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Dear friends, 

 I’m in the process of wri�ng eleven books.  A twel�h book has already been published.  Please note that I’m not the only 

one wri�ng these books.  I’m just one of thirteen contribu�ng authors.  Have I piqued your interest?  Let me tell you what this 

book wri�ng venture is all about. 

 Many of you know that for nearly thirty years I have been a part of a covenant group of pastors.  There are thirteen of us 

in various kinds of ministry across the country.  The group was begun when we were all PCUSA pastors with similar theological 

views and desires to advance God’s kingdom.  The purpose of coming together as a group was for mutual accountability, 

encouragement and support.  Through the years, five of us have changed to other denomina�ons.  Four of the thirteen are in 

the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) and of course I am in ECO.  We s�ll hold to our common convic�ons about the 

Gospel and being in different denomina�ons has not lessoned our love and respect for one another. 

 A couple of years ago one of our members made known to the group that he had been diagnosed with a terminal illness.  

He has an aggressive form of cancer that he, and we, thought would probably claim his life within a year.  He had a huge 

surgery in which six pounds of cancerous �ssue was removed in addi�on to his colon.  He was hoping to buy some �me 

especially because his first grandchild was on the way. 

 During this �me, one of our members sent an email to the other members of 

the group sugges�ng that we might each write a page expressing what this guy 

has meant to us and include pictures we had taken as a group through the years.  

The le5ers and pictures were compiled and sent off to one of those online places 

who compiled it into a very nice hardcover book.  We had that book sent to his 

home as a surprise gi�.  Almost immediately we received a group email in which 

he expressed his apprecia�on and gra�tude for the thoughts and words that 

went into this book. 

 That led to the sugges�on by another one of the guys in the group that we 

not wait for illness or tragedy to strike again before wri�ng a similar book for 

each member in the group.  So that is what we are doing.  Through this year we 

are wri�ng a page about each of these guys we have spent all these years ge6ng 

to know.  We are sharing how they have touched our lives and how they have 

contributed to making us be5er followers of Jesus.  We are also collec�ng 

pictures and sending them along with each le5er.   And the guy who received the original book,…the guy who was diagnosed 

with cancer,…he is the one who is compiling each of these books and ge6ng them ready to be published.  The cancer is s�ll 

there, but with prayer and some great medical treatment it is not progressing, and he is feeling good and enjoying life.  We are 

grateful for every day we have with him. 

 I think it was in one of John Ortberg’s books where I read about “balcony people.”  Those are the people who are in the 

balconies of our lives cheering us on and giving us the encouragement to be our best self.  We all need such people.   These 

twelve men are some of the people who are in my balcony.   

 Coming out of the recent women’s retreat at Triangle Grace, I heard some ladies talking about who “covers you.”  I wasn’t 

in the mee�ng to hear the explana�on, but it sounded like a concept similar to balcony people.  Who “covers you with 

prayer,” who encourages you? 

 How can you be a balcony person to someone today?  Who needs to hear a word of encouragement or apprecia�on from 

you?  I’m grateful for the guy in our group who encouraged us not to put off wri�ng these books and I can’t wait to get mine! 

 

Together with you on this journey of faith, 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  

Educa&ng Disciples:  The Lord’s Prayer 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: Fellowship A 

Every week in worship, we recite the Lord’s Prayer (Ma5 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) together as instructed 

by Jesus Christ. What can we learn about the heart of God from a deeper study of its biblical roots 

and resonances? Our study will be guided by the 14 ques�ons and answers on the Lord’s Prayer 

found in the Heidelberg Catechism, one of the most important summaries of Reformed belief and 

prac�ce. Our goal will be to pray this prayer more inten�onally, with a more thorough 

understanding of how it brings glory to God and spiritual flourishing to us His children.  There will be 

a variety of leaders for this class. 
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   SALT: Proverbs 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Loca�on:  Room 101 

SALT is currently reading the book of Proverbs, one of the first self help books ever wri5en. It was mainly wri5en 

and compiled by Solomon, son of David. 

   Fellowshipping Disciples:  1 Peter: Walk the Talk 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Loca�on: Fellowship Hall B 

Becoming holy begins in our mind, “If you want to act holy, you have to learn to think holy”, 1 Peter 1: 13-16. 

Thinking differently affects our behavior.  We must be obedient to God, forgive others, make right choices, live 

in peace, and trust God. Join the Fellowship class as we study 1 Peter, in which these topics are explored. This 

study is based on a Series Builder by Steve May who publishes Preaching Library  Everyone is welcome any�me. 

Bible Study -The Book of Acts  

Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (except Ministry Team Night) 

Join us in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the spread of gospel through people 

like Peter and Paul. Even if you haven't been in this Bible study before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into 

the book of Acts. 

   Women's Sunday School Class: “Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment”   

               Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: FLC 

This is a 10-week Sunday School Class for women based on the Bible study by local author, Heather Dixon: 

“Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment” - a study on the Gospel of Luke. In this ten-week study of Luke, we 

will follow the life and ministry of Jesus as we consider the choices He made on His way to the cross. We’ll 

in�mately connect with a Savior who remained laser-focused on His mission to love the world. In return, we’ll 

receive a model for inten�onal living that we can replicate to ensure we are living each day to the fullest and 

making a difference for God’s kingdom. And together we’ll determine to embrace the abundant life we are 

promised in Jesus! 

    

Men’s Sunday School Class: Discovering Grace, Transforming the Heart  

                Facilitator:  Ed Milligan,  Loca�on: Room 100 

We will examine four significant figures in church history, and how Paul’s words regarding the gospel in Romans 

transformed and empowered them to hugely impact the church and God’s people.  Course includes special focus on 

the gospel as stated in chapters 1 through 8 of Romans, and how God’s grace guides us in all aspects of our lives.   
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1) Did you know?  Wise paren�ng perspec�ve and sugges�ons are just a click away in your 

email. You may sign up to receive paren�ng �ps by email.  Nancy sends out parent �ps 

from the Na�onal Ins�tute of Biblical Paren�ng on a regular basis.  If you are interested 

and have not previously received these �ps, please email Nancy at 

nancyholton@trianglepc.org or go on their website and sign up yourself at 

www.biblicalparen�ng.org. 

2) Join us for the Children’s team dreaming and vision cas�ng mee�ng at 7 pm on October 

2, following a delicious and reasonably priced dinner, prepared by Diane Cobb and her 

team of sous chefs!  We have some new Saturday special interest camps on the horizon in 

2019 and we need your input. Interested in basketball and/or art?   

3) Did you know that our Sunday Clubs offering from each kids’ class will support meals for 

underserved families and kids at Faye5eville Elementary School, our partner community 

school.  We are consul�ng the FSES staff about collec�ng specific food items to send home 

with those families over holiday breaks when kids are not ge6ng regular meals!  Stay 

tuned for more informa�on in the monthly newsle5er and weekly Tidings. 

Join us for Children's Ministries church wide events: 

Put December 8 at 5:00PM on your calendar for an evening of fellowship, food and entertainment 

with our Varsity Fellowship Dinner and Wednesday Clubs musical. 

Your generous dona�ons for dinner help our Senior High students 

a5end the Fun In The Son (FITS) camp in July 2020. 

We began our fall session of Wednesday Clubs September 25th 

with 43 kids registered.  We’re learning a Christmas musical 

called, “Away in a Mango” a play which reminds us about how  

God can change our plans to His plans in some�mes surprising 

ways. 

 Announcing 2020 VBS 

 June 22-24, Monday through Wednesday, 6:00-8:00PM  

Make sure you mark your calendar for summer 2020. Want to get involved? We had a wonderful �me of 

learning God’s Word, playing team games, singing praise songs and making cool cra�s and science 

experiments this year. Contact Children’s team chair, Mironda Divers at mirondadawn@yahoo.com or 

Nancy in the office at nancyholton@trianglepc.org! 



   

4 

Some ways to help TGP! 

You can link your Harris Teeter 

VIC card to our school (#2948)   

Clip and save education BOX TOP$ 

and bring them to TGP 

Purchase GoPlaySave coupon books (Book or on-line app), 

on sale through October 8. 

$25—Durham   $30—Raleigh 

Triangle Grace Preschool 

8th Annual 

Holiday Bazaar and Cra? Fair 

 

Saturday, November 2, 2019 

10:00AM—2:00PM 

 

5001 Tudor Place—Durham, NC  27713 

Family Life Center 
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On Sunday, October 13, all the Adult Sunday School classes 

will have the opportunity to gather in the FLC for snacks, 

fellowship and opportuni�es to learn about the 2020 budget.  

There will be an opportunity to hear some stewardship stories and 

to ask ques�ons you may have about the 2020 budget.  Quarterbacks will receive their 

footballs during the morning.  Sunday Clubs and Middle School will go on as normal.  Come, 

learn and enjoy fellowship and some tasty treats. 

COMPLETE THE PASS! 

As in the past, the congrega�on is divided up into geographic/neighborhood teams.  Each 

football has a quarterback that oversees its journey.  Each football contains a proposed 

budget and es�mate of giving cards for each family.  You have 3 weeks to move the football 

from home to home, just make sure someone gets it back to TGC on November 3.  Don’t 

fumble by leaving it at someone’s house without them knowing it.  That does not work!  If 

you have trouble passing, contact your QB or Nikki in the church office.  

   SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY!  

SOUP POTLUCK DINNER 

November 3 @ 5:00pm 

On Sunday, November 3, all footballs (and es�mate of 

giving  cards) will be collected during worship.  That evening we will gather at our annual TGC Souper 

Bowl dinner to celebrate all those “completed passes”. This is a great �me to show off your crea�ve 

cooking skills! Bring your favorite soup or chili or bread to share with your TGC family members who 

will gladly sample your delicious crea�ons!  You can sign up on our website to let us know you’re 

coming and what you plan to bring. 

FLU SHOT CLINIC 

 

TPC will be offering a flu shot clinic on Sunday, October 6 from 10:30AM-11:30AM in the Family Life Center 

for anyone 14 and older.  Bring your insurance card(s) with you.  Cash price is $39.99 for under 65 and 

$59.99 for 65 and older.  If you have any ques�ons, you can contact Alice at Triangle Pharmacy 

beforehand (919-544-1711).  Contact Nikki in the church office with any ques�ons.  
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Varsity High School 

Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday night from 

6:15-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love for you to come 

and join in!   If you’re looking to learn some 

more—stop by our high school Bible study on 

Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the 

church.  

MLY— Major League  
Youth 

Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday 

night from 3:45-5:30PM at TPC. We 

always have a blast—come join us!  

Contact Pastor Jeff for more 
info on youth activities. 
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org. 

 October 

    2 6:00-8:00PM Ministry Team Dinner & Mee&ng 

  6 3:45-5:30PM MLY 

  6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

  9 6:30-7:30PM Varsity Bible Study 

 13 3:45-5:30PM MLY 

  6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

 16 6:30-7:30PM Varsity Bible Study 

       19     The Church Has Le? the Building  

 20     The Church Has Le? the Building 

  3:45-5:30PM MLY Parent Open House  

  6:15-8:00PM Varsity 

 23 6:30-7:30PM Varsity Bible Study 

 27 1:30-3:30PM MLY Pumpkin Smashin Messy Day 

  5:45-8:45PM Varsity Costume Party 

“Natural Harbor” 
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Ministry Team  

Night Dinner 

October 2 at 6:00PM 

If you don’t come out for Ministry Team Night…..WHY?  

You get a delicious home cooked meal, with dessert, 

from 6:00-6:45PM at a very low cost ($6/middle school & 

up, $2 children with a $20 family cap).  This month is 

Chicken & Rice Casserole, Green Beans, hot dogs, salad 

bar, rolls and dessert. From 7:00-8:00PM, you can 

par�cipate in one of our Ministry Teams (with childcare 

provided).  We are all called to use our talents in service 

to God and par�cipa�ng in one of our Ministry Teams is a 

great way to do this.  There is a team that will definitely 

fit your skills and talents.   
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, October 10 at 11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having lunch 

with our older members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at the 

Golden Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful �me of great food and fellowship topped off 

with a short devo�on led by one of the Pastors. 

PAT H WAYS  G R O U P :  O c t o b e r  Ev e n t s !  

‘Pathways: a Chris�an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is welcome.  

Con�nue to look for specific informa�on in the newsle5er and bulle�n. 

10/11  Game night star�ng at 7 pm - watch email for host loca�on 

10/27  Sunday brunch following late service @12:45pm– City BBQ 

    If there are any ques�ons or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 
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Are You Signed Up??   

Sunday, October 19 & 20 

We hope you will join us for our 5th Annual Church Has Le� the Building event on 

Saturday, Oct. 19th and Sunday, Oct. 20th! Please note we will have our normal worship 

services and Sunday School on Sunday, Oct. 20th, but we have a variety of volunteer 

projects planned throughout our community on that Saturday and Sunday. There will be 

opportuni�es for all ages to be involved in making a difference in our community, and you 

can par�cipate in projects on one or both days. Some of these volunteer opportuni�es 

include singing and visi�ng with residents of Carolina Reserve, wrapping diapers at The 

Diaper Bank, being a baseball buddy for par�cipants in The Miracle League, sor�ng food at 

the Food Bank, packaging meals and snacks for local organiza�ons, tabbing Bibles for 

Pregnancy Support Services and many more!   
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Caregiver Support Group 

The Caregiver Support Group will meet in Room 101 at 3:00pm. We will meet on the 1st
 and 

3
rd   Sundays. This small group discusses and shares ways to meet the needs of our older loved 

ones, with special focus on how to care for parents while providing understanding, support, and 

fellowship. If you would like more informa�on, contact Diane Albert at harrydiane@nc.rr.com or 

919-949-1375.  We will meet in Room 100. 

October 13  Support Session 

October 27  4 Ways to pay for Long Term Care 
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We will be hos�ng the ECO Presbytery of North Carolina on Friday evening and Saturday 

morning, October 11th and 12th.  We'll need lots of volunteers to help on those two 

days.  Please keep an eye out for the sign up genius that will be sent out soon.  You are 

also welcome to a5end our worship service at 6:45pm on Friday, October 11. 

Each opportunity has a limited number of volunteer slots  

so please sign up on the TGC website today! 

Presbytery Mee�ng at TGC 

October 11 & 12 
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 5 Tyler & Megan Dice 

 Steve & Kathy Tapp 

6 Dino & Carolyn Jerkovich 

 Adam & Amy White 

8 Geoff & Kim Lloyd 

10 Sco5 & Julie Bales 

11 Benny & Dawn Hutchins 

 Anton & Rosalind Jerkovich 

12 Bill & Valerie Robbins 

13 Bob & Sue Bradley 

12 Mike & Jenn Kirschner 

16 Tim & Susanne Anderson 

 Bruce & Nancy Dykstra 

16 Paul & Robyn Sipe 

20 Chad & Renee Wesson 

24 John & Be5y Watson 

2 Chad Wesson 

3 Dawn MacElroy 

 Abby Wesson 

4 Juliellen Simpson-Vos 

5 Colleen Sco5 

6 Luke Roeber 

7 Thomas Borasky 

8 Tim Anderson 

9 Ellen Roeber 

 Jay Stobbs 

 Elizabeth Gates 

11 Audrey Benne5 

 Jean Watkins 

12 Meredith Riedel 

 

22 Conner Cole 

 Amie Palmer 

 Peggy Pulley 

24 Laurin Jackson 

 Dino Jerkovich 

 Lori Slack 

27 Peggy Anglin 

 Jesse Holton 

28 Amanda Wojoski 

29 Emily Ksor 

 Bruce McAlister 

 Linda  Sheer 

31 Brenda Ingram 

 Sally Marchesan  

14 Sherene Min 

     Jessica Strowd 

15 Will McAndrew 

16 Dennis Steil  

 Amy White 

17 Josie Valgus 

18 Becki Green 

 Betsy Huber 

 Stan Newbold 

 John Simmons 

19 Steve McBrite 

22 Ryan Thurman 

 Savanna Steele 

 

August Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$90,181  $98,987   $84,781   $79,722   +$5,059 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$807,277 $795,731  $815,475  $717,502  +$97,973 
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