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What does God require in the second commandment?

May we not make any image at all?

But may not pictures be tolerated in churches as books for people?

Review from last week

 The ten commandments are divided into the first 4 that address our duty to God and the 

next six that address our duty to our neighbor. (HC pg 92)

 In the first commandment God requires:

 “That, on peril of my soul’s salvation, I avoid and flee from all idolatry, sorcery, 

enchantments, invocation of saints or of other creatures, and that I rightly acknowledge 

the only true God, trust in Him alone, with all humility and patience expect all good from 

Him only, and love, fear, and honor Him with my whole heart; so as rather to renounce all 

creatures than to do the least thing against His will.” (HC pg 92)

 “Idolatry is to conceive or have something else in which to place our trust instead of, or 

besides the one true God who has revealed Himself in His Word.” (HC pg 94) 



What does God require in the second commandment?

May we not make any image at all?

But may not pictures be tolerated in churches as books for people?

INTRODUCTION

What does God require in worship?

“Sin affected man’s relationship with God in two ways:  

1.  God’s presence was withdrawn (Genesis 3:22-24), and 

2.  man’s heart was darkened (Romans 1:21). 

Because of this alienation, worship, to be acceptable to God, must reckon with this 

alienation.” (WCF, Chapter 20, pg 158)
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"

How? 

 Acceptable worship was instituted by God, (i.e. authorized, commanded, or required by 

Him).   

 Cain’s way of worship was not authorized, commanded or required by God but Abel’s 

was. 

 But Cain refused to use Abel’s way of worship, thus he was rebelling against God’s 

authority to set principles of worship according to His own standards. (WCF Chapter 20, pg

158) 

• Genesis 1: 26-67                                           Hosea 3: 4-5

• Leviticus 26: 1-2                                            Jeremiah 19:3-6

• Psalm 73: 13-17                                            Mark 7: 6-8

• Isaiah 44: 9-17                                              Romans 12: 1-2 
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Acceptable worship was limited and prescribed by God, in that He only requires only 

particular elements in true worship: 

❖ Prayer ( Ephesians 6: 18; 1 Timothy 2: 1-6; 1 Peter 3: 10-12)

❖ The reading and preaching of the Word (Acts 15:35)

❖ The singing of Psalms (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16)

❖ The administration of the sacraments (1 Corinthians 11: 23-34)

❖ The presentation and acceptance of oaths, vows, solemn vows and fastings on 

special occasions    (Matthew 5: 33-37; James 5:12)

❖ Tithes and offerings



What does God require in the second commandment?

May we not make any image at all?

But may not pictures be tolerated in churches as books for people?

Q. 96: What does God require in the second commandment? 

“That we in no way make any image of God, nor worship Him in any other way than He has 

commanded us in His Word.” (HC pg 95)

Deuteronomy 4: 15-19

Romans 1: 22-24

Acts 17: 29

Principle: God must be worshipped in Spirit and in Truth

Application:

1. What is my focus in church? To meet God with all my mind, heart, soul and strength or do I     

come to see what I can get out of it? 

2. In what areas of my church experience is form overcoming function or  man-made 

traditions replacing a heart to heart response with God?
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Q. 97: May we not make any image at all?

“God may not and cannot be imaged in any way; as for creatures, though they may indeed 

be imaged, yet God forbids the making or keeping of any likeness of them, either to worship 

them or to serve God by them.” (HC pg 96)

 Exodus 23: 24-25

 Exodus 34: 13-14

 Deuteronomy 12:3

 2 Kings 18:4

 John 1:18

Principle: God must be worshipped in Spirit and in Truth

Application:

1. In my own worship, are there places where traditions are more important to me with their 

attached memories than God’s requirements for true worship? 

2. Am I willing to let them go? 
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Q. 98: But may not pictures be tolerated in churches as books for people?

“No, for we should not be wiser than God, who will not have His people taught by dumb idols, 

but by the lively preaching of His Word.” (HC pg 97)

 Jeremiah 10:8

 Habakkuk 2: 18-19

 2 Peter 1:19

 2 Timothy 3: 16-17

 Romans 10:17 

Principle: God must be worshipped in Spirit and in Truth

Application:

1. What will feed my soul in a more lasting way: beautiful stained glass windows or 

communing with GOD YAHWEH HIMSELF in church? 

2. Am I afraid to meet GOD YAHWEH HIMSELF and am more comfortable with images?  
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