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Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant life?

Review of October 4 , 2020

Question # 83. What is the Office of the Keys?

The preaching of the Holy Gospel and Christian discipline; by these two the kingdom of heaven 

is opened to believers and shut against unbelievers. ( Matthew 16:17-21; 18:18; John 20:23)

a. 16:15-16 “But what about you?”, He asked. “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

b. 16:18 “…And I tell you that you are Peter [Petros, masc] and on this rock [Petra, fem] I will 

build my church.”

c. 3 interpretations of Christ opening the preaching of the Holy Gospel in the Church Age 

under the New Covenant:

Reformed Scholars Christ Himself (1 Cor. 3: 10-11)

Other Scholars Peter and Apostles (Eph. 2: 19-22; 

Rev. 21:14)

Still other Scholars Peter’s testimony (Matt. 16:16)



Question 86: Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any 

merit of ours, why must we do good works?

Because Christ, having redeemed us by His blood, also renews us by His Holy Spirit after His own 

image, that with our whole life we show ourselves thankful to God for His blessing, and that He 

be glorified through us, then also, that we ourselves may be assured of our faith by the fruits 

thereof; and by our Godly walk win also others to Christ. 

4 reasons:

1. Serving God to show our thankfulness for Christ redeeming us ( buying us back from 

enslavement to sin) by His shed blood and renewing us through the indwelling of His Spirit

2. Christ will be glorified through us

3. We will be assured of our faith by the fruit we bear

4. Our Godly walk will win others to Christ

Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant 

life?
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Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant life?

1. Serving God to show our thankfulness for Christ redeeming us ( buying us back from 
enslavement to sin) by His shed blood and renewing us through the indwelling of His Spirit

a.  John 3:36

b. Romans 5:17

c.  Romans 6:13

d.  Romans 12:1-2

e.  1 Corinthians 6:19 – 20, 7:23

f.  1 Peter 2:5, 9 -10

2.   Christ will be glorified through us

a.   Matthew 5: 16

b.   Romans 6: 20 - 23

c.   1 Peter 2:12

3.   We will be assured of our faith by the fruit we bear

a.   Matthew 7: 17-18

b.   1 Corinthians 1: 5-6

c.   Galatians 5: 6, 22-23



Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant life?

4. Our Godly walk will win others to Christ

a.   Romans 15: 1-7

b.   2 Corinthians 1: 3-5; 2:14-17, 3: 2-3, 5:17-21

c.   1 Peter 3:1-2

Principle: Living by applying Biblical principles will lead to a life controlled by the righteousness of 
Christ not culture or circumstances

Application

1. How are you serving Christ and thus showing Him your thankfulness for your redemption?

2. How are you glorifying Christ in thought, word and deed?

3. What fruit of the Spirit are you demonstrating in your relationships ( remembering what we dwell 
on in our mind will determine our actions, i.e. good fruit vs bad fruit)

4. How are you demonstrating God’s enablement and strengthening that makes you rise above 
the pressure, chaos and stress of these troubling times?  



Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant life?

Question 87:  Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, 

unrepentant life?

By no means, for, as Scripture says, no unchaste person, idolater, adulterer, thief, covetous 

man, drunkard, slanderer, robber, or the like shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

1.   John 3:36

2.   1 Corinthians 5: 9-13, 6: 9-10

3.   Ephesians 4: 17-32, 5: 5-6, 6:10-18

4.  1 John 3: 14-15



Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of 

ours, why must we do good works?

Can they, then, not be saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, unrepentant life?

Principle: Christians are to live in the world as Christ’s ambassadors, but are not part of the 

world’s value system

Application:

1. In what areas of my life have I seen Christ, transform my thoughts, emotions, words or 

emotions from the way I used to be?

2. Who in my life needs to hear the gospel? Am I praying for opportunities to share and that 

God would prepare their heart in advance?

3. How could your words seasoned with grace and full of Christ’s love begin to show a 

relative, friend or co-worker the Christian way of life? 
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What is the Office of the Keys?

How is the kingdom of heaven opened and shut by the preaching of the Holy Gospel?

How is the kingdom of heaven shut and opened by Christian discipline?

https://www.eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/Essential%20Tenets

