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What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

But what does God require of you in this commandment?

Review

Last week we looked at the 7th commandment’s requirements that God gave to Moses:

(Do not commit adultery)

(remembering we have moved from our vertical relationship to God to now our horizontal 

relationships to each other)

 That all unchastity is accursed of God and that we should therefore loathe it with our 

whole heart, and live chastely and modestly, whether in holy wedlock or single life. 

 Since both our body and soul are temples of the Holy Spirit, it is His will that we keep both 

pure and holy; therefore, He forbids all unchaste actions, gestures, words, thoughts, 

desires, and whatever may entice thereto.



What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

But what does God require of you in this commandment?

 Q. # 110: What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

“God forbids not only such theft and robbery as are punished by the government, but 

God views as theft also all wicked tricks and devices, whereby we seek to get our neighbor’s 

goods, whether by force or by deceit, such as unjust weights, lengths, measures, goods, 

coins, usury, or by any other means forbidden by God; also all covetousness and the misuse 

and waste of His gifts.” (HC pg 110)

 1 Corinthians 6: 10

 1 Thessalonians 4: 6

 Proverbs 11:1

 Deuteronomy 8: 10-18, 25: 13-15

 Psalm 15: 5

 Luke 6: 35

 1 Timothy 6: 10

 John 6: 12



What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

But what does God require of you in this commandment?

 Stealing comes from our desire to get what we think we want or need.

 The problem is… God’s view of what we need is usually quite different than our own.

 We tend to allow greed to enter the picture.

 God wants us to be content with what He has given us. The Bible even equates greed with 
idolatry. (Colossians 3: 5)

 Consider the results below when an instructor asked his students to anonymously write down a 
sin that they had never asked God to forgive and turn it in:

1. Took salt and pepper shakers from a fancy restaurant

2. We took 2 towels from a hotel where we stayed on our honeymoon

3. I shoplifted when I was a teenager

4. We would goof off and drink beer when the boss wasn’t around on summer landscaping jobs

5. Padded my expense account when I worked in sales

6. Had a cheat sheet up my sleeve for college chemistry exams

7. Fudged a couple of numbers on my income tax return

8. I tried to steal God’s Glory  ( this stuck in  everyone’s mind)

Application: Were these big or little sins?  Or does God regard sin as sin regardless of its 
magnitude? 



What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

But what does God require of you in this commandment?

Q. 111: But what does God require of you in this commandment?

“That I further my neighbor’s good where I can or may, deal with him as I would have 
others deal with me, and labor faithfully, so that I may be able to help the poor in their 
need.” (HC. pg 111)

 Matthew 7: 12

 Ephesians 4: 28

 Philippians 2: 4

 Genesis 3: 19

 1 Timothy 6: 6-7

➢ Help your neighbor, love your neighbor, provide for neighbors in need…

➢ Live life remembering , but for the grace of God, there go I

➢ Assuming we are all “laboring faithfully” to provide for ourselves, the Bible tells us 
everything we have is given to us by  God, who EXPECTS US, to be good stewards of His 
gifts

➢ Failure to care for those in need is an act of selfishness which dishonors God’s will for all 
humanity and steals that which God gave us to use for His honor and glory



What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

But what does God require of you in this commandment?

"

Application:

What else does God require of us?

 Luke 1: 30-31, 34-38

➢ We are to react as Mary did when the angel Gabriel explained how the new life would be born 

within her

➢ Acknowledge the glory of God and we should not try to steal any credit for receipt of the gift of a 

new life being born within us

➢ ALL honor and glory goes to God

You shall not steal…

Especially from God…

Labor faithfully for His honor and glory
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What does the seventh commandment teach us?

Does God forbid nothing more in this commandment than adultery and such gross sins?

https://www.eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/Essential%20Tenets

