of faith together, 

Ray and Diane 

 

I am very grateful for this church community and for the opportunities to share in your joys and your 
sorrows. It is truly a blessing to be able to share our lives together. Thank you for your prayers and for 

encouraging me in so many ways throughout the year and recently with many wonderful gifts and kind 

gestures during Christmas. I count it a true blessing to minister at TGC. May each of you and your families 

be blessed this new year.  

Through God’s grace,            

Jeff 
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1 Charlie Andrews 

 Beverly Holzhauser 

 Tom Rahlan 

4 Ben Barker 

 Landon Cole 

 Linda Hannon 

5 MJ Hall 

 Catherine Rehder 

 Menda Spell 

7 Cortney Nall 

9 Julie Hotchkiss 

 Hannah Wang 

11 Heather McLaughlin 

 Susan Sherron 

12 Claire Lincoln 

13 Coleen Christopher 

 Diane Cobb 

 Pat McQuay 

 Carol Wi7 

14 Ruth Landrum 

 James Nall 

15 Karis Jackson 

 Brian Riley 

 Be7y Watson 

20 Eric Shadoan 

21 Roy Whitmore 

22 Philip Marx 

 Susan Barker 

23 Mary Louise Grant 

 Adam White 

26 Nicole7e Granata 

 Robert Flinn 

27 Benjamin Mauney 

 Sydney Simpson-Vos 

29 Susan Johnson 

 Steve Tapp 

 

2 Steve & Mironda Robinson 

6 Noah & Suzanne White 

13 JD & Liz Swinney 

15 Chet & MJ Rogers 

22 Tim & Kim Richter 

24 John & Lee Jones 

28  Donna & Jose Monzon 

November  Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$107,320 $95,732   $83,362   $66,217   +$17,145 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$1,073,203 $957,322  $1,135,975  $915,107  +$220,688 
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