May 2019
Dear Friends,
Triangle Grace Church has a really good mission statement. I remember the session working long and hard
years ago to think through what it should say and ﬁnally came up with the text. It is printed on the bulle n each
Sunday and we have put it on countless other publica ons through the years. Let me take this opportunity to
remind you of what it says: “The mission of Triangle Grace Church is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in word
and deed, so that we and all people will come to trust Him as Lord and Savior, be moved to prac ce His teaching in
every area of life, work together as a community of service, and be a visible sign of God’s love.”
Isn’t that great? It reﬂects who we seek to be and what we are trying to do?
There is only one problem with our mission statement. No one seems to actually know what it says. What I
mean by that is this. If I came up to you on a Sunday morning and asked you to tell me
the mission of Triangle
Helpful
Grace Church, I’m guessing you would have a tough me pu/ng it into words especially if I took your bulle n with
the text on it away from you. The ques on that raises for me is this, what good is a mission statement if no one
knows what it is? You can answer that ques on in more than one way. For example, you could say it is helpful
because it s ll contains the underlying principles on which our church operates. We don’t have to know the
speciﬁc words. As long as we are prac cing the principles, we have agreed the Lord is direc ng us to prac ce. If
that is the case, as long as we occasionally review the text to make sure we are s ll being true to our calling, we
should be okay. So, we don’t throw out the statement because people don’t know it, we use it as a reference
point to make sure we are remaining on target. Even if we operate on that premise, however, I think there is real
value in having a purpose that is widely known and can be easily ar culated.
That being the case, let me share with you something that you may not be aware of but I believe will be
signiﬁcant for the life and ministry of our church. Since the beginning of the year, the session and board of
deacons have been mee ng together once a month to work through a study that is oﬀered through ECO. The
intent of the study is to help us make sure we are constantly working to be a ﬂourishing church that makes
disciples of Jesus Christ. Even before we began this study, we had already been evalua ng what we do as a church
family by the criteria of “is this helping us make disciples of Jesus.” Although we have not eliminated our mission
statement and s ll believe it to be a helpful tool, we have also been opera ng from a more simpliﬁed version of it.
We now think more of a three-fold purpose.
We are to love God, love others and serve the world.
Pre8y simple and easy to remember, right? Hopefully everything we do falls into one of those three
categories. Our worship and small groups and Sunday Schools all have the intent of helping us love God and
express our devo on to God. Working at Faye8eville Street School and gleaning sweet potatoes and taking care of
one another help us love others. The support we give to missionaries and through mission trips and also the ways
we reach out locally providing meals at the Ronald McDonald Room at Duke help us serve the world. Of course, I
have given only a few examples of the myriad things we do to fulﬁll this three-fold purpose.
I can assure you the staﬀ and session and board of deacons is commi8ed to doing everything we can to help
us, as a congrega onal family, con nue to be a ﬂourishing church that makes disciples of Jesus. We know that will
happen as we deepen our commitment to love God, love others and serve the world!
Together with you on this journey of faith,
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS!
On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.

Bible Class : The Book of Colossians
Facilitator: Aaron Messer Loca on: Fellowship Hall A
We will study and discuss one of the most important le8ers ever wri8en. Penned by Paul from behind prison
walls, Colossians beau fully lays out the supremacy and suﬃciency of Jesus Christ. This God-inspired le8er to a
church instructs us that what we think about Jesus ma8ers. Our percep on of Him shapes us—what we say, how
we treat others, even what we think. Join us as we worship, learn, and fellowship together.

Fellowship: Mee+ng the Spirit
Facilitator: Jeannie Phelps, Loca on: Fellowship Hall B
Beginning May 12, we will begin this study by Douglas Connelly. Each of the ten lessons features a diﬀerent way
that the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers. As Connelly declares, “The Holy Spirit is eager to work in your
life and draw you closer to God.” All are welcome to come any me.

HomeBuilders: Building Successful Rela+onships
Facilitator: Grant Harvey, Loca on: Room 100
"Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do ﬂows from it." Proverbs 4:23 (NKJ). If everything ﬂows from our
hearts this certainly includes the rela onships in our lives. These rela onships include our marriages, families, friends,
coworkers, etc. Building Successful Rela onships is a 7-week course by Michael & Laura Fletcher to help us understand how
to create, nurture and enhance our current rela onships. All are welcome!

SALT: The Founda+on of True Friendship
Facilitator: Donna Frank, Loca on: Room 101
We all need faithful friends--people who accept us as we are, who seek our best interests, and who s ck with us in a crisis.
Yet being a faithful friend is more important than ﬁnding one. This Fruit of the Spirit Bible study looks at six essen al
quali es we need to become faithful friends. These quali es help us lay a founda on for las ng rela onships.
The SALT Class (Single Adults) is designed to help single adults apply biblical truths in all their rela onships. This class uses a
variety of resources including videos and group discussion.

Young Adults: Establishing Disciples
Facilitator: Amie Palmer, Loca on: Room 201
Establishing Disciples is tailored to young adults, so anyone in their college-aged years to their early 30s, single or
married, will feel right at home. From how phones are changing us to ﬁnding the life you want in Christ, Establishing
Disciples will tackle the unique experiences and challenges of the beginning of adulthood. If you or someone you know is
interested in joining us, contact Amie Palmer at amie_palmtree@yahoo.com for further informa on.

2

Bible Study
The Book of Acts
Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (except Ministry Team Night)

Children’s Ministry

Join us in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the spread of gospel through people
like Peter and Paul. Even if you haven't been in this Bible study before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into
what has been called the Gospel of Amazement.

KID LOVERS WANTED!

Do you enjoy playing with li8le ones, reading Bible

stories and coloring, and/or taking care of sweet and funny babies and toddlers? Maybe
you are a grandparent whose grandkids don’t live close enough to hang out oQen or
don’t have grandchildren at all, but enjoy the imagina on, humor and joy kids bring to
our lives. We have spaces in our Sunday morning worship nurseries where you can give
the giQ of me AND fulﬁll the bap smal promises we make as a congrega on. You will
have to complete a background check in order to hang out with our kids, but it’s worth it! We also invite you
to consider leading or assis ng in one of our Children’s worship classes. We provide excellent curriculum to
those who agree to be scheduled approximately once every 6 weeks. Contact Nancy Holton at
nancyholton@trianglepc.org or call her! She’ll be happy to meet with you and help you determine the best
ﬁt for your giQs and talents!

Hai+ Vaca+on Bible School Trip Opportunity: A VBS trip sponsored by Family Health Ministries and led by
Nancy Holton and Missy Owen is being planned for July 20-27. TGC’ers Missy Owen, Nancy Holton, Kelley
Crabtree and Erika Pawlowski will join with several folks from area churches. You may learn more by
checking out the FHM website at h8p://www.familyhm.org/. Click on Mission Travel to learn speciﬁcs. Call
or email Nancy in the oﬃce with ques ons about the speciﬁc i nerary, the places we go and the ministry of
the people we work with in Hai .

Summer Sunday Club plans: The Children’s Ministries Team is planning now for our Summer Sunday Clubs program. This
summer we will host a 3rd-5th grade group (grade they will enter in the fall of 2018); a Kindergarten - 2nd
grade class and a preschool class. These summer club groups will begin June 9 and run through August
18. Our elementary groups will study a curriculum en tled Biblical Answers to Kids’ Big Ques ons
About God. Ac vi es will include Bible skits, age appropriate discussion groups, games and prayer.
Interested in learning more or helping with this exci ng program? Call or email Nancy in the oﬃce. If
you have not led a children’s group at TGC you may be paired with a co-leader, provided you have
completed our background check process and interviewed with Nancy. We also have opportuni es to work with our Preschool
Club group. This club will be using our favorite curriculum from Gospel Light!
** Please note that kids who comple ng 5th grade will move up to Middle School for Summer Sunday School on June 16.
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Mark your calendars NOW for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Monday, June 17 – Wednesday, June 19 from 6-8 pm
Each evening elementary kids and preschoolers will experience the Bible
stories, applica ons, craQs, games and snacks.
The curriculum is en tled, ROAR: Life is Wild and God is Good!.
We will meet three evenings from 6:00-8:00 pm, Monday through Wednesday, allowing folks to have their
weekends for family and travel, and focusing on building our community of faith!
Our key verse will be Nahum 1:7:, “The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble comes.” The main Bible
point is When Life is Unfair, God is Good! We will focus on the ways God worked in the lives of His people in
Egypt and the wilderness, faithfully taking care of them, even when they were unfaithful!
Middle School students will have their own team program during the same me frame with interest
appropriate ac vi es. An adult VBS will also be oﬀered and taught by our own Meredith Riedel.

Interested in helping with VBS, either now or later?? We’ll be looking for teachers,
decorators, camp counselors/tour guides and more in the months ahead. Adults and senior high students
interested in helping as tour guides, craQ team members, or room decorators should sign the volunteer
registra on list on the sign up board upstairs or in the Welcome Center or email Nancy at
nancyholton@trianglepc.org. There are three theme areas and Bible stories. Volunteers to help plan theme
se/ngs, teacher volunteers? Teachers will be able to select which story they would like to teach.
Register at www.TriangleGrace.org today!

Announcing a Prac+ce Fire Evacua+on for our Children’s Program Areas: MAY 19
One of our most important themes in Children’s Ministries is keeping each other safe. While we know God IS the
ul mate Safekeeper, we have the responsibility as parents and teachers and caregivers, while our li8le ones are
with us! Therefore, we are going to hold a prac ce FIRE DRILL for all children and their parents, Sunday, May 19
at approximately 10:45 during the Sunday School hour. At that me we will sound an alarm throughout the
children's area.

Children’s class teachers will move the children in an orderly fashion to the designated safe mee ng
areas. Parents of infants and/or toddlers will move to the nursery.
In order to minimize anxiety for the li8le ones we will not move them outside to the front circle but in the event of
a ﬁre, that will be the safe place for li8le ones. The oﬃcers on duty will remind adult classes where they would go
in the event of an emergency.

We will provide more detailed informa on to parents a few days
before the prac ce drill, and post signs at the entrances to the
church as a reminder.

4

Youth Ministry

MLY—Major League
Youth

Varsity High School
Youth
High Schoolers meet up every Sunday
night from 6:30-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love
for you to come and join in! If you’re
looking to learn some more—stop by our
high school Bible study on Wednesday
nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.

Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday
night from 4:00-5:30PM at TPC. We
always have a blast—come join us!

The Great Escape June 9-14
VBS June 17-19
Mission Trip June 22-29
Fun in the Son

Contact Pastor Jeff for more
info on youth activities.
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org.

-July 8-13

1

6:00-8:00 Ministry Team

3-5

8-9th Grade Mountain Retreat

5

3:45-5:30 MLY, 6:15-8:00 Varsity
(8th Grade students/parents to Varsity)

12

Mother’s Day, No Youth

15

6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study

19

3:45-5:30 MLY, 5:00 Varsity Mission mee+ng with
parents, 6:15-8:00 Varsity

22

6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study

24-26 College Retreat, Memorial Day Weekend \No Youth
29

6:30-8:00 Varsity Bible Study (Last one of the year)
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Fellowship

Just Older Youth—Thursday, May 9 at 11:30AM
Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having lunch with our older
members and friends. We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Golden
Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful me of great food and fellowship topped oﬀ
with a short devo on led by one of the Pastors.

PAT H WAY S G R O U P : M a y Ev e n t s !
‘Pathways: a Chris an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is

welcome. Con nue to look for speciﬁc informa on in the newsle8er and bulle n.

5/6
5/10
5/20
5/26

Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC
Game night at 7 PM
Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC
Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm -Tomato Jakes

If there are any ques ons or you would like to be added to the Pathways email, please contact
Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com or call the church oﬃce at 919-544-2872.

Ministry Team Dinner

May 1 at 6:00PM

Outreach

On the menu is Teriyaki Chicken, rice, green beans, salad bar, hot dogs and
dessert. The cost is $6 per Middle school and up, and $2 per child with a $20
family cap. Sign up today on the sign-up board or on-line!

The total amount given to Open Table from our
March campaign is $12,300 (that includes the
match). This is almost enough to cover expenses
for 1 year.
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A Baby BoIle fundraising campaign beneﬁ/ng Pregnancy
Support Services (PSS) is going on now. Each family will have the
opportunity to pick up a baby bo8le in the Narthex , take it home and ﬁll it
with silver change. Bills or checks are ﬁne too! If a receipt is desired, a check
must be used. All baby bo8les are to be returned to the church on or
before May 12th.

Calling All Gardeners
Our facili es commi8ee has some terriﬁc volunteers to help keep the inside of TGC running and looking good. We
are currently seeking people who have experience gardening. Knowledge is helpful, and muscle is needed. Your
commitment could be weekly, monthly or quarterly. If you are able to help in any way, please contact Julia
Bales. (919)360-9092 is her cell, and email is julialovesmocha@gmail.com

Caregiver Support Group
We will be rota ng between support sessions and special presenta ons provided by the Triangle Chapter of the
NAIPC (Na onal Aging In Place Council). This small group discusses and shares ways to meet the needs of our
older loved ones, with special focus on how to care for parents while providing understanding, support, and
fellowship with each other. The group operates under the small group ground rules of conﬁden ality. If you
would like more informa on, contact Diane Albert at harrydiane@nc.rr.com or 919-949-1375. Upcoming
mee ngs from 3:00-4:30PM in Room 101:
• May 5

Support Session

• May 19

Planned NAIPC Presenta on: “Technology for Seniors” - Room 206

• June/July

Summer Break

***Please check out our Caregivers support page on our website for our tenta ve schedule for the year.
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Finance

March Budget Report
Pledges

Budget

Contribu ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$90,181

$98,987

$94,935

$85,277

+$9,658

Year to Date
Pledges

Budget

Contribu ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$270,542

$296,962

$297,506

$290,094

+$7,412

Birthdays

12 Aireana Goust
1

Jackson Mercer

3

Pam Norton
Hudson Wojoski

4

Leigh Matan

5

Sherri Ellington

13 Julie Anderson

Anne Nolan

Geoﬀ Lloyd

25 Jonathan Marx

16 Beth Durham

Meagan Saunders

17 Archer White

Haley Saunders

18 Dan Fuchs

Karen McIntyre
6

Sarah Cato

7

Van Jackson

8

Nicholas Min

9

Kent Foerster
Michael Owen

Betsy Ba8on

19 Mary Godwin

Richard Rosenberger

Heidi Jo Hetland

Amanda Lee

Lisa Messer

27 Jon Palmer

21 Isaac Anderson

28 Tim Richter

Gail Nelson

Joe Wi8

John Valgus

30 Kapp Ogburn

22 Natalie Jerkovich

Reuben White

Anniversaries

26 Diane Albert

Bobby McAdams

Lorre Koontz
Bill Link

23 George Hunt

31 John Min

Nancy–Anne Po8s

Lesley Woodall

16 Pedro & Chris na Hill Zabala

26 Lucinio & Helene Santos

17 Joe & Gretchen Mauney

27 Sco8 & Melanie Shadoan

18 Tom & Penny Bitsas

28 Kim & Peggy Anglin

20 David & Lesley McAdams

29 Mark & Jodie Lee

22 Bob & Pam Norton

Ma8 & Heather McLaughlin

Eric & Melody Rodgman

30 Lee & Beth Murphy

Bert & Lesley Woodall

31 Jeremy & Jennifer Mario

25 Perry & Elaine Hinkle
Mike & Jill Shultz
8

9

