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Dear Friends, 

It is now February and I have to ask, how are you doing with your Bible reading plan? According to the plan you should be 

reading Acts 8 on February 1st. Hopefully you are on track, but if not, don’t allow yourself to be discouraged and give up. 

You can s$ll catch up or perhaps just begin with Acts and catch up on Mark later. 

In recent sermons and Bible studies I have noted that the original tempta$on 

presented to Adam and Eve had to do with doub$ng God’s Word concerning the 

prohibi$on God had given concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

The serpent asked the ques$on, “Did God really say that?” In our day a similar 

ques$on is o/en asked concerning the clear meaning of Scripture…”Did God really 

say that?” Or some$mes it is voiced as “Is that really what God means?” One of 

the first ques$ons we have to answer in coming to faith is whether we trust the 

Bible to be God’s word. It really is a cri$cal ques$on that will shape our lives. 

Our essen$al tenets state, “The wri4en Word proclaims the saving gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and graciously teaches all that is necessary for faith and life. We glorify God 

by recognizing and receiving His authorita$ve self-revela$on, both in the infallible 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and also in the incarna$on of God the 

Son.” You’ve heard me say it o/en, “the wri4en Word bears tes$mony to the living 

Word who is Jesus Christ.” We cannot separate Jesus from the Word. 

Recently I ran across a video (you may remember I sent it to you by email) that spoke of some research done by an 

organiza$on called the “Center for Bible Engagement” which was created as a research arm of the organiza$on called 

“Back to the Bible.” You can look it up online. Everything seems legit. In their research which included 40,000 par$cipants 

from ages 8 to 80, they found that reading the Bible at least four $mes a week had a profound effect on a number of 

different areas in life. For example, feelings of loneliness, anger issues, bi4erness in rela$onships and feeling spiritually 

stagnant all went down drama$cally for those who read their Bibles at least four $mes a week. Depending on the area 

those things went down from 30 to 60 percent. There was either no change or only a negligible change for those who only 

read two or three days a week. They now refer to this phenomenon as the “power of four.” Not only is the Bible an 

authority for our lives, reading it regularly has a posi$ve effect on nearly every area of lives as well. What more 

encouragement should we need to keep up with the habit of reading Scripture on a regular basis (at least four days a 

week).  

One month down and eleven to go. You’ve got this! 

Together with you on this journey of faith, 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  
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Educa&ng Disciples:  The Apostles’ Creed 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: Fellowship A 

In an age of cafeteria-style religion, Chris$ans young and old must dis$nguish between the tenets of our faith and 

modern trends with no biblical basis. Reci$ng together the 12 affirma$ons of the Apostles' Creed as we do most 

Sundays may sound odd or cul$sh to some. Why do we do it, and what does it mean to believe these truths that 

are founda$onal to our life in Christ? Together we will seek to understand the essence of our faith, so that the 

Word of God transforms our minds and liberates us to live a new life. 

      Fellowshipping Disciples:  1 Peter: Walk the Talk 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Loca�on: Fellowship Hall B 

Becoming holy begins in our mind, “If you want to act holy, you have to learn to think holy”, 1 Peter 1: 13-16. Thinking 

differently affects our behavior.  We must be obedient to God, forgive others, make right choices, live in peace, and trust God. 

Join the Fellowship class as we study 1 Peter, in which these topics are explored. This study is based on a Series Builder by 

Steve May who publishes Preaching Library.  Everyone is welcome any$me. 

Equipping Disciples 

Facilitator:  Mark & Julliellen Simpson-Vos, Loca�on:  Room 100 

Jesus has called us to follow him--to be His disciples. But what does that mean in prac$ce? What gi/s does the Holy Spirit 

provide to equip us and help us grow as followers of Jesus Christ? All are invited to join this suppor$ve, conversa$onal class 

for study, discussion, and prayer meant to help you end 2020 with a clear sense of your calling to mission and ministry in 

response to God's grace. From January 26-March 1, we'll be using Kyle Idleman's book and video study, Not A Fan, to guide 

our conversa$on . Everyone is welcome! 

 

Suppor&ng Disciples (Sr. Adults): James 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Loca�on:  Room 101 

Is it possible to live a Chris$an life in the modern world?  How should I respond to the tensions of this world as a Chris$an?  

If you take 20 minutes and read this le4er, your life will change.  This video series by Robert Emmi4 will cover money, 

tension, discrimina$on and a look at Jesus that will change your life. 

Establishing Disciples:  The Bible That Jesus Read 

Facilitator:  Jon & Amie Palmer, Loca�on:  Room 201 

Although many Chris$ans consider the New Testament more important than the Old, the New Testament was wri4en a/er 

Jesus’ earthly ministry, making the Old Testament “the Bible Jesus read“ this fact obligated Chris$ans to know it well. This 

study by Philip Yancy approaches key sec$ons of the Hebrew Bible (mostly from Job, Deuteronomy, The Psalms, Ecclesiastes, 

and the Prophets) and confronts core ques$ons of the Chris$an Faith: Do I ma4er? Does God care? Why doesn't God act? 

Rather than providing simple answers– he in fact says that “by no means did Jesus resolve the problem of pain” - this study 

instead affirms our need to know this ancient text more deeply in order to know our Lord more personally. 
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Mark your calendars NOW for  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 

Monday, June 22  – Wednesday, June 24 from 6-8 pm 

Each evening elementary kids and preschoolers will experience the 

Bible stories, applica$ons, cra/s, games and snacks.  

The curriculum is en$tled,  Rainforest Explora�on: Jesus Leads the 

Way.  

We will meet three evenings from 6:00-8:00 pm, Monday through 

Wednesday, allowing folks to have their weekends for family and 

travel, and focusing on building our community of faith! 

Our key verse is Ma4hew 19:21b- But you will have treasures in heaven; and come, follow me. Each story 

leads us to see how following God brings direc$on and healing and His presence and the opportunity to share 

the Good News that Jesus IS our Savior.  

Middle School students will have their own team program during the same $me frame with interest 

appropriate ac$vi$es. There will be an adult class offered. 

Interested in helping with VBS, either now or later??  We’ll be looking for teachers,  

decorators, camp counselors/tour guides and more in the months ahead. Adults and senior high students 

interested in helping as tour guides, cra/ team members, or room decorators should sign the volunteer 

registra$on list on the sign up board upstairs or in the Welcome Center or email Nancy at 

nancyholton@trianglegrace.org.  There are three theme areas and Bible stories. Volunteers to help plan theme 

seQngs, teacher volunteers? Teachers will be able to select which story they would like to teach.  

Bible Study  

The Book of James 

Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (except Ministry Team Night) in Room 206 

Thought to be wri4en not long a/er the death and resurrec$on of Jesus and possibly by the half-

brother of Jesus, the book of James is a prac$cal le4er wri4en to all followers of Christ about 

what it means to live out our faith.  Join in and find out what James meant when he wrote. “Faith 

without works is dead.”   
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Children’s Ministry Dates To Reserve in 2020 

 Durham CROP Walk, Sunday, 4/5 

 Easter Sunday, 4/12 with 6:45am Sunrise Service and breakfast  

 Wednesday Clubs play and Middle School Youth spagheQ dinner fundraiser, Sunday, 4/26 

 Vaca$on Bible School 2020, Monday, 6/22 – Wednesday, 6/24, 6:00-8:00pm 

Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship Class Offering for Spring 2020 

This year we will be collec$ng food items for Backpack Buddy Bags for our partner school kids at 

Faye4eville Street Elementary School to take home during Spring Break, April 10-17. Look for more          

        specific informa$on in the weeks to come.  

Opportuni&es to help our partner school, Faye@eville Street Elementary School: 

Tutors/classroom helpers needed to assist teachers at FSES: Do you have a couple of hours a week or 

even a few hours a month to make friends with and listen to kids reading, or helping with classroom 

materials for teacher? We can be the hands and feet and encouraging words of God to speak into a 

young person’s life by partnering with the teachers and kids at the school. You could volunteer to help one day a week or 

even one day a month. Contact Sue Bradley or Nancy Holton for more informa$on about how to get started. You will 

need to complete a background check through the Durham Public School system website. 

Sunday Clubs Lenten Season and Summer planning lunch  

for teachers, parents & volunteers  

Sunday February 9th at 12:30 pm in Room 100 

 

We will be praying, planning and focusing on a Parents and Prayer Event in March, Teacher and Volunteer 

Apprecia$on, and recrui$ng for Vaca$on Bible School teachers and decora$ng team. Lunch will be provided with 

homemade soup, salad and chocolate. Want to help with breads, cheese and other desserts? Text Nancy or call 

her at 919-630-1851 or email her at nancy@trianglegrace.org.  
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Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday 

night from 4:00-5:30PM at TPC. We 

always have a blast—come join us!  

Varsity High School 
Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday 

night from 6:30-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love 

for you to come and join in!   If you’re 

looking to learn some more—stop by our 

high school Bible study on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.  
Contact Pastor Jeff for more 

info on youth activities. 
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org. YM360 Generate MLY Camp 2020    June 15-19 

Fun in the Son 2020 July 6-11 

  

 2      2:30-4:00PM  MLY/ 4:00-5:30PM Varsity 

 5  6:00-8:00PM  Ministry Team Dinner & Mee&ng 

 7  7:00PM-8:00AM Varsity Lock-In (eat before you arrive, $10) 

 9  3:45-5:30PM  MLY/ 6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

      12  6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

      15  9:00-11:00AM  Youth Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

   9:00-10:00AM  MLY Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

    16  7:15AM    Youth Sunday (Varsity -Sanctuary) 

   8:00AM    MLY (Sanctuary) 

         Men’s Valen&ne’s Breakfast 

   2:00-3:30PM  Confirma&on Class (with parents) 

        3:45-5:30PM  MLY/ No Varsity 

    19      6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

     23  2:00-3:00PM  Confirma&on Class 

   3:45-5:30PM   MLY/ 6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

     26     6:00-8:00PM  Ministry Team Dinner/Ash Wednesday Service 

A@en&on:  Confirma&on class will begin on February 16 from 2:00-3:30 PM in Room 206 and run un&l 

April  5.  Parents must a@end the first mee&ng.  This class is recommended for 8th grade and up. 
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, February 13 at 11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having lunch with our older 

members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Golden 

Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful $me of great food and fellowship topped off 

with a short devo$on led by one of the Pastors. 
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PAT H WAYS  G R O U P :  F e b r u a r y  Ev e n t s !  

“Pathways: a Chris$an journey through life” Pathways is a place where anyone is 

welcome.  Con$nue to look for specific informa$on in the newsle4er and bulle$n. 

    If there are any ques$ons or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 

2/10  Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC 

2/14  Game night at 7 PM– loca$on TBA 

2/23  Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm - McAlister’s Deli 

2/24  Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC 

     Ministry Team Night Dinner  

                          February 5 at 6:00PM  
 

Dinner will be served from 6-6:30PM.  This months menu is Rolled chicken breast and rice, green beans, 

yeast roll, salad bar, hot dogs & red velvet cupcakes. A/er dinner, you can join one of our Ministry Teams (with childcare 

provided) from 7:00-8:00PM.  We are all called to use our talents in service to God and par$cipa$ng in one of our Ministry 

Teams is a great way to do this.  There is a team that will definitely fit your skills and talents.   
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Calling all TPC Men! 

We need your help to prepare and serve 

our congrega$on!  We need cooks, servers, 

photographer, set-up and clean-up!  This 

annual event has been hosted by the men 

of TPC for over 25 years! 

Join us at a planning mee$ng on Saturday, 

February 8 at 7:30AM at the Golden Corral 

on Highway 55..  Please contact Jesse 

Holton, jholton@nc.rr.com to let him know 

if you can help! 

 
You are probably wondering what happened to our annual Work as Worship Retreat 
that usually takes place in February. They moved it to May this year! You are invited 
to the 2020 Work as Worship Retreat, where seven influential business leaders and 
pastors will discuss what it looks like to connect faith and work. Taking place as a  
1–Day Local Church Retreat on May 15, 2020 at 8:30am, the live event in Dallas will 
be web-streamed to over 2,000 churches around the world. 
  
Go to www.workasworshipretreat.org and click Attend Simulcast Event and type 
in Triangle Grace Church to learn more and register for the retreat. 

Valentine’s Breakfast 

Everyone is invited to the 

Annual Valentine’s  

Breakfast 

Sunday, February 16 

7:45—9:45AM (FLC) 

Hosted by the men of TPC! 

Special Events coming up 
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Very rarely in the Bible does God command someone to “Stay”. He opens a door, and then he invites us to walk 
through it — into the unknown. And how we choose to respond will ul$mately determine the life we will lead and the 
person we will become. In fact, to fail to embrace the open door is to miss the work God has made for us to do. 

In All the Places To Go… How Will You Know?, bestselling author John Ortberg opens our eyes to the countless doors 
God places before us every day, teaches us how to recognize them, and gives us the encouragement to step out in 
faith and embrace all of the extraordinary opportuni$es that await. 

So go ahead — walk through that door. You just might do something that lasts for eternity. 
 
The study is encouraged for everyone, whether you're currently in a small group or not. Every week the sermons will 
center around the very same themes you'll find when you open the study. 
 
Groups will kick off the study the week of February 23. This will be a great $me to join a small group for the first $me 
and we hope all small groups will par$cipate in this church-wide study together.  
 
Get connected on January 26, February 2 or 9 between services in the Narthex or by contac$ng Kevin Mercer at 
kepeme94@gmail.com.  Books will cost $9 and will be ordered once you sign up. 
 
Gather a Group 
If none of our exis$ng small groups work with your schedule, why don’t you invite a few people to join you in the 
study. A small group can be as small as two people!  

Please have all book orders into the office by February 9 
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2020 Church-wide Lenten Study 

           TGC Garden Club  

 

Our first TGC Garden Club mee$ng is scheduled for Saturday, February 8 at 2:00 

P.M. in room 100.  This is a $me for those who like nature and gardening to come 

together to learn ways for increasing biodiversity.  Barbara Driscoll, New Hope 

Audubon Society president, will be sharing with us various ways to create a bird 

friendly habitat in our yards as well as at TGC.  This is a great opportunity to invite 

friends and neighbors to join the fun!  Anyone who loves birds should come be inspired! 

 

Contact Julia Bales with your ques$ons.  (919)360-9092 cell or julialovesmocha@gmail.com 
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2 Brandon Mauney 

4 Juli Spring 

 Mihsong Lee 

5 Jodie Mayton 

6 Nancy Holton 

7 Retha Newbold 

8 Bill Pohlman 

9 MJ Rogers 

10 Ethan Barber 

 Kim Richter 

11 Teresa Meriwether 

 Sco4 Riley 

12 Nicol Anderson 

 Mironda Robinson 

 Wally Guer$n 

  

13 Judy King 

14 San Ksor 

 Chloe Simmons 

16 Won-Kyoo Lee 

17 Kenneth Cato 

 Ray Cobb 

 Nicolle Mercer  

 Bill Sco4 

 Sco4 Shadoan 

18 Serena Palmer 

19 Catherine Hartwell 

20 Bill Pulley 

24 Leah McAndrew 

 Kay Walker 

25 Rosiland Jerkovich 
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s 26 Alice Decker 

27 Ella McAndrew 

 Ray Rutledge 

 Mary Tanne 

28 Beth Murphy 

 Sam Robbins 

 

26 Randy & Catherine Hartwell 
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December Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu$ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$90,181  $98,987   $141,716  $133,024  +$8,692 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu$ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$1,210,916 $1,193,596  $1,380,830  $1,114,577  +$266,253 
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