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Review of September 27, 2020

Question #80. What difference is there between the Lord’s Supper and the Pope’s Mass?

a.  The Lord’s Supper testifies to us that we have full forgiveness of all our sins by the one   

sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which He Himself once accomplished on the cross (Hebrews 

7:27: 9:12, 25-28;10:10,12,14 ; John 19:30);

b. and that by the Holy Spirit we are engrafted into Christ ( 1 Corinthians 6:17),

c.  Who with His true body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father ( Hebrews 1:3; 

Hebrews 8:1),

d. and is there to be worshiped ( John 4:21-24; John 20:17; Luke 24:52; Acts 7:55;

Colossians 3:1; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10).

e. But the Mass teaches that the living and the dead do not have do not have

forgiveness of sins through the sufferings of Christ, unless Christ is still daily offered for

them by the priests, and that Christ is bodily under the form of bread and wine, and is

therefore to be worshiped in them.

f. And thus Mass at bottom is nothing else than a denial of the one sacrifice and

suffering of Jesus Christ ( Hebrews 9:1 – 10:39), and an accursed idolatry.



From the US Council of Catholic Bishops ( 2001) we read,

Passing through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that is, not belonging to 

this creation" (Heb 9:11), Jesus the eternal Son of God made his act of sacrifice in the presence of his 

Father, who lives in eternity. Jesus' one perfect sacrifice is thus eternally present before the Father, 

who eternally accepts it. This means that in the Eucharist, Jesus does not sacrifice himself again and 

again. Rather, by the power of the Holy Spirit his one eternal sacrifice is made present once again, re-

presented, so that we may share in it. Christ does not have to leave where he is in heaven to be with 

us. Rather, we partake of the heavenly liturgy where Christ eternally intercedes for us and presents his 

sacrifice to the Father and where the angels and saints constantly glorify God and give thanks for all 

his gifts: "To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and might, 

forever and ever" (Rev 5:13).
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https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-eucharist/the-real-presence-faqs
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Question #81. Who are to come to the table of the Lord? 

Those who are displeased with themselves for their sins, yet trust that these are forgiven 

them, and that their remaining infirmity is covered by the suffering and death of Christ who also 

desire more and more to strengthen their faith and to amend their life.  But the unrepentant 

and hypocrites eat and drink judgment to themselves ( 1 Corinthians 10: 19-22; 11:28-29)

Question #82. Are they, then, also to be admitted to this Supper who show themselves by their 

confession and life to be unbelieving and ungodly? 

a.  No, for thereby the covenant of God is profaned and His wrath provoked against the 

whole congregation (1 Corinthians 11:20, 34a; Isaiah 1:11-15, 66:3; Jeremiah 7:21-23; 

Psalm 50:16-17);

b.  Therefore the Christian Church is bound, according to the order of Christ and His 

Apostles, to exclude such persons by the Office of the Keys until they amend their lives. 
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Question # 83. What is the Office of the Keys?

The preaching of the Holy Gospel and Christian discipline; by these two the kingdom of heaven 
is opened to believers and shut against unbelievers. ( Matthew 16:17-21; 18:18; John 20:23)

a. 16:15-16 “But what about you?”, He asked. “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

b. 16:18 “…And I tell you that you are Peter [Petros, masc] and on this rock [Petra, fem] I will 
build my church.”

c. 3 interpretations of Christ opening the preaching of the Holy Gospel in the Church Age 
under the New Covenant:

Reformed Scholars Christ Himself (1 Cor. 3: 10-11)

Other Scholars Peter and Apostles (Eph. 2: 19-22; Rev. 21:14)

Still other Scholars Peter’s testimony (Matt. 16:16)
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The second key, according to the HC and the Westminster Confession of Faith is Christian 

church discipline. 

Transitioning from Christ’s first and second offices of Prophet and Priest to now His third                

office as King.  

“1.  The Lord Jesus, as King and Head of His Church, hath therein appointed a government in 

the hand of church-officers, distinct from the civil magistrate.

2.  To these officers the keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed, by virtue whereof 

they have power respectively to retain and remit sins, to shut that kingdom against the 

impenitent, both by word and censures [i.e. discipline]; and to open it unto penitent sinners, 

by the ministry of the Gospel, and by absolution from censures [i.e. discipline], as occasion 

shall require.” (WCF Chap 28, pp 231-239.)

* Isaiah 9:6-7

*   1 Corinthians 12:12

• Ephesians 2:20; 4:1-7, 11-13
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Scriptural Principles Hierarchical Congregational Presbyterian

Christ alone is the head 

of the church

No Yes Yes

Elders are chosen by the 

people over whom they 

are to rule

No Yes Yes

All ruling elders-bishops 

are equal in authority

No Yes Yes

Each particular church 

must have a plurality of 

elder-bishops

No No Yes

Church elder-bishops 

are ordained by the 

presbytery

No Varies Yes

The right of appeal from 

the smaller to the wider 

assembly of elder-

bishops exists

No No Yes
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Principle: God’s inspired Word is the final authority for all matters of faith and life  

Therefore, under Christ’s Kingship, the administration of the principles for church discipline 
found in the Scriptures are active today through the visible church’s ruling elders. 

3 basic types of government in the visible Church today:

Hierarchical – authority centralized into the hands of the highest ranking church official

(ex. Church of Rome, Methodist, Eastern Orthodox, Church of England)

Congregational – each individual church has autonomy of its government, without any 
outside influences.  (ex. United Church of Christ, National Association of 

Congregational Churches, Conservative Congregational Christian 

Conference)

Presbyterian – the government of the whole church by the body of elders or bishops. 

Application: 

1.  How have you supported our church leadership through cooperation, encouragement 
and prayer? If not, how could you start? 
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Question 84. How is the kingdom of heaven opened (loosed) and shut (bound) by the 

preaching of the Holy Gospel? 

In this way: that, according to the command of Christ, it is proclaimed and openly 

witnessed to believers, one and all, that as often as they accept with true faith the promise 

of the Gospel, all their sins are really forgiven them of God for the sake of Christ’s merits; and 

on the contrary, to all unbelievers and hypocrites, that the wrath of God and eternal 

condemnation abide on them so long as they are not converted. (John 20:21-23)

According to this testimony of the Gospel, God will judge men both in this life and in that 

which is to come. 

 “The truth is that the power to open and to shut the kingdom of heaven is inherent in 

Christ alone, and administered by all officers (elders, bishops) of the Church.” (WCF, 

Chapter 28 pg 234.) Matthew 16:18-19; 18:17-18; John 20:21

 I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 

every one who believes.  Romans 1:16

 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-24
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Principle:  Our faith in God’s plan of our redemption through Christ’s death on the cross and 

resurrection does not rest on man’s wisdom but on God’s power. 

Application

1.  Preaching the Gospel is the first key to the kingdom of heaven. How have you responded?

Have you opened the door and gone in? 

Revelation 3:20  

Here I am!! I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

go in and eat with him, and he with me. 

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever (insert your 

name here) believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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Question # 85. How is the kingdom of heaven shut and opened by Christian discipline?

“In this way: that, according to the command of Christ, if any under the Christian name 

show themselves unsound either in doctrine or in life, and after several brotherly admonitions 

do not turn from their errors or evil ways, they are complained of to the church or to its 

proper officers; and, if they [the unsound brother] neglect to hear them [the elders or 

bishops] also, are by them [the elders or bishops] denied the holy sacraments and thereby 

excluded from the Christian communion, and by God Himself from the kingdom of Christ; 

and if they promise and show real amendment, they are again received as members of 

Christ and His Church.” (HC page85)

 Matthew 18:15-18

 1 Corinthians 5:3-5,11

 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15

 Titus 3:10

 2 John 10 - 11
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 “Church censures (discipline) are necessary for :

* the reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren 

* for deterring of others from the like offenses

* for purging out of that leaven which might infect the whole lump

* for vindicating the honour of Christ

* and the holy profession of the Gospel

* for preventing the wrath of God, which might justly fall on a church, if they should suffer

His covenant and the seals thereof, to be profaned by notorious and obstinate offenders

For the better attaining of these ends, the officers of the church are to proceed by 

admonition, suspension from the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for a season, and by 

excommunication from the church, according to the nature of the crime, and demerit of the 

person.” WCF, Chapter 28, pp[.. 235-236
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ECO Constitution (Essential Tenets, Polity, and Rules of Discipline, 2018). 

Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person 

gently.  But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:1-2) 

1.0 Purpose of Church Discipline (Excerpted pg 34.)

1.1  All human beings are sinners by nature, by influence, by choice, and by action.  Sin is destructive, contagious, 
parasitical, polluting, and disabling.  The purpose of church discipline is redemptive: to correct and restrain sin; 
to help the spiritual growth of people; to achieve justice and compassion for all participants involved; to 
correct or restrain wrongdoing in order to bring covenant partners to repentance and restoration; and to 
correct weaknesses, mistakes and offenses of individuals and councils.  Appropriate reasons for discipline are 
actions contrary to the faith and practice to which, according to the Scripture, all Christians are called, or 
which are contrary to the Constitution of ECO.

1.2  Discipline in the church should be appropriate to the nature of the error of the offense.  All acts of discipline, 
both for individuals and councils, should be weighed carefully, keeping in mind the purpose of the discipline.  In 
all cases, the process and procedures used in church discipline shall afford all the opportunity to be heard and 
shall be fair and just to all participants.

1.3  The traditional biblical obligation to conciliate, mediate, and adjust differences without strife is not diminished 
by these Rules of Discipline.  The biblical duty of church people to “come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way to court…” (Matthew 5:25) is not abated or diminished. It remains the duty of every 
church member to try (prayerfully and seriously) to bring about an adjustment or settlement of the quarrel, 
complaint, delinquency, or irregularity asserted.
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Principle: Christ’s powerful Word purifys and sanctifies His Church

“And when this discipline is administered according to the Word of Christ it is no mere form or 

powerless pretense,  It is an actual administration of the power of Christ by which the 

kingdom heaven is actually closed unto him unless and until he repents.” WCF Chapter 28 pg
234.

Application

1. Is church discipline meant to be offensive and alienating to the one being dealt with or

the rest of the congregation? (See Matthew 18:15-18;  1 Corinthians 5:13 with 2 Corinthians 

2:6-8)

2.  Is church discipline being judgmental? ( a common misappropriation of Matthew 7:1)

(See 2 Thessalonians 2:8-17)

3.  What is the purpose of church discipline?

4.  What must precede the discipline of excommunication?

5.  What two conditions must exist before excommunication is required?  
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