February 2019
Dear friends,
I recently had the opportunity to experience an “escape room.” Have you heard about these things or par cipated in
one? The premise is you are locked in a room and have one hour to discover and discern clues that will gain the proper
combina ons that allow you to get to more clues which ul mately allow you to escape. Each room has a story or certain
scenario. In our case we were in a jet airplane that had one hour of fuel and the pilot had exited the cockpit and the door
had locked behind him. He was sick in the lavatory and we had to get to him out so we could get to the key that would open
the cockpit. I may have go%en some of the details wrong, but you get the picture. According to the scenario we were in
grave danger.
I did this ac vity with my adult children and their spouses and will be the ﬁrst
to admit that if it had not been for them, I would s ll be locked in that airplane.
By the way, this room was legit. It had real airline seats with tray tables and real
cargo bins overhead. It was surprising how easily we were swept up into the
game and began feeling the pressure of me as it cked down on the screen in
the upper corner of the room.
As I watched and par cipated along with my kids and as I have thought about
it since, in my view, the “keys to escaping” were paying a%en on to every detail,
working together as a team, being aware of the various skill sets each person
brought to the game and using those appropriately and being willing to recognize
when you needed help. As a part of the game, at any me you could wave your
hand at the screen and a clue would appear to help you move to the next level. With three clues we escaped with just over
four minutes le+ on the clock. That means the plane landed safely.
As my wife will readily tell you, I look at all of life as an illustra on that applies to faith. This experience was no
diﬀerent. I’ve thought about how this “escape room” is a bit like the church. We know we have a purpose. And we each
have a limited me in which to be about that purpose. We each possess certain gi+s and abili es that can be used to
achieve our purpose. And most of the me we ﬁnd our greatest successes when we live out our purpose in community.
In the church we share a purpose. We are here to glorify God and enjoy God forever as the catechism says. We know
that happens when we “seek ﬁrst God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness.” We know we do that as we “love God with all
our heart, soul, mind and strength and as we love our neighbors as ourselves.” And we know life is be%er, we are more
produc ve, and we have a greater impact when we work together, when we do life in community.
Together we do a be%er job of paying a%en on to the details of the ministries we share, and we be%er recognize their
importance. I know my life is made richer by the words of advice and encouragement I hear from others. We each have
been given gi+s by the Holy Spirit to contribute to the mission to which we have been called. Your gi+s help me to be a
be%er follower of Jesus and I hope my gi+s help you in a similar way. We know we only have a certain number of days to
live and work for the kingdom on earth. The clock is cking on our lives and we want to faithfully “ﬁnish the race and keep
the faith,” as Paul says. And of course, we know this is really not our game. There is someone behind the screen who knows
all the answers. We need to remember to make sure we wave our hand o+en to gain the help and strength we need.
I’m grateful for such fun experiences that remind me that we are be%er together!
Together with you on this journey of faith,

PS The escape room I par cipated in is just around the corner from the church on Hwy. 751. It is actually owned by Triangle
Grace members Howard and Nancy Plemmons.
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS!
On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.

Bible Class: A Fragile Stone - Peter: Jesus’ Friend
Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca on: Fellowship A
As much as we enjoy our rela onship with Jesus Christ, imagine what it would have been like to take that a step
further and be His friend when He was here on earth! The apostle Peter had that special opportunity. Michael
Card traveled to Israel to walk us through the friendship between our Savior and the man Jesus renamed The
Rock. In a special video presenta on based on the RBC Ministries television program Day of Discovery, you'll
travel with Michael as he visits the places where Jesus and Peter interacted. You'll listen as Card reveals the
intricacies of their friendship. And then you'll have the opportunity to discuss what you observed in order to make
the teaching of Michael's lessons applicable to your own life. Enjoy the beauty of Israel, the insights of Michael
Card, and a chance to inves gate the unique friendship enjoyed by Jesus and Peter.

Fellowship: Angels
Facilitator: Jeannie Phelps, Loca on: Fellowship Hall B

Thirty-four of the Bible's sixty-six books talk about angels in detail. The word angel occurs more than 250 mes in
Scripture. Jesus himself referred to angels as real beings who were involved in every realm of human ac vity. The Bible also
makes it clear that angels fall into two dis nct groups, the holy angels of God and the evil angels who followed Satan in his
rebellion. Join us on this adventure as we are reminded of things we have learned before and we will learn some new truths to
this wonderful ministry that God's angels have in our life.

HomeBuilders: Anxious for Nothing
Loca on: Room 100
Do you feel weighted down with worry? Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? Are irra onal fears
your constant companion? Could you use some calm?
In this ﬁve-session video Bible study, bestselling author Max Lucado explores God’s treatment plan for anxiety found in
Philippians 4:4–8. As you follow this prescrip on – celebra ng God’s goodness, asking for his help, leaving your concerns
with him, and medita on on good things – you will experience God’s peace. This is a peace that "transcends all
understanding" and will help you reframe the way you look at your fears.

SALT: Thriving in Babylon
Facilitator: Donna Frank, Loca on: Room 101
In this series, Larry Osborne introduces us to a man forced to live in a fast-changing and godless society. This man faced fears
about the future, concern for his safety, and the discouragement of a world that seemed to be falling apart at warp speed.
That man was Daniel, and with the power of hope, humility, and wisdom, he not only survived, but thrived.

The Alpha Course
Alpha Course returns this month and begins on Monday, February 18. You will want to be there if: 1) you have burning ques ons about the
Chris an faith that you were afraid to ask; 2) you want to draw closer to Christ; 3) you want to meet new friends at TGC; or If you said yes to any
one of the above, then please join us for the Alpha Course. We will be exploring the founda ons of the Chris an faith, and you are welcome to
ask any ques on on your mind. Each session also provides me for fellowship and opportunity for developing new friendships. Each session
begins with a meal and con nues with a thought-provoking lesson that takes one deeper in understanding and closer to Christ.
Alpha meets from 6:15-8:30PM every Monday from February 18-May 13. For more info, contact Ed Milligan, 412-908-0419 or email at
revejmilligan@gmail.com.
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Bible Study
The Book of Acts
Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (except Ministry Team Night)

Last year we traveled through Luke, the gospel of amazement. Now we'll con nue to hear Luke's
account of how the gospel made its impact on the world.

Children’s Ministry

Join us in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the
spread of gospel through people like Peter and Paul. Even if you haven't been in this Bible study
before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into what has been called the Gospel
of Amazement.

Mark your calendars NOW for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Monday, June 17 – Wednesday, June 19 from 6-8 pm
Each evening elementary kids and preschoolers will experience
the Bible stories, applica ons, cra+s, games and snacks.
The curriculum is en tled, ROAR: Life is Wild and God is
Good!.
We will meet three evenings from 6:00-8:00 pm, Monday
through Wednesday, allowing folks to have their weekends for
family and travel, and focusing on building our community of
faith!
Our key verse will be Nahum 1:7:, “The Lord is good, a strong
refuge when trouble comes.” The main bible point is When Life is Unfair, God is Good! We will focus on the
ways God worked in the lives of His people in Egypt and the wilderness, faithfully taking care of them, even
when they were unfaithful!
Middle School students will have their own team program during the same me frame with interest
appropriate ac vi es. There will be an adult class, with yet to be announced class foci.

Interested in helping with VBS, either now or later??

We’ll be looking for teachers,
decorators, camp counselors/tour guides and more in the months ahead. Adults and senior high students
interested in helping as tour guides, cra+ team members, or room decorators should sign the volunteer
registra on list on the sign up board upstairs or in the Welcome Center or email Nancy at
nancyholton@trianglepc.org. There are three theme areas and Bible stories. Volunteers to help plan theme
seQngs, teacher volunteers? Teachers will be able to select which story they would like to teach.

3

Hai> Vaca>on Bible School Trip Opportunity
Would you consider mee ng new friends, stepping out in faith and helping with Vaca on Bible School in Hai this summer? A
VBS trip sponsored by Family Health Ministries and led by Nancy Holton and Missy Owen is being planned for July 20 – 27 .
You may learn more by checking out the FHM website at www.familyhm.org/. Click on Mission Travel to learn speciﬁcs. Call
or email Nancy in the oﬃce with ques ons about the speciﬁc i nerary, the places we go and the ministry of the people we
work with in Hai .

Children’s Ministry Dates To Reserve in 2019
♦

Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event Saturday, 2/16

♦

Durham CROP Walk, Sunday, 4/7

♦

Easter Sunday, 4/21 with 6:45am Sunrise Service and breakfast

♦

Wednesday Clubs play and Middle School Youth spagheQ dinner fundraiser, Sunday, 4/28

Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship Class Oﬀering
This year the Session approved collec ng our Sunday Clubs and Children’s worship oﬀering money to help
meet class room needs for our partner school kids at Faye%eville Street Elementary School.
We encourage parents to have their kids earn money to donate and take responsibility for remembering to
bring their oﬀering to church. Oﬀering is collected each Sunday in the classrooms.
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Youth Ministry

MLY—Major League
Youth

Varsity High School
Youth
High Schoolers meet up every Sunday
night from 6:30-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love
for you to come and join in! If you’re
looking to learn some more—stop by our
high school Bible study on Wednesday
nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.

Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday
night from 4:00-5:30PM at TPC. We
always have a blast—come join us!

Contact Pastor Jeff for more
info on youth activities.

The Great Escape 2018 June 9-14

jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org.

Fun in the Son 2018 July 8-13

AIen>on: Conﬁrma>on class will begin on February 17 from 2:00-3:30 PM in Room 206 and run un>l
April 7. Parents must aIend the ﬁrst mee>ng. This class is recommended for 8th grade and up.
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MLY 3:45-5:30, 6:15-8:00 Varsity
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Ministry Team

9

9:00am-11:00am Youth Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
(9-10 for MLY)

10

7:15am YOUTH SUNDAY (8:00am for MLY) Sanctuary, Men’s
Valen>ne’s breakfast, no youth, last $100 Hai> deposit due
4:00-5:30 MLY Girls Time (Room 206)

13

6:30- 7:30 Varsity Bible Study

17

2:00-3:30 Conﬁrma>on Class (with parents),
MLY 3:45-5:30, 6:15-8:00 Varsity

20

6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study

24

2:00-3:30 Conﬁrma>on Class, MLY 3:45-5:30,
6:15-8:00 Varsity

27

6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible
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Fellowship

Just Older Youth—Thursday, February 14 at 11:30AM
Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having lunch with our older
members and friends. We normally meet the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Golden
Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a wonderful me of great food and fellowship topped oﬀ
with a short devo on led by one of the Pastors.

PAT H WAY S G R O U P : F e b r u a r y E v e n t s !
‘Pathways: a Chris an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is
welcome. Con nue to look for speciﬁc informa on in the newsle%er and bulle n.

2/4
2/8
2/24

Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC
Game night at 7 PM– loca on TBA
Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm - loca on TBA

If there are any ques ons or you would like to be added to the Pathways email, please contact
Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com or call the church oﬃce at 919-544-2872.

Ministry Team Night Dinner
February 6 at 6:00PM
Dinner will be served from 6-6:30PM. This months menu is Pork Loin , potatoes, green beans, salad bar & red velvet
cupcakes. A+er dinner, you can join one of our Ministry Teams (with childcare provided) from 7:00-8:00PM. We are all
called to use our talents in service to God and par cipa ng in one of our Ministry Teams is a great way to do this. There is
a team that will deﬁnitely ﬁt your skills and talents.
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Special Events coming up
Calling all TPC Men!

Valentine’s Breakfast
Everyone is invited to the
Annual Valentine’s
Breakfast

We need your help to prepare and serve
our congrega on! We need cooks, servers,
photographer, set-up and clean-up! This
annual event has been hosted by the men
of TPC for over 25 years!
Join us at a planning mee ng on Saturday,
February 2 at 7:30AM at the Golden Corral
on Highway 55.. Please contact Jesse
Holton, jholton@nc.rr.com to let him know
if you can help!

Sunday, February 10
7:45—9:45AM (FLC)
Hosted by the men of TPC!

You are invited
to the 2019 Work as Worship Retreat, where eleven influential business leaders and
pastors will discuss what it looks like to connect faith and work. Taking place as a
1–Day Local Church Retreat on February 22, 2019 at 8:30am, the live event in
Dallas will be web-streamed to over 2,000 churches around the world.
Go to www.workasworshipretreat.org and click Attend Simulcast Event and type in
Triangle Grace Church to learn more and register for the retreat.
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Small Groups

2019 Church-wide Lenten Study

Jesus came to tell us about Himself. We can ﬁnd our sa sfac on in a rela onship with Him, the Person, Jesus Christ.
Through Jesus we can ﬁnd peace, security, and fulﬁllment — everything we need. He is the great "I Am."
In this six-session study, group members will delve into the Gospel of John and learn that Christ is truly more than
enough.
The study is encouraged for everyone, whether you're currently in a small group or not. Every week the sermons will
center around the very same themes you'll ﬁnd when you open the study.
Groups will kick oﬀ the study the week of March 3. This will be a great me to join a small group for the ﬁrst me and
we hope all small groups will par cipate in this church-wide study together.
Get connected on on February 10 between services in the Fellowship Hall or by contac ng Anton Jerkovich at
anton.jerkovich@outlook.com . Books will cost $10 and will be ordered once you sign up.
Gather a Group
If none of our exis ng small groups works with your schedule, why don’t you invite a few people to join you in the
study. A small group can be as small as two people!
Please be in prayer about leading a small group through this study. We will have a leaders training on Saturday, 2/23
at 9:30am. Contact Anton if you would like to par cipate.

Outreach

Please have all book orders into the oﬃce by February 17.
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Birthdays

Finance

December Budget Report
Pledges

Budget

Contribu ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$84,750

$98,334

$161,579

$78,502

+$83,077

Year to Date
Pledges

Budget

$1,017,002 $1,180,065

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$1,148,628

$1,037,800

+$110,828
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Brandon Mauney

13 Judy King

23 Kinsey McMillen

4

Juli Spring

14 San Ksor

24 Leah McAndrew

Mihsong Lee

Chloe Simmons

Kay Walker

5

Jodie Mayton

15 Peter Durham

6

Nancy Holton

16 Won-Kyoo Lee

7

Retha Newbold

17 Kenneth Cato

8

Bill Pohlman

Ray Cobb

9

MJ Rogers

Nicolle Mercer

Ray Rutledge

Bill Sco%

Mary Tanne

10 Ethan Barber

11 Teresa Meriwether
Sco% Riley

Rosiland Jerkovich
26 Alice Decker
27 Ella McAndrew

28 Beth Murphy

18 Serena Palmer

Sam Robbins

19 Catherine Hartwell
Jean Senter

12 Nicol Anderson
Mironda Divers

25 Liz Brushwood

Sco% Shadoan

Kim Richter

18 Bill Pulley

Wally Guer n
Brok Oakley

Anniversaries

Contribu ons

26 Randy & Catherine Hartwell
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