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Dear friends, 

 Do you know the song that you some�mes hear played during the Christmas season called, “It’s the Most 

Wonderful Time of the Year?”  I have a version of that song by Andy Williams, who first recorded it in the 1960’s, 

and then another that was recorded later by Amy Grant.  It’s quite a deligh.ul song, which through its lyrics, lets us 

know why it is the most wonderful �me of the year.   

 

“With the kids jingle belling and everyone telling you "Be of good cheer", 

It's the most wonderful �me of the year . 

It's the hap-happiest season of all.  With those holiday gree�ngs and gay happy mee�ngs,  

When friends come to call, it's the hap- happiest season of all. 

There'll be par�es for hos�ng, marshmallows for toas�ng, and caroling out in the snow.  

There'll be scary ghost stories and tales of the glories of Christmases long, long ago.  

It's the most wonderful �me of the year . 

There'll be much mistletoeing and hearts will be glowing when love ones are near, 

It's the most wonderful �me of the year.” 

 

 What the song doesn’t say is that it can be the busiest, most anxiety filled season of all.  With office gatherings 

and presents to buy and wrap and performances to a1end and cookies to bake and houses to decorate and….is it 

really your experience that everyone tells you, “Be of good cheer?”   

 If we are not careful, the most wonderful �me of the year can easily become the most hec�c and stress 

producing �me of the year.  And if we are not especially careful, we can lose the meaning of the season altogether.  

I suppose you no�ced that this is a secular song and therefore has no men�on of the actual reason we have 

Christmas in the first place.  Not a single men�on of God’s grace…or…Jesus coming into the world to save us. 

 We who follow Jesus know that it is the celebra�on of the birth of the Savior that actually makes it the “most 

wonderful �me of the year.”  If we allow Christ to slip out of Christmas, we are stuck with obliga�ons and busyness 

that have no real significance.  If we make him the center of 

the celebra�on, we recognize that the wonderful news of this 

season is that God is with us and God is for us. 

 I hope this is the most wonderful �me of the year for you as 

you celebrate the birth of Jesus and as together, we share the 

reality that the one from whom we should have expected to 

receive nothing has given us everything by sending his Son into 

our lives.   

 

Together with you on this journey of faith,  

Diane and I would love to have you and your family 

(children are especially welcomed) come join us for 

our annual Open House for the TGC Family on 

December 15. Feel free to drop by any�me between 

1:30 and 4:00PM. We hope you’ll come and share a 

�me of fellowship as you enjoy some cookies, candy 

and other goodies (there will be non-sweet and 

gluten free items) that Diane has prepared for you.   

You’ll find us at 2405 Oleander Drive in Durham. 

        Ray and Diane 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  

Educa&ng Disciples:  The Lord’s Prayer 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: Fellowship A 

Every week in worship, we recite the Lord’s Prayer (Ma1 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) together as instructed 

by Jesus Christ. What can we learn about the heart of God from a deeper study of its biblical roots 

and resonances? Our study will be guided by the 14 ques�ons and answers on the Lord’s Prayer 

found in the Heidelberg Catechism, one of the most important summaries of Reformed belief and 

prac�ce. Our goal will be to pray this prayer more inten�onally, with a more thorough 

understanding of how it brings glory to God and spiritual flourishing to us His children.  There will be 

a variety of leaders for this class. 

D
is
ci
p
le
sh

ip
 

   Suppor&ng Disciples (Sr. Adults): Proverbs 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Loca�on:  Room 201 

This class is currently reading the book of Proverbs, one of the first self help books ever wri1en. It was mainly 

wri1en and compiled by Solomon, son of David. 

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  1 Peter: Walk the Talk 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Loca�on: Fellowship Hall B 

Becoming holy begins in our mind, “If you want to act holy, you have to learn to think holy”, 1 Peter 1: 13-16. 

Thinking differently affects our behavior.  We must be obedient to God, forgive others, make right choices, live in 

peace, and trust God. Join the Fellowship class as we study 1 Peter, in which these topics are explored. This study is 

based on a Series Builder by Steve May who publishes Preaching Library.  Everyone is welcome any�me. 

Bible Study -The Book of Acts 

Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (December 4, 11 & 18) 

Join us in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the spread of gospel through people 

like Peter and Paul. Even if you haven't been in this Bible study before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into 

the book of Acts. 

   Women's Sunday School Class: “Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment”   

               Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: 100 

This is a 10-week Sunday School Class for women based on the Bible study by local author, Heather Dixon: 

“Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment” - a study on the Gospel of Luke. In this ten-week study of Luke, we 

will follow the life and ministry of Jesus as we consider the choices He made on His way to the cross. We’ll 

in�mately connect with a Savior who remained laser-focused on His mission to love the world. In return, we’ll 

receive a model for inten�onal living that we can replicate to ensure we are living each day to the fullest and 

making a difference for God’s kingdom. And together we’ll determine to embrace the abundant life we are 

promised in Jesus! 

   Men’s Sunday School Class: Discovering Grace, Transforming the Heart  

                Facilitator:  Ed Milligan,  Loca�on: Room 101 

We will examine four significant figures in church history, and how Paul’s words regarding the gospel in Romans 

transformed and empowered them to hugely impact the church and God’s people.  Course includes special focus on 

the gospel as stated in chapters 1 through 8 of Romans, and how God’s grace guides us in all aspects of our lives.   
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Advent Opportuni&es: Advent begins December 1 

 

Each year the Children’s Ministries Team sponsors some special ac�vi�es, 

highligh�ng the season of Advent.  If you grew up with different tradi�ons you may be 

wondering, “What is Advent”?  In the church calendar, Advent is the four week period 

leading up to Christmas when we celebrate Jesus’ advent or coming into our world as a 

human baby. During Advent, we think about how our Lord came to earth, limited by a 

human body and totally dependent on others for his care.  In human flesh (the 

incarna�on), he prepared the way for us to be saved by his death on the cross and his 

resurrec�on.  The giNs we give, the songs we sing, the Bible passages we read and the 

sermons we hear, help us focus on this most precious giN.  Jesus is with us, Immanuel! 

Dinner & A Show! 

Join us on Sunday, December 8
th

  for our annual Wednesday Clubs play and Varsity (Senior High) 

chili dinner fundraiser! This year our Wednesday Clubs will present a unique celebra�on of how 

Jesus came as a human being to rescue us.  The play takes place on a tropical island where the crew 

of the SS Mango are shipwrecked and without hope of rescue 

un�l  . . . . . come and see how the rescue takes place.  Join us for 

dinner at 5:00pm and celebrate as our Youth and Clubs serve you, 

entertain you and sing songs of praise to our God.  Mark your 

calendar for dinner at 5:00 and show �me at 6:00!   

Sign up on our website or the bulle&n board today. 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Childcare for children who are 7 years old or younger will be offered at the 4:00 service  

 1) Please RSVP to Nancy at nancyholton@trianglepc.org if you plan to bring a child or children to one of our children’s 

care groups for the 4:00PM service. 

 

2) Let Nancy know If you are willing to help with the child care during the 4:00PM service.  You could s�ll par�cipate in 

our candle light service at 8:00PM.   Your �me with the children is a wonderful love giN to families with young children.  

If you enjoy craNs with 4-7 year old OR would rather help with babies or toddlers, please let Nancy know your 

preference! 
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Children’s Ministry Dates  

To Reserve in 2020 
 Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K) —13 week session beings, Thursday, January 23, 6:00-8:00PM 

 TGC Hoops Bible Skills and Scrimmage — Saturday, February 1, 9:00AM-Noon 

 Wednesday Clubs Spring session —Wednesday, January 29, 4:30-7:30PM 

 Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event —Saturday, February 29 

 Teacher/Volunteer Apprecia&on Breakfast — Sunday, March 15, 9:30-11:30AM 

 Lenten Season Seder Meal —  In Children’s Worship & during Sunday Clubs, March 22 

 Resurrec&on Morning Sta&ons in the FLC —Sunday, April 5 

 Easter Sunday, April
 
12 —with 6:45 Sunrise Service and breakfast  

 Wednesday Clubs Play and Middle School Youth SpagheD Dinner Fundraiser —Sunday, April 26 

 SonRock Kids Camp (Vaca&on Bible School 2019) —Monday, June 22 – Wednesday, June 24, 6:00-8:00PM 

 

Want more informa'on?  Contact Nancy at nancyholton@trianglepc.org. 

DivorceCare and DivorceCare For Kids (DC4K) 

Thursday, January  23 

DivorceCare for adults is a video and discussion based support group for those in our church and/or 

community who are dealing with divorce, separa$on and/or blended families and is offered at the same $me 

as a new session of DivorceCare for Kids. Both groups are led by experienced facilitator teams who are members of TGC.  Core 

values are encouragement, confiden$ality and listening without judgement. If you would like to register for either or both 

programs you may contact the church office at office@trianglepc.org. or 919-544-2872, or text Nancy Holton at 919-630-

1851. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT DC4K? Games, cra@s, music, snacks, exercises and Bible verses teach children to relax and rest secure in 

God’s love. Each week a video drama presents stories of children who are experiencing divorce-related challenges and are 

finding help and encouragement. For more informa$on about DC4K, go to www.dc4k.org. You can also find parent resources 

at www.dc4k.org/parentzone 

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? Program ac$vi$es begin at 6 pm and conclude at 8. 

WHY SHOULD A CHILD OR FAMILY PARTICIPATE?  DC4K provides a safe place with ac$vi$es that help kids recognize and learn 

to share their feelings, while being affirmed as a child of God.  There will be consistent staff including trained teachers as well 

as other loving volunteers.  This is NOT a counseling program.  Blaming parents is NOT encouraged and confiden$ality is 

extended to kids unless kids express intent to harm themselves or others.  Would you like more informa$on or want to pass 

along informa$on to folks you know?   Contact Nancy Holton at nancyholton@trianglepc.org. 

TGC HOOPS HALF DAY CAMP  ·  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
. 

Our camp will feature drills, devo�ons, snacks and scrimmages from 9:00AM- 12:00PM with two 

graded age groups: K-2 & 3rd-5th grades.  Our camp director, Ma1 McLaughlin, is excitedly preparing 

and recrui�ng coaches and assistant coaches.  Do you love kids, enjoy basketball and digging into the 

Bible? Contact Nancy Holton in the office OR Ma1 McLaughlin at ma1.mclaughlin83@gmail.com.  The 

early registra�on fee is $10 on or before December 31st and $15 on January 1st or later.  Tell your 

friends to come and see what fun we can have on a cold Saturday morning in February!   

Look for a registra&on sign up on the website coming soon. 
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Thanksgiving & Advent  

Opportuni'es of Worship and Fellowship 

 

 

December 1 

Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM 

 

December 8 

Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM 

Sr. High Chili Fundraiser Dinner at 5:00PM (FLC) 

Wednesday Clubs for Kids Musical “Away in a Mango” at 6:00PM (FLC) 

 

December 15 

“At Last, Noel” Christmas Cantata at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM 

Open House at the Cobbs from 1:30-4:00PM 

 

December 22 

Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 & 8:00PM 

Communion at both services, candle light at 8:00PM service. 

(Childcare provided for children 7 and under at the 4:00PM service) 

 

December 29 

Single Worship service at 10:00AM, No Sunday School 
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Varsity High School 

Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday night from 

6:15-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love for you to come 

and join in!   If you’re looking to learn some 

more—stop by our high school Bible study on 

Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the 

church.  

MLY— Major League  
Youth 

Middle Schoolers hang out every 

Sunday night from 3:45-5:30PM at 

TPC. We always have a blast—come 

join us!  

Contact Pastor Jeff for more 
info on youth activities. 
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org. 
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 Souper Bowl 

Sunday 

 7 6:00-

8:00PM Minis-

try Team Din-

ner & Mee&ng 

“Natural Harbor” 

 December  
 1  No Youth    Thanksgiving Week 

 4  6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

 8  3:00-7:15PM  Varsity Chili Dinner, No MLY 

 11  6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

 15  3:45-5:30PM  MLY/ 6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

 18  6:30-7:30PM  Varsity Bible Study 

 20  5:45 – 7:45PM  MLY Christmas Party 

   8:00-10:00PM  College Christmas Party 

 21  6:00 – 8:00PM  Varsity  Christmas Party 

 22  No Youth 

 24  4:00 & 8:00PM  TGC Christmas Eve Service 

 25  Merry Christmas! 

 29  No Youth  
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, December 12 at 11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having lunch 

with our older members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the 

month at the Golden Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful �me of great 

food and fellowship topped off with a short devo�on led by one of the Pastors. 

PAT H WAYS  G R O U P :  D e c e m b e r  Ev e n t s !  

‘Pathways: a Chris�an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is welcome.  

Con�nue to look for specific informa�on in the newsle1er and bulle�n. 

12/13  Game night star�ng at 7 pm - watch email for host loca�on 

12/23  Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC 

12/29  Brunch at McAllisters Deli following the single service at  11:30AM 

    If there are any ques�ons or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 

Ministry Team Night 

There is no ministry team night in December.  We will resume our 

Wednesday night meals & mee�ngs on January 8 (yes, the 2nd 

Wednesday). 

In January we will begin a new program called GriefShare which is 

directed toward those who have experienced grief through the 

death of someone in their lives.  It will happen on Sunday aNernoons 

at 2:00PM beginning on January 12.  It is a 13 week program.  Watch 

the bulle�n in December for opportuni�es to sign up. 

GriefShare Support Group 
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Angel Tree 

 
Did you taken an ornament from the Angel Tree?  Please return giNs to the 

Angel Tree by Sunday, December 8, 2019. GiN cards can be leN in the church 

office. Ques�ons, contact Missy Owen at 502.526.2994 or 

jumpx30@yahoo.com.  

 

Year End Contribu�ons  

End of Year Contribu�ons must be in the church office no later than Noon on Tuesday, December 

31 in order for them to count toward your 2019 giving.  If you plan to mail your contribu�on, 

please be sure and send it so that it arrives by December 30.  If you plan to donate stock, please 

plan to make the transfer by December 15.  The church office will close at noon on December 31. 

KAZURI BEAD JEWLERY FOR SALE! The Wednesday morning Women's Bible study read the book, 

Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado. We accepted the fact that many of us spend too much �me 

worrying, and not enough �me praising or working for the glory of God. We knew that when anxiety 

reigns, faith cannot abide. We challenged ourselves to find a project that would help us live our faith. 

What we found was joy amongst our Sisters of faith, deepening fellowship and a sense of humor that 

comes with learning a new skill. Please come by our table in the narthex on December 8 where we 

have created jewelry using the Kazuri beads from Kenya. All monies will benefit Staff of Hope, 

suppor�ng educa�on, Chris�an leadership development and clean drinking water.  It also spreads love 

from our community to theirs. Such blessings!  

October Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$90,181  $98,987   $212,803  $94,052   +$118,751 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$1,009,097 $994,663  $1,028,404  $811,605  +$216,799 

Food Items Needed 

It has come to our a1en�on that the food pantry at Faye1eville Street School is nearly 

empty.  Let's see if we can fill it up so children will have food at home during their Christmas 

break.  Here are the items that are most helpful:  non-perishable staples such as canned meats 

(tuna, chicken, Spam, canned ham), canned vegetables and fruits, rice, pasta, and boxed meals, 

such as  mac and cheese.  There will be collec�on bins both upstairs and down. 
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 12 Pete & Pam Catlin 

14 Bruce & Ali McAlister 

15 Ned & Claire Lincoln 

 Michael & Lori Slack 

20 Kapp & Lynne Ogburn 

24 Doug  Evelyn Steele 

28 Jim & Lorre Koontz 

30 Dennis Steil & Cindy Camille 

31 Sco1 & Beth Owen 

1 Penny Bitsas 

 Lee Jones 

 Aaron Messer 

 René Riley 

3 Taylor Thurman 

5 Susan Ficks 

 Janie Ward 

 Marie Ward 

7 Sarah Vance 

9 Michael Tilley 

10 Patrick Gibble 

 Addison White 

12 Alex Taylor 

13 Deb Simmons 

 Kim Lloyd 

26 Sandy Fuchs 

 Robert Mercer 

 Tim Wojoski 

27 Carol Dolle 

 Claire Harvey 

 Alexander Min 

28 Emma Durham 

 John Leasure 

 Laura Owen 

29 Isabelle Thurman 

31 Su1on Wojoski 

14 Anne1e Swart 

16 Colleen Loree 

19 Lori Bray 

 Barbara Kinnaird 

21 Susan Richards 

22 Ma1hew Gibble 

 Gretchen Mauney 

23 Sheila Mann 

24 Grant Harvey 

 Mark Lee 

25 Caroline Flinn 

 Emily McAndrew 

 Robin Winfrey 

 

Church Has LeM the Building 

Thank you 
 

Triangle Grace Church, 

 Thank you so much for the grab bags you leN at the SECU 

Family House! I have been living there since March while my 

husband is recovering at UNC Hospital. Your great bag was my 

lunch one day! I even shared the candy with the 

Housekeeping lady. It was a great idea to make these goodie 

bags for families spending long hours in the hospital.  

 My bag had PEACE inside on the card. The Holy Spirit has 

given me such peace as I wait for him to heal.  

 Thank you again for thinking of others. May your church 

and each member be blessed by our loving Father. 

 

      In Christ’s love, 

       Michelle Reynolds 

       Topsail Beach, NC 

Only one more giN card order before Christmas! Support TGC 

youth groups and purchase scrip giN cards for those on your 

shopping list. Or use giN cards to purchase giNs from popular 

vendors such as Amazon, Macy's, Target, LL Bean and more! Pick 

up an order form in the Welcome Center. Next order is due 

December 1.  
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