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What does God require in the sixth commandment?

Does this commandment speak only of killing?

But is this all that is required: that we do not kill our neighbor?

Introduction

Last week we looked at the 5th commandment’s requirements that God gave to Moses:

(remember have moved from our vertical relationship to God to now our horizontal 

relationships to each other)

 “That I show all honor, love, and faithfulness to my father and mother and to all in authority 

over me…”

 …submit myself with due obedience to all their good instruction and correction…”

 “…and also bear patiently with their infirmities, since it is God’s will to govern us by their 

hand.” (HC pg 103)

“Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will 

bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil…. 

Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake….”

(Romans 13: 2-7)



What does God require in the sixth commandment?

Does this commandment speak only of killing?

But is this all that is required: that we do not kill our neighbor?

Q. 105: What does God require in the sixth commandment?

“That I do not revile, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor either in thought, word, or gesture, much 
less in deed, whether by myself or by another, but lay aside all desire for revenge, moreover, 
that I do not harm myself, nor willfully run into any danger.  Wherefore also to restrain murder 
the magistrate is armed with the sword.” (HC pg 105)

Key Points:

 Important to set the context:

• Matthew 5: 17-20 “Jesus was not presenting a rival system to the Law of Moses and the words of 
the Prophets, but a true fulfillment of the Law and Prophets – in contrast with the Pharisees’ 
traditions.  

• Romans 3: 20-24 “ The righteousness they were currently seeking – that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the Law – was insufficient for entrance into the kingdom Jesus was offering.  The 
righteousness He demanded [and demands today] was not merely external; it was [and is] a true 
inner righteousness based on faith in God’s Word.” Walvoord and Zuck, pg 30)

Principle: True righteousness must express itself in our thoughts, words and behaviours.

Application: Are my thoughts, words and behaviours reflecting the fruit of the Spirit or that of 
my sinful nature? 
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“… , moreover, that I do not harm myself, nor willfully run into any danger….” (HC pg 105)

 Psalm 107: 17-20 – anorexia is a control issue and rooted in poor self esteem and value

 Suicide –

• According to the Suicide Prevention Resource Center: (retrieved 12052020 from 

www.denisonforum.org)

❖ Suicide rates are much higher in the elderly American population than any other age group

❖ The CDC reports that more than half of the people who died by suicide did not have a known 

mental health condition.

❖ Factors contributing to suicide include: relationship problems, a crisis in the past or upcoming two 

weeks, problematic substance abuse, physical health problems, job or financial problems, criminal 

or legal problems, and loss of housing.

❖ Augustine (AD 354-430) was a strong opponent of any form of self murder.  He appealed to the 

sixth commandment and its prohibition against murder. And he agreed with Socrates that our lives 

belong to God so that we have no right to end them ourselves. 

❖ The Old Testament records 5 clear suicides: Judges 9:54; 1 Samuel 31:4; 1 Samuel 31: 5; 2 Samuel 

17:23; 1 Kings 16:18

❖ The New Testament records 1 Matthew 27: 3- 10 and 1 prevented in Acts 16: 27-28



What does God require in the sixth commandment?

Does this commandment speak only of killing?

But is this all that is required: that we do not kill our neighbor?

Q. 106: Does this commandment speak only of killing?

“No, but in forbidding murder God teaches us that He abhors its very root, namely, 
envy, hatred, anger, and desire for revenge; and that in His sight all these are 
hidden murder.” (HC pg 106)

 Jesus teaches that the disconnect between inward envy, hatred, anger, and 
revenge while outwardly observing the Law is actually hidden murder

 Matthew 5:21-26

 Romans 12: 1-2

 1 Corinthians 4: 1-4

 Galatians 5: 13-18

 1John 2: 9-11; 3: 15 

Principle:  Abiding in Jesus will cause us to demonstrate His righteousness in our 
thoughts, words and behaviours

Application: How have you seen Jesus through the Holy Spirit control your thoughts, 
words and behaviours this week? 
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"

Q. 107: But is this all that is requires: that we do not kill our neighbor?

“ No, for in condemning envy, hatred and anger, God requires us to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, to show patience, peace, meekness, mercy and kindness toward him, and to 
prevent his hurt as much as possible; also, to do good even unto our enemies.” (HC pg 107)

 Jesus mile #1 Matthew 22:39 (love your neighbor as yourself)  

 Jesus mile #2 Ephesians 4:2 and Galatians 6: 1-2 (show patience, peace, meekness)

 Jesus mile #3 Matthew 5: 7-9 and Luke 6: 36 ( be merciful)

 Jesus mile #4 Colossians 3: 12-14 (be kind)

 Jesus mile #5  Matthew 5: 44-45 and Romans 12: 17-21 (love your enemies)

Principle : Our life is not meant to be lived up or down depending on our circumstances, but in 
and out depending on God moment by moment

Application: With whom do I need to make a deliberate decision to either trust God instead of 
my own solutions?

In what situation am I asking God to give me the strength to trust Him and to act 
upon what He has shown me?  
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Principle: Our thoughts, words and behaviours reveal who is controlling our inner self 

(wants give birth to thoughts; thoughts motivate behaviours; behaviours repeat themselves  

and repeated behaviours show who we really are) 

Application: How is my faith maturing by pursuing peace even at great cost to myself? 

Where am I risking loss in order to do what is right? 

To whom do I need to show grace?
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