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Dear friends, 

 As we begin a new year of ministry together I want to take a moment to reflect on 2019 before I say a word about how I 

believe God is leading us into His exci#ng future. 

 Last year was a significant year for Triangle Grace Church in part because it was our first full year as a part of ECO: A 

Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. In our new denomina#on we are being constantly encouraged to look toward 

making our next flourishing step which reflects ECO’s mo/o “to build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 The Session and Board of Deacons began the year by engaging in 

a six-month study that was produced by ECO and designed to help us 

decide what our next flourishing steps should be. We are con#nuing 

to think and pray about that as we con#nue to move forward. A part 

of that process has been to think about what our current and future 

staffing pa/erns should look like. As you know we have not had an 

associate pastor for spiritual growth and discipleship for several years 

now. The session is now ac#vely working on whether our old pa/ern 

of senior pastor and associate pastors is s#ll the best model or might 

there be another way that would be/er fit our future. We have 

greater freedom to explore such things in ECO. 

 During 2019 we were incredibly blessed by God in myriad ways. 

We have been joined by some new covenant partners (ECO’s name 

for members) who have enthusias#cally joined in the life and 

ministry of Triangle Grace. We had six babies born into the 

congrega#on which has not happened in a while. We were able to 

pay off our mortgage significantly early which has freed addi#onal 

dollars for ministry. We had opportunity to bless our new presbytery 

by hos#ng their October mee#ng. 

 I believe that God blesses us so that we might be a blessing to others. At the last session mee#ng of the year, because of 

your faithfulness in stewardship and the clear presence of God’s blessings on us as a church family, we were able to bless 

our ministry partners with special gi<s above and beyond the amounts that we have given them through the year. Those 

gi<s to our ministry partners totaled $45,000. Those gi<s were distributed to both local ministries as well as interna#onal 

missions that we support. God has been blessing us in some surprising and inspiring ways and we want to be faithful in our 

response to those blessings. 

 All of this is to say that I think the events of 2019 are launching us into 2020 in some exci#ng ways. We are con#nuing to 

strengthen exis#ng programs and are looking for new areas where we can join God in the work He is doing in the world. I 

can’t wait to see where God is going to lead us in the months and years to come. 

Together with you on this journey of faith, 

Dear TGC family, Diane and I are grateful for the love 

and care you have given us through our now over 32 

years of ministry in your midst. This has been an 

especially exci#ng year as we have just completed 

our first full year in ECO. We have been blessed by 

the ways you have embraced the new and exci#ng 

future we believe God has for Triangle Grace 

Church. We have been humbled and blessed by the 

ways you have touched our lives. We are especially 

grateful for the many ways you have expressed your 

love to and for us through the Advent and Christmas 

season.  

With love in Christ,  

Ray and Diane  
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  
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Educa&ng Disciples:  The Apostle’s Creed 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: Fellowship A 

In an age of cafeteria-style religion, Chris#ans young and old must dis#nguish between the tenets of our faith and 

modern trends with no biblical basis. Reci#ng together the 12 affirma#ons of the Apostles' Creed as we do most 

Sundays may sound odd or cul#sh to some. Why do we do it, and what does it mean to believe these truths that 

are founda#onal to our life in Christ? Together we will seek to understand the essence of our faith, so that the 

Word of God transforms our minds and liberates us to live a new life. 

      Fellowshipping Disciples:  1 Peter: Walk the Talk 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Loca�on: Fellowship Hall B 

Becoming holy begins in our mind, “If you want to act holy, you have to learn to think holy”, 1 Peter 1: 13-16. Thinking 

differently affects our behavior.  We must be obedient to God, forgive others, make right choices, live in peace, and trust God. 

Join the Fellowship class as we study 1 Peter, in which these topics are explored. This study is based on a Series Builder by 

Steve May who publishes Preaching Library.  Everyone is welcome any#me. 

        Equipping Disciples:  New Year, new focus! 

Facilitator:  Mark & Julliellen Simpson-Vos, Loca�on:  Room 100 

Join us for study and conversa#on in an encouraging, informal environment as we learn together what it means to follow 

Jesus ac#vely as disciples, not just admire Him as fans.  If you’re ready to make a New Year’s resolu#on to grow in confidence 

that God has gi<ed all Chris#ans with the tools we need for ministry and mission and to be strengthened and encouraged to 

use God’s gi<s in your daily life, whatever your life stage or circumstance, this is the group for you! Join us on Sunday, January 

5 at 10am for an hour of food and fellowship to learn more.  Our first class will begin on January 19.   

      Suppor&ng Disciples (Sr. Adults): Proverbs 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Loca�on:  Room 101 

This class is currently reading the book of Proverbs, one of the first self help books ever wri/en. It was mainly wri/en and 

compiled by Solomon, son of David. 

   Paren&ng Class on January 5 and 19: My Family’s Compass Set on Christ 

Facilitator:  Jeff Spainjour, Loca�on:  FLC 

Join Pastor Jeff in the Family Life Center as together you navigate topics such as adolescence, technology, culture and much 

more.  This class is open to all but is especially appropriate for anyone with a child in 2nd grade and above. 

We encourage class members to a/end Jeff's paren#ng class, even those who are not parents, so that we can more 

intelligently help the parents in our church to raise faithful Chris#an kids, as we all promise to do at every bap#sm. 

         Establishing Disciples:  The Bible That Jesus Read 

Facilitator:  Jon & Amie Palmer, Loca�on:  Room 201 

Although many Chris#ans consider the New Testament more important than the Old, the New Testament was wri/en a<er 

Jesus’ earthly ministry, making the Old Testament “the Bible Jesus read“ this fact obligated Chris#ans to know it well. This 

study by Philip Yancy approaches key sec#ons of the Hebrew Bible (mostly from Job, Deuteronomy, The Psalms, Ecclesiastes, 

and the Prophets) and confronts core ques#ons of the Chris#an Faith: Do I ma/er? Does God care? Why doesn't God act? 

Rather than providing simple answers– he in fact says that “by no means did Jesus resolve the problem of pain” - this study 

instead affirms our need to know this ancient text more deeply in order to know our Lord more personally. 
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Children’s Ministries Team Mee�ng 

Wednesday, January 8 at 7:00PM 

Join us for Ministry team night dinner, followed by our planning mee#ng. Parents, volunteers and interested 

folks are invited for prayer and input into how we can most effec#vely minister to our children, birth thru 5th 

grade and their families. Agenda items include plans for our Basketball Hoops Mini-camp on February 1 and 

upcoming programming for the season of Lent and EVEN VBS (June 22-24).  

TGC HOOPS HALF DAY CAMP  ·  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 

Our camp will feature drills, devo#ons, snacks and scrimmages from 9:00AM- 12:00PM 

with two graded age groups: K-2 & 3rd-5th grades.  Our camp director, Ma/ McLaughlin, 

is excitedly preparing and recrui#ng coaches and assistant coaches.  Do you love kids, 

enjoy basketball and digging into the Bible? Contact Nancy Holton in the office OR Ma/ 

McLaughlin at ma/.mclaughlin83@gmail.com.  The early registra#on fee is $10 on or 

before January 19 and $15 a<er that.  Tell your friends to come and see what fun we can have 

on a cold Saturday morning in February!   

Register today on our website! 

 Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K) —13 week session beings, Thursday, January 23, 6:00-8:00PM 

 TGC Hoops Bible Skills and Scrimmage — Saturday, February 1, 9:00AM-Noon 

 Wednesday Clubs Spring session begins —Wednesday, January 29, 4:30-7:30PM 

 Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event —Saturday, February 29 

 Teacher/Volunteer Apprecia&on Breakfast — Sunday, March 15, 9:30-11:30AM 

 Lenten Season Seder Meal —  In Children’s Worship & during Sunday Clubs, March 22 

 Resurrec&on Morning Sta&ons in the FLC —Sunday, April 5 

 Easter Sunday, April 12 —with 6:45 Sunrise Service and breakfast  

 Wednesday Clubs Play and Middle School Youth SpagheA Dinner Fundraiser —Sunday, April 26 

 SonRock Kids Camp (Vaca&on Bible School 2020) —Monday, June 22 – Wednesday, June 24, 6:00-8:00PM 

Want more informa�on?  Contact Nancy at nancy@trianglegrace.org. 

Bible Study -The Book of Acts 

Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (Starts back January 15) 

Join us in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the spread of gospel through people 

like Peter and Paul. Even if you haven't been in this Bible study before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into 

the book of Acts. 

Lenten, Spring and Summer Planning Lunch 

Teachers, parents and other volunteers—join us on Sunday February  9 at 12:30 pm in room 101.  We will be 

praying, planning and focusing on our Lenten ac#vi#es, Teacher and Volunteer Apprecia#on, and recrui#ng for 

Vaca#on Bible School teachers and decora#ng teams.  Lunch will be provided with homemade soup, salad and 

chocolate.  Want to help with breads, cheese and other desserts?  Text Nancy or call her at 919-630-1851. 
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Wednesday Clubs for Kids Spring Semester Session  

Wednesday, January 29 at 4:30pm   

You may pick up a registra#on form or register on our website.  Clubs provide Bible study, 

recrea#on, meals and music and drama prepara#on for our spring musical, April 26.   All kids 

in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited!!!  Call Nancy in the office or contact her at 

nancyholton@trianglegrace.org  for more informa#on.  Childcare for children of volunteers is 

provided.   

The musical is en#tled, “The Not So Terrible Parable,”  produced by Li/le Big Stuff Publishers.  

Our Bible studies will include lessons in Proverbs from “The Young Peacemakers” and “God’s Big Book of Animals””. 

Want to join the Clubs program support team?    If you did not help first semester, but would like to join a support team, 

please call Nancy. Opportuni#es include cooking for one or two meals during the clubs program, helping with recrea#on 

from 4:30 – 5pm, or coaching kids as they learn memory verses, also from 4:30-5. 

 

Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship Class Offering 

This year we will focus on collec#ng food items for Backpack Buddy Bags to be sent home during spring break for the families 

of Faye/eville Street Elementary School.  Look for specifics in January!  Our goal is to provide bags containing breakfast items, 

meal components and specific fruits and vegetables to facilitate healthy ea#ng. 

                   DivorceCare and DivorceCare For Kids (DC4K) 

           Thursday, January  23 

DivorceCare for adults is a video and discussion based support group for those in our church and/or community who are 

dealing with divorce, separa$on and/or blended families and is offered at the same $me as a new session of DivorceCare for 

Kids. Both groups are led by experienced facilitator teams who are members of TGC.  Core values are encouragement, 

confiden$ality and listening without judgement. If you would like to register for either or both programs you may contact the 

church office at office@trianglegrace.org. or 919-544-2872, or text Nancy Holton at 919-630-1851. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT DC4K? Games, cra@s, music, snacks, exercises and Bible verses teach children to relax and rest secure in 

God’s love. Each week a video drama presents stories of children who are experiencing divorce-related challenges and are 

finding help and encouragement. For more informa$on about DC4K, go to www.dc4k.org. You can also find parent resources 

at www.dc4k.org/parentzone 

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? Program ac$vi$es begin at 6 pm and conclude at 8. 

WHY SHOULD A CHILD OR FAMILY PARTICIPATE?  DC4K provides a safe place with ac$vi$es that help kids recognize and learn 

to share their feelings, while being affirmed as a child of God.  There will be consistent staff including trained teachers as well 

as other loving volunteers.  This is NOT a counseling program.  Blaming parents is NOT encouraged and confiden$ality is 

extended to kids unless kids express intent to harm themselves or others.  Would you like more informa$on or want to pass 

along informa$on to folks you know?   Contact Nancy Holton at nancyholton@trianglegrace.org. 
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        Announcing the TGC Garden Group 
 

 

Triangle Grace Church has numerous trees and an assortment of shrubs, but birds and 

pollinators could benefit from more flowers.  Crea#ng a more biodiverse habitat will 

increase pollen and nectar sources, bu/erflies, and natural bird food.  Over one hundred 

perennials have been planted since October 2018.  October 2019 found a dozen TGC’ers 

busily plan#ng 650 na#ve grasses on the 

slope in the back parking lot. 

 

Julia Bales, a deacon on the facili#es commi/ee, will be chairing a Garden 

Commi/ee in 2020.  The focus of the commi/ee is finding ac#ve gardeners 

who can help provide vision for future subtle improvements to the church 

grounds.  The first scheduled commi/ee mee#ng is on Saturday, January 

25 at 2:00 P.M. 

A Garden Club will be star#ng in February for TGCers who are interested in 

gardening and nature.  If you think you need direc#on and possibly 

instruc#ons on what to do outside in the yard, this is the place for you! We will help each other accomplish various 

tasks throughout the year.  We will kick off the Garden Club on Saturday, February 8 at 2:00 P.M. by hearing Barbara 

Driscoll, New Hope Audubon Society president, tell us various ways to create a bird 

friendly habitat.  Her inspiring presenta#on is open to anyone who loves birds. 

Contact Julia Bales with your ques#ons or to volunteer at 

julialovesmocha@gmail.com or (919)360-9092 cell  

"Folks are, by and large, afraid of caterpillars and most other insects in their gardens -- but 

they love bu/erflies and birds.  The connec#on between hundreds of species of caterpillar 

turning into beau#ful bu/erflies (and moths!) and also serving as a major food source for 

birds is not apparent to most people."      -- Dr. Randi Eckel 

 

Saturday—February	1	

9:00a	to	12:30p	
Chapel Hill Bible Church 

260 Erwin Rd 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

What is your marriage all about? How do you navigate God’s 

story as a couple? How do you continue to grow together in 

Christ, whether you have been married for a short time or for 

decades? And how do you navigate through conflict as well as 

the ups and downs of life? Join us as we learn from gifted 

pastor, counselor, author and speaker Jonathan Holmes, 

learning more about what it means to grow and maintain a 

gospel-centered marriage. 

Cost: $25 per person, $45 per couple  

Register at: hJps://hopechapelhill.org/counsel-for-couples/  
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Youth 
Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday 

night from 3:45-5:30PM at TPC. We al-

ways have a blast—come join us!  

Varsity High School 

Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday 

night from 6:15-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love 

for you to come and join in!   If you’re 

looking to learn some more—stop by our 

high school Bible study on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.  Contact Pastor Jeff for more 
info on youth activities. 
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org. 

YM360 MLY Camp 2020 June 15-19 

Fun in the Son 2020 July 6-11 

 

January 
3   7:00PM-8:00AM MLY Lock-In  (eat before arrive, $10 broomball)  

      6:15-8:00PM   Varsity Kick-Off  

8   6:00-8:00PM  Ministry Team Dinner & Mee&ng 

12   3:45-5:30PM  MLY  

           6:15-8:00PM   Varsity 

15   6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

19             12:30PM    Varsity Lunch 

   3:45-5:30PM  MLY  

   6:15-8:00PM   Varsity 

22   6:30-7:30PM   Varsity Bible Study 

24-26        Varsity Ski Trip 

26     3:45-5:30PM  MLY  

29   6:30-7:30-PM   Varsity Bible Study 

“2020 Vision  

begins with 1212 ” 
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, January 10 at 

11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having 

lunch with our older members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month 

at the Golden Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful #me of great food and fellowship 

topped off with a short devo#on led by one of the Pastors. Fe
llo
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PAT H WAYS  G R O U P :  J a n u a r y  Ev e n t s !  

‘Pathways: a Chris#an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is welcome.  

Con#nue to look for specific informa#on in the newsle/er and bulle#n. 

    If there are any ques#ons or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 

1/10  Pathways game night 7pm 

1/13  Volleyball at 6:30 pm in the FLC 

1/26  Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm -  
             Town Hall Burger 
1/27  Volleyball at 6:30 pm in the FLC 

Ministry Team Night Dinner 

January 8 at 6:00PM—Note week change 

If you don’t come out for Ministry Team Night…..WHY?  You get a delicious home 

cooked meal, with dessert, from 6:00-6:45PM at a very low cost ($6/middle school-

adult, $2 children 4 yrs-5th grade with a $20 family cap).  This month is chili, salad bar, hot dogs and 

chocolate éclair cake.  From 7:00-8:00PM, you can par#cipate in one of our Ministry Teams (with childcare 

provided).  We are all called to use our talents in service to God and par#cipa#ng in one of our Ministry 

Teams is a great way to do this.  There is a team that will definitely fit your skills and talents.   
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1 Charlie Andrews 

 Beverly Holzhauser 

 Tom Rahlan 

2 Jim Pease 

4 Ben Barker 

 Landon Cole 

 Linda Hannon 

5 MJ Hall 

 Catherine Rehder 

 Menda Spell 

7 Cortney Nall 

9 Julie Hotchkiss 

 Hannah Wang 

11 Heather McLaughlin 

 Susan Sherron 

12 Claire Lincoln 

13 Coleen Christopher 

 Diane Cobb 

 Pat McQuay 

 Carol Wi/ 

14 Ruth Landrum 

 James Nall 

15 Karis Jackson 

 Brian Riley 

 Be/y Watson 

20 Eric Shadoan 

21 Roy Whitmore 

22 Philip Marx 

 Susan Barker 

B
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s 23 Mary Louise Grant 

 Adam White 

26 Nicole/e Granata 

 Robert Flinn 

27 Benjamin Mauney 

 Sydney Simpson-Vos 

29 Susan Johnson 

 Steve Tapp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Noah & Suzanne White 

13 JD & Liz Swinney 

15 Chet & MJ Rogers 

22 Tim & Kim Richter 

24 John & Lee Jones 

28  Donna & Jose Monzon 
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I am very grateful for this church community and for the 

opportuni#es to share in your joys and your sorrows. It is 

truly a blessing to be able to share our lives together. Thank 

you for your prayers and for encouraging me in so many ways 

throughout the year and recently with many wonderful gi<s 

and kind gestures during Christmas. I count it a true blessing 

to minister at TGC. May each of you and your families be 

blessed this new year.  

Through God’s grace,            

Jeff 

Fi
n
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ce
 November Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu#ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$90,181  $98,987   $130,368  $70,296   +$60,072 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu#ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$1,110,006 $1,094,130  $1,139,114  $981,554  $157,560 
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