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Helpful 

Dear friends, 

 As we begin our churchwide study this year we are going to be talking a lot about “open doors,” and how God is a committed door opener 

for his people. 

 As I think about the history of this church I am amazed at the occasions when at just the right time God saw fit to open a door.      

 It began with the city of Durham beginning to grow south and the need for a Presbyterian witness in that part of the county.  Some people 

were willing to leave their established churches to become something new while others who had just moved to the area joined in as well.  On a 

six acre plot of land bought at an auction from the board of education a building was built in the late 60’s that would be Triangle Presbyterian 

Church’s home.  In that place a congregation that grew to be about 100 members worked together for God’s kingdom.   

 Twenty years later a new door opened as southwest Durham grew and the opportunity presented itself to sell that property and move to 

a location better suited for the ministry God had planned for this group of disciples.  That was not an easy door to step through.  It meant 

leaving a building that had become home and finding a new place to call home.  That is when the church took up residence at 5001 Tudor 

Place.  Within a few years of moving into our current location, it became clear that the church had already outgrown the facility, but another 

door opened to expand the sanctuary and add educational rooms.   

 About eight years later with the church still growing, a major gift allowed the church to move ahead by adding additional classrooms and 

the space we now call the Family Life Center.  What a joy it was to see that versatile space filled with tables and covenant partners as we 

enjoyed a wonderful meal together and then engaged in our Ash Wednesday service participating in the Lord’s Supper around those same 

tables. I must admit I look at the facility that we now have and feel very blessed that we have the space that we have to do the ministry that 

we do.  And we are where we are and we have the ministry that we have, all because God opened doors and invited us to step through.   

 Just a few years ago God began stirring in the hearts of our elders and deacons that a new door was opening.  After being frustrated and 

feeling quite out of place in the denomination in which we had done ministry for nearly 50 years another door opened.  This one a bit 

unnerving.  What would it mean to leave the familiar, safe space of the PCUSA to join a “start-up” denomination with less than 400 churches?  

When we began the process of changing denominations, we did not know whether we would be able to keep the property we had spent 

decades building and maintaining.  We recognized that stepping through God’s open doors doesn’t mean life will be easier on the other side.  

What we came to discern through a nearly two-year process was that God had opened the door and faithfulness on our part required that we 

step through.  We did that with an overwhelming majority affirmation.  It was in February, two years ago, that we were finally released from 

New Hope Presbytery, so that we might join the Presbytery of North Carolina in ECO:  A Covenant Order of Presbyterians.  But our story of 

walking through doors is far from over.   

 Here is how God has met us on the other side of this particular door.  First, He gave us the means to meet our financial obligation to New 

Hope Presbytery in just two months rather than the six years that were anticipated.  That meant we paid an amount that was approximately 

half of our annual budget with gifts that were above and beyond our regular giving.  If that were not an adequate confirmation that we 

stepped through the right door, God provided the resources we would need to pay off our mortgage years before the last payment was due 

bringing us to the point of being debt free for the first time in 25 years.   

 Now we are ready to step through more open doors.  This is what ECO calls “taking our flourishing next step.”  Recently the session and 

board of deacons met for a planning retreat and came to a unanimous conclusion concerning how we would move ahead with pastoral staffing 

as we look toward an exciting future of ministry.  This includes filling an associate pastor position that has been vacant for three years and a 

thoughtful plan for succession when I retire years down the road.  You’ll be hearing more about that in the days to come. 

 When God places an open door before us and we truly discern it is God who has opened the door, may we continue to boldly step 

through because it will only be on the other side of that door that we will find God’s future for us. 

 

Together with you on this journey of faith, 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  
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Educating Disciples:  The Apostles’ Creed 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Location: Fellowship A 

In an age of cafeteria-style religion, Christians young and old must distinguish between the tenets of our faith and 

modern trends with no biblical basis. Reciting together the 12 affirmations of the Apostles' Creed as we do most 

Sundays may sound odd or cultish to some. Why do we do it, and what does it mean to believe these truths that 

are foundational to our life in Christ? Together we will seek to understand the essence of our faith, so that the 

Word of God transforms our minds and liberates us to live a new life. 

      

     Fellowshipping Disciples:  1 Peter: Walk the Talk 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Location: Fellowship Hall B 

Becoming holy begins in our mind, “If you want to act holy, you have to learn to think holy”, 1 Peter 1: 13-16. Thinking 
differently affects our behavior.  We must be obedient to God, forgive others, make right choices, live in peace, and trust God. 
Join the Fellowship class as we study 1 Peter, in which these topics are explored. This study is based on a Series Builder by 
Steve May who publishes Preaching Library.  Everyone is welcome anytime. 

Equipping Disciples 

Facilitator:  Mark & Julliellen Simpson-Vos, Location:  Room 100 

Jesus has called us to follow him--to be His disciples. But what does that mean in practice? What gifts does the Holy Spirit 

provide to equip us and help us grow as followers of Jesus Christ? All are invited to join this supportive, conversational class 

for study, discussion, and prayer meant to help you end 2020 with a clear sense of your calling to mission and ministry in 

response to God's grace. From January 26-March 1, we'll be using Kyle Idleman's book and video study, Not A Fan, to guide 

our conversation . Everyone is welcome! 

 

Supporting Disciples (Sr. Adults): The Book of James 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Location:  Room 101 

Is it possible to live a Christian life in the modern world?  How should I respond to the tensions of this world as a Christian?  

If you take 20 minutes and read this letter, your life will change.  This video series by Robert Emmitt will cover money, 

tension, discrimination and a look at Jesus that will change your life. 

Establishing Disciples:  The Bible That Jesus Read 

Facilitator:  Jon & Amie Palmer, Location:  Room 201 

Although many Christians consider the New Testament more important than the Old, the New Testament was written after 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, making the Old Testament “the Bible Jesus read“ this fact obligated Christians to know it well. This 
study by Philip Yancy approaches key sections of the Hebrew Bible (mostly from Job, Deuteronomy, The Psalms, Ecclesiastes, 
and the Prophets) and confronts core questions of the Christian Faith: Do I matter? Does God care? Why doesn't God act? 
Rather than providing simple answers– he in fact says that “by no means did Jesus resolve the problem of pain” - this study 
instead affirms our need to know this ancient text more deeply in order to know our Lord more personally. 
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 Lenten Special Events for Kids during  

Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship 

March 22:  Seder Meal celebration—Each elementary aged class will experience tasting the elements of the 

Seder/Passover celebration as they explore the origin of our Lord’s Supper/Communion remembrance each 

month.  Each food item is a visual and sensory reminder of how God rescued His people from Egypt.  Our 

Lord’s Supper celebration reminds us of how Jesus rescued us from sin and death through His body and 

blood given for us on the cross. 

 

April 5:  Resurrection Station Walk in the Family Life Center.  Each class will take a scheduled journey 

through the experiences the women had on their way to the empty tomb. Stations include visual or sensory 

symbols and a scripture reading as they make their way to Easter morning.  Why are we doing this on Palm 

Sunday?  To prepare our hearts for Holy Week.  Church family members may visit the stations following the 

2nd service. 

 

April 9:  Tenebrae Service of Darkness on Maundy Thursday, 7:00PM. Children 4 years through 10 years can 

participate in a kids Maundy Thursday service of prayer and reflection, walking through Jesus’ last night 

before the crucifixion.  Adult worship includes scripture readings and meditations by various church 

members as well as meaningful musical selections. 

Childcare for children 3 and under will be provided upon request.  Contact Nancy at 

nancy@trianglegrace.org in order to sign your child up for childcare or the Kids’ Prayer Service. 

 

Christian Education Leaders Appreciation  -  March 15 

We are so blessed to have faithful teachers and leaders of adult 

education groups, youth programs, and children’s discipleship 

groups. 

Do you like to bake?  We are recruiting bakers and cooks for two tables of yummy goodies.  

We’re looking for cookies, coffee cakes, fruit trays, cupcakes, banana bread OR you can 

donate juice or punch ingredients. Is your mouth watering yet?  Call or email Nancy in the 

office to volunteer or sign up on our website. 

Wednesday Bible Study  

Will not be meeting during the Lenten Study 



   

4 

Haiti Vacation Bible School Trip Opportunity  

A VBS trip sponsored by Family Health Ministries and led by Nancy Holton is being planned for July 27- August 1. 
TGC’ers can join and serve with others from area churches. You may learn more by checking out the FHM website 
at www.familyhm.org/. Click on Mission Travel to learn specifics. We will be primarily working in the church 
community of Terre Noire, a suburb of Port-au-Prince. You do NOT need to speak French or Creole in order to 
participate since we partner with the church members who serve in Children’s Ministries and with capable 
translators. You do need to love Jesus and love His kids! 

Call or email Nancy in the office with questions at Nancy@trianglegrace.org 

Mark your calendars NOW for  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 

Monday, June 22  – Wednesday, June 24 from 6-8 pm 

Each evening elementary kids and preschoolers will experience the Bible 
stories, applications, crafts, games and snacks.  

The curriculum is entitled,  Rainforest Exploration: Jesus Leads the Way 

We will meet three evenings from 6:00-8:00 pm, Monday through Wednesday, allowing folks to have their 
weekends for family and travel, and focusing on building our community of faith! 

Our key verse is Matthew 19:21b- But you will have treasures in heaven; and come, follow me. Each story 
leads us to see how following God brings direction and healing and His presence and the opportunity to share 
the Good News that Jesus IS our Savior.  

Middle School students will have their own team program during the same time frame with interest 
appropriate activities. There will be an adult class, with yet to be announced class foci. 

 

Interested in helping with VBS, either now or later??  We’ll be looking for teachers,  
decorators, camp counselors/tour guides and more in the months ahead. Adults and senior high students 
interested in helping as tour guides, craft team members, or room decorators should sign the volunteer 
registration list on the sign up board upstairs or in the Welcome Center or email Nancy at 
nancyholton@trianglepc.org.  There are three theme areas and Bible stories. Volunteers to help plan theme 
settings, teacher volunteers? Teachers will be able to select which story they would like to teach.  

 

Partner with Family Health Ministries in supporting the Carmelle Voltaire Health Center 
for Women and Children in Tom Gato, Haiti!   

We invite you to join us for our Annual Gala and Silent Auction, Saturday, April 2th from 6-9 pm.  You may 
purchase your tickets at www.FamilyHM.org or call 919.382.5500.  Tickets are $85 for adults, $50 for students.  
Our meal will be catered by Rocky Top Catering from Raleigh with vegetarian options available upon request. 
Music and dancing provided by EG Peters Band!  Join the fun and bid on cool stuff in support of desperately 
needed care for Haitian families! 

mailto:nancyholton@trianglepc.org
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MLY—Major League  
Youth 

Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday 

night from 3:45-5:30PM at TPC. We 

always have a blast—come join us!  

Varsity High School 
Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday 

night from 6:15-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love 

for you to come and join in!   If you’re 

looking to learn some more—stop by our 

high school Bible study on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.  
Contact Pastor Jeff for more 

info on youth activities. 
jeff@trianglegrace.org. 

YM360 Generate Camp June 15-19 

Fun in the Son    July 6-11 

 

1  2:00-3:30PM  Confirmation Class 

    3:45-5:30PM  MLY / 6:15-8:00PM  Varsity  

4  6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

8  2:00-3:30PM  Confirmation Class 

  3:45-5:30PM  MLY / 6:15-8:00PM  Varsity  

11  6:30 – 7:30PM Varsity Bible Study 

15  2:00-3:30PM   Confirmation Class 

  3:45-5:30PM  MLY / 6:15-8:00PM  Varsity  

18  6:30 -7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

22  2:00-3:30PM  Confirmation Class 

  4:15PM    MLY/Varsity - Winter Jam 

25  6:30-7:30PM   Varsity Bible Study 

29  2:00-3:30PM   Confirmation Class 

  3:45-5:30PM  MLY / 6:15-8:00PM  Varsity  
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, March 12 at 11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having 

lunch with our older members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Golden 

Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful time of great food and fellowship topped off with a short devotion 

led by one of the Pastors. 
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PAT H WAY S  G R O U P :  M a r c h  Ev e n t s !  

‘Pathways: a Christian journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is 
welcome.  Continue to look for specific information in the newsletter and bulletin. 

3/9   Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC 

3/13  Game night at 7 PM– location TBA 

3/22  Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm at Blaze Pizza  

3/23               Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC 

***Note that there is not a Ministry Team Night Dinner in March  

    If there are any questions or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 
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45th Durham CROP Hunger Walk 

     Sign up on our website today 

Sunday April 5, 2020 •Duke Chapel •2:30 start 

 

Let’s get our friends and families out together to help support the 46th Durham CROP Walk.  As 
part of our community outreach at Triangle Grace Church we have long supported this walk for 
hunger.  This year our walk will be similar but a shorter 5K route. 25% of all money received goes 
to work in Durham feeding hungry people.  The other 75% goes to fund emergency relief and long
-term development projects to end hunger in more than 50 countries around the world including 
the US.  
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Church Work Day -  April 18 

 

We have an opportunity to gather for some good exercise and fellowship!  From 8:30 

AM to noon, please consider joining your fellow TGC’ers in completing a variety of 

cleanup tasks inside and outside the church. Members of your facilities team will be 

on hand to provide direction.  The planned tasks require more desire and effort than 

any special ability or knowledge. Cleaning supplies will be available, but for outdoor 

work, you may wish to bring gloves, rakes, etc. Call Mike Martin (919-493-8103) if you 

have questions.   

Fayetteville Street Elementary School Backpack Buddies 

Food items due Sunday, March 22 
 

No glass jars.  Remember...the kids have to carry these items home on the bus so buy normal size 
cans. 

 

1 pound bag white rice 

1 pound bag dried pinto or black beans 

1 pound spaghetti noodles 

1 box Chicken Helper 

1-24 oz can spaghetti sauce (no glass jars) 

1 shaker Parmesan cheese 

2-12.5 ounce cans white meat chicken 

3 cans vegetables (corn, green beans, mixed veggies) 

3 cans tomato or chicken noodle soup 

2 cans canned pasta (spaghetti, ravioli) 

1 can cream of mushroom or cream of chicken soup 

1 box instant oatmeal or grits 

1 box granola/cereal bars 

2 cans fruit (peaches, pears, pineapple, mixed fruit) 

1 jar applesauce or 1 pack apple sauce/fruit cups 

1 plastic container peanut butter 

1 plastic container jelly 

Volunteers are also needed at all grade levels to work alongside teachers in the classrooms. If 

you can offer several hours of your time per month, email susanbradley@comcast.net. 
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You should be into your first week of study with your small groups.  If you are still in need  of a small group, 
its not too late. Contact Karis Jackson at karis@tianglegrace.org to be placed into one today.  If you are 
doing this study individually and need help setting up your RightNow Media account or understanding how 
it works, please let us know.   

We encourage you to purchase the participants guide if you have not already either at Christianbooks.com 
or Amazon.com.  Pastor Ray will have a sermon series in conjunction with this study beginning March 1 and 
running through  March 29. 
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2020 Church-wide Lenten Study 

Do you like to cook or try out new recipes on willing folks?  Triangle Grace has a ministry to meet that 
need.  Through the Meal Train website, we connect folks who like to cook with folks who need to 
eat.  When babies are born, or surgeries happen, or accidents lay us low,  the Meal Train gang comes 
along side of these folks to meet their needs. 
 
Contact Nikki in the church office at 919-544-2872 or nikki@trianglegrace.org and she will add your  
e-mail address to the list of volunteers, and you will be notified when a need arises. 

Join us as we gather for various activities in the coming months. Be sure to mark your calendars for our 2020 Women’s 

Retreat on September 19.  Look for more information to come in the next few months. Its going to be great! 

March 15 : Lunch after 2nd service at 12:30PM 

May date TBD– 1st leadership planning meeting (email kcole18@gmail.com if you are interested in helping) 

June 13 from 10am-2pm: Lysa TerKeurst conference in Fayetteville, NC at Village Baptist Church.  We will leave the church 

at 7:30am and arrive home by 4:00pm. The early bird special registration of $35.00 per ticket & the deadline is March 1. 

After that, $40.00 is the fee and tickets are expected to go quickly. Please email kcole18@gmail.com ASAP if interested!  

mailto:kcole18@gmail.com
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1 Marilynn Whitmore 

2 Kim Cato 

 Michael Jackson 

 Julia Martin 

3 Iva Barnes 

 Patty Yunker 

4 Analisse Kirschner 

 Nikki Goss 

 Donna Frank 

 Randy Hartwell 

5 Ray Huml 

6 Ken Smith 

7 Megan Dice 
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5 Dusty & Sherri Ellington 

6 Pat & Ellen Roeber 

14 Robert & Caroline Flinn 

18 Cliff & Alice Decker 

20 Vin & Julie Anderson 

 Bill & Peggy Pulley 

 Scott & René Riley 

25 John & Ursula Valgus 
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 27 Becki & Scott Green 

28 Roger & Patty Yunker 

8 Beth Canada 

 Isaac Palmer 

 Alana Scott 

 Ken VanDalen 

12 Barbara Fields 

13 Reni Robbins 

 Beverly Salerno 

14 Ethan Green 

11 Jim Huber 

 Garret Nelson 

 Randy Pafford 

16 David Borasky 

 Anna Greico 

17 Will Thurman 

18 Sam Taylor 

19 Kelley Crabtree 

20 Benny Hutchins 

22 Jeremy Mario 

 Will Sipe 

23 Pat Roeber 

 Jenny Shafer 

 Michael Slack 

 Randy Trumbower 

24 Donna Monzon 

 Drew Roeber 

25 Judy Fleming 

27 Steve Bennett 

28 Cathy Martz 

29 Matt Canada 

30 Mark Granata 

31 Marie Vogel 

 Christine Smith 
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