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What is required in the third commandment?

Is the profaning of God’s name, by swearing and cursing, so grievous a sin that His wrath is 

kindled against those also who do not help as much as they can to hinder and forbid it? 

Q. 99: “What is required in the third commandment?” (HC pg 98)

“That we must not by cursing, or by false swearing, nor yet by unnecessary oaths, profane or abuse 
the name of God; nor even by our silence and connivance be partakers of these horrible sins in 
others; and in summary, that we use the holy name of Godin no other way than with fear and 
reverence, so that He may be rightly confessed and worshiped by us, and be glorified in all our 
words and works.” (HC pg 98)

 Leviticus 24: 10-16

 Leviticus 19:12

 Matthew 5: 37

 James 5: 12

 Isaiah 45: 23

 Matthew 10: 32

 1 Timothy 2: 8

 Romans 2: 24

 1 Timothy 6: 1

 Colossians 3: 16-17



What is required in the third commandment?

Is the profaning of God’s name, by swearing and cursing, so grievous a sin that His wrath is 

kindled against those also who do not help as much as they can to hinder and forbid it? 

Q.100: “Is the profaning of God’s name, by swearing and cursing, so grievous a sin that His 

wrath is kindled against those also who do not help as much as they can to hinder and forbid 

it?” (HC pg 99)

“Yes truly, for no sin is greater or more provoking to God than the profaning of His name; 

wherefore He even commanded it to be punished by death.” (HC pg 99)

 Leviticus 5: 1

 Leviticus 24: 15-16

 Leviticus 19:12

 Proverbs 29: 24-25



But may we swear reverently by the name of God?

May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?

Q 101: “But may we swear reverently by the name of God?” (HC pg 100)

“Yes, when the magistrate requires it, or when it may be needful otherwise, to maintain and 

promote fidelity and truth to the glory of God and our neighbor’s good; for such an oath is 

grounded in God’s Word, and therefore was rightly used by the saints in the Old and New 

Testaments.” (HC pg 100)

 Leviticus 19:12

 Numbers 30:2

 Deuteronomy 6:13, 10:20

 Joshua 2: 8-21 with Matthew 1:5

 Isaiah 45: 23-25, 48:1, 65:11-16

 Matthew 5: 33-37, 23: 16-22

 Hebrews 6: 13-20



But may we swear reverently by the name of God?

May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?

"

Common solemn promises or oaths  reverently taken:

 Presidential and Congressional oaths of Office (all Federal employees actually)

 Oath of giving evidence in court

 Naturalized Citizenship oath of allegiance

 Notary oath of attestation of the truthfulness of the document 

 Marriage vows

Common irreverent oaths or blasphemous uses of the name of God :

 Swear on your mother’s grave

 Swear by the moon and stars above

 Swearing God’s name blasphemously

Principle: God knows our every thought and hears every word we utter

1. Where have I been flippant or nonchalant about a solemn oath or promise?

2. What solemn oaths or promises do I need to renew before Jesus my great high priest? 



But may we swear reverently by the name of God?

May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?

Q. 102: “May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?” (HC pg 101)

“No, for a lawful oath is a calling upon God, that He, as the only searcher of hearts, may bear 

witness to the truth, and punish me if I swear falsely; which honor is due to no creature.” (HC 

pg 101)

 1 Kings 18: 16-40

 Hebrews 13: 15

 1 John 1: 5-7

 Jude 8-10

Principle: Our mouths reveal what is hidden in our heart and mind

1. Where am I acting falsely toward God and others by taking authority, power or glory that I 

have no right to? What do I need to confess to God with all humility and repentance?

2. In what situation have I recently received counsel from a Godly friend or family member 

about my speech, attitudes or behavior?  Did I receive it gladly or reject it angrily?  
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What does God require in the second commandment?

May we not make any image at all?

But may not pictures be tolerated in churches as books for people?

https://www.eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/Essential%20Tenets

