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Dear friends, 

 The front windshield of my car is much larger than the rearview mirror on my car.  There is a reason for that.  When I’m 

driving I should spend most of my �me looking forward.  On less frequent occasions I need to take a glance at the mirror to see 

what might be back there.  I’ve found taking such a look is especially important when I’m contempla�ng doing something different 

like changing lanes.  I have also found that I can be encouraged to con�nue my journey by taking a look back on where I have been 

and think about the hand that has been guiding me. 

 Like driving my car, I think most of our �me and energy in the church should be spent looking forward.  In looking ahead we 

discern how we will navigate the course that lies before us.  Saying that, it is certainly helpful to take an occasional glance toward 

the past as well.  Some�mes it is in looking to the past that we gain insight concerning how we will approach our present and 

future.   Looking to the past can also provide encouragement and comfort as we approach new challenges on the road of life.  

 As we stand on the brink of this new year, I seem to be especially mindful of the importance of looking ahead but also 

learning and preparing for what lies ahead by glancing toward the past as I remember the absolute faithfulness of God.   

 As you well know this is the first �me we are beginning a new year as Triangle 

Grace Church.  Much has happened to bring us to this place.  As I look ahead, I am 

excited and encouraged by what I see in our future.  I look forward to opportuni�es of 

fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ who have a common passion for the 

Gospel.  I now actually look forward to going to Presbytery mee�ngs.  I look forward to 

mee�ngs with the Session and Deacons where we will be learning how we can be more 

effec�ve in seeking to be a “flourishing church that makes disciples of Jesus Christ.”  In 

January those two boards will be mee�ng together for six months so we can work our 

way through an ECO curriculum that is designed to help do just that.  We have also 

already volunteered to host the fall mee�ng of the Presbytery of North Carolina.  On 

October 12th representa�ves of the nearly 20 ECO churches across our state will come 

to Triangle Grace to engage in worship, fellowship and study.  I hope many of you will 

be willing to volunteer on that day to welcome these folks and get to know them as we 

have opportunity to serve them. 

 With our new, brightly lit sign in place on Hwy. 54 and with our new website up and 

running, we have officially “rebranded” ourselves as Triangle Grace Church.  People 

who pass our way are beginning to take no�ce that something new and different is 

going on here.  Our desire was never to simply change our name or our physical 

appearance.  We want our neighbors to know us on a deeper level.  We want Triangle 

Grace to become known more and more as a place where the Gospel is preached and 

grace is offered and lived out day by day.  The leadership team is asking the ques�on 

more and more frequently when evalua�ng the things that we do, “Is it helping us to 

make disciples of Jesus?”  And we are opera�ng under the simple mandate that we are to “Love God, love others and serve the 

world.”  As we look to the future our task will be to get the word out to our neighborhoods and friends that there is a place for 

them at Triangle Grace.   

 We are living in a �me when church a;endance is down, but in my view the need for what we have to offer is up.  We have 

been chosen by God to be the conduits of his good news.  We have the privilege of proclaiming to a hur�ng world the life 

transforming message of God’s love and grace.  I pray that we will enter this new year with not just a new name, but with a new 

passion to share that good news. 

 

  Together with you on this journey of faith, 

Dear TGC family, 

For over 31 years Diane and I have 

had opportunity to walk this journey 

of faith with you and we count each 

day of that journey as a blessing and 

a privilege.  Through the years we 

have felt your love and support in 

countless ways.  Especially during 

this past year, we have sensed your 

prayers li>ing us up as we worked 

through the transi�on into ECO.  We 

are grateful for all the special ways 

you have touched our lives during 

our �me at Triangle and are 

especially grateful for your love and 

generosity through the Advent and 

Christmas season.   

    With love in Christ, 

   Ray and Diane 
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JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS! 
 

On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.  
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Bible Study  

The Book of Acts 

Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM (except Ministry Team Night) 

Last year we traveled through Luke, the gospel of amazement.  Now we'll con�nue to hear Luke's account of how the gospel 

made its impact on the world.  Beginning in 2019 our Wednesday evening Bible study will focus on the Book of Acts which is 

Luke's second volume.   

Join us beginning on January 16 at 6:00 PM in room 206 as we study Luke's account of the beginnings of the early church and the 

spread of gospel through people like Peter and Paul.  Even if you haven't been in this Bible study before we would love to 

have you join us now as we delve into what has been called the Gospel of Amazement.   

Bible Class:  A Fragile Stone - Peter: Jesus’ Friend 

Facilitator: Various Facilitators, Loca�on: Fellowship A 

As much as we enjoy our rela�onship with Jesus Christ, imagine what it would have been like to take that a step 

further and be His friend when He was here on earth! The apostle Peter had that special opportunity. Michael 

Card traveled to Israel to walk us through the friendship between our Savior and the man Jesus renamed The 

Rock. In a special video presenta�on based on the RBC Ministries television program Day of Discovery, you'll 

travel with Michael as he visits the places where Jesus and Peter interacted. You'll listen as Card reveals the 

intricacies of their friendship. And then you'll have the opportunity to discuss what you observed in order to make 

the teaching of Michael's lessons applicable to your own life. Enjoy the beauty of Israel, the insights of Michael 

Card, and a chance to inves�gate the unique friendship enjoyed by Jesus and Peter. 

   Fellowship:  Titus 

Facilitator:  Jeannie Phelps,  Loca�on: Fellowship Hall B 

Titus: Good Doctrine and Godly Living in which we will examine a le;er from Paul to Titus, his close friend and protégé. At the 

�me, Titus was leading a troubled church on the Island of Crete. 

    HomeBuilders:  Look for new study in February 

Loca�on:  Room 100 

Homebuilders is a class that is open to all, interac�ve and conversa�onal, focused on fostering fellowship and discipleship in 

such areas as marriage and family rela�onships, paren�ng, financial stewardship, and other parts of our daily walk with God 

    SALT:  Thriving in Babylon 

Facilitator:  Donna Frank, Loca�on:  Room 101 

In this series, Larry Osborne introduces us to a man forced to live in a fast-changing and godless society. This man faced fears 

about the future, concern for his safety, and the discouragement of a world that seemed to be falling apart at warp speed. 

That man was Daniel, and with the power of hope, humility, and wisdom, he not only survived, but thrived.  

The SALT Class (Single Adults) is designed to help single adults apply biblical truths in all their rela�onships.  This class uses a 

variety of resources including videos and group discussion. 
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Wednesday, January 9 at 7:00PM 

Join us for Ministry team night dinner, followed by our planning mee�ng. Parents, volunteers and interested 

folks are invited for prayer and input into how we can most effec�vely minister to our children, birth thru 5th 

grade and their families. Agenda items include plans for our preschool and elementary family Jammies and Sock 

Breakfast on January 12 and our upcoming Dads and Daughters’ Dance on Friday, February 22.  

Lenten, Spring and Summer Planning Lunch 

Teachers, parents and other volunteers—join us on Sunday February 3 at 12:30 pm in room 100.  We will be praying, 

planning and focusing on our Lenten ac�vi�es, Teacher and Volunteer Apprecia�on, and recrui�ng for Vaca�on 

Bible School teachers and decora�ng teams.  Lunch will be provided with homemade soup, salad and chocolate.  

Want to help with breads, cheese and other desserts?  Text Nancy or call her at 919-630-1851. 

Socks & Pajamas 

Breakfast & Sock Hop 

Mark your calendars for a fun and faith filled morning with kids and 

parents on Saturday, January 12, 9-10:30AM.  We will share simple 

breakfast items together (with plenty of coffee), bring white men’s and 

women’s socks to donate to the Open Table Ministry for the Homeless, and 

play games in our sock feet in the Family Life Center and Welcome Center.  

Did you know you can “skate” on the floor in your sock-feet? There will be 

winter related ac�vi�es, but NO real ice or snow involved.  Games for all 

ages will be included, as well as some simple “pain�ng” ac�vi�es with 

shaving cream, and lots more.  Make new friends and celebrate the light of 

Jesus in the darkness of January! RSVP to Nancy or  sign up on our website. 

        Upcoming Children’s Events 

• Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event (formerly STOP Hunger Now)—Saturday, February 16 

• Dads and Daughters Dance—Friday, February 22, 6:15-8:00PM 

• Sunday Clubs and Kids Worship Seder Meal/ Durham CROP Walk—Sunday April 7 

• Sunday Clubs Resurrec@on Morning Sta@ons/Palm Sunday—Sunday, April 14  

• Easter Sunday, April 21—with 6:45 Sunrise Service and breakfast & Regular Worship schedule 

• Wednesday Clubs Play and Middle School Youth SpagheB Dinner Fundraiser—Sunday, April 28  

5:00PM 

• Vaca@on Bible School 2019—Monday, June 17 – Wednesday, June 19, 6:00-8:00PM 

Want more informa#on?  Contact Nancy at nancyholton@trianglepc.org. 



   

4 

DivorceCare and DivorceCare For Kids  

Thursday, January 17, 6:00-8:00PM 

DivorceCare for adults is a video and discussion based support group for those in our church and/or community who are dealing 

with divorce, separa(on and/or blended families and is offered at the same (me as a new session of DivorceCare for Kids. Both 

groups are led by experienced facilitator teams who are members of TGC.  Core values are encouragement, confiden(ality and 

listening without judgement. If you would like to register for either or both programs you may contact the church office at 

office@trianglepc.org. or 919-544-2872, or text Nancy Holton at 919-630-1851. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT DC4K? Games, cra@s, music, snacks, exercises and Bible verses teach children to relax and rest secure in God’s 

love. Each week a video drama presents stories of children who are experiencing divorce-related challenges and are finding help and 

encouragement. For more informa(on about DC4K, go to www.dc4k.org. You can also find parent resources at www.dc4k.org/

parentzone 

WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? Program ac(vi(es begin at 6:00PM and conclude at 8:00PM. 

WHY SHOULD A CHILD OR FAMILY PARTICIPATE?  DC4K provides a safe place with ac(vi(es that help kids recognize and learn to share 

their feelings, while being affirmed as a child of God.  There will be consistent staff including trained teachers as well as other loving 

volunteers.  This is NOT a counseling program.  Blaming parents is NOT encouraged and confiden(ality is extended to kids unless kids 

express intent to harm themselves or others.  Would you like more informa(on or want to pass along informa(on to folks you 

know?   Contact Nancy Holton at nancyholton@trianglepc.org. 

Please help us spread the word to your friends, colleagues and family members if applicable! 

Wednesday Clubs for Kids Spring Semester Session  

Wednesday, January 30 at 4:30pm   

You may pick up a registra�on form or register on our website.  Clubs provide Bible study, 

recrea�on, meals and music and drama prepara�on for our spring musical, April 29.   All 

kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited!!!  Call Nancy in the office or contact her 

at nancyholton@trianglepc.org  for more informa�on.  Childcare for children of volunteers 

is provided.  We will be studying “The Honor Club:  Learning to Honor God and Others”.   

The musical is en�tled, “Happily Forever A>er (NOT a Fairy Tale)”, produced by Li;le Big 

Stuff Publishers.  

Want to join the Clubs program support team?    If you did not help first semester, but would like to join a support team, 

please call Nancy. Opportuni�es include cooking for one or two meals during the clubs program, helping with recrea�on 

from 4:30 – 5:00PM, or coaching kids as they learn memory verses, also from 4:30-5:00PM. 

Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship Class Offering 

This year the Session approved collec�ng our Sunday Clubs and Children’s worship offering money to help meet class room 

needs for our partner school kids at Faye;eville Street Elementary School.  

We encourage parents to have their kids earn money to donate and take responsibility for remembering to bring their 

offering to church.  Offering is collected each Sunday in the classrooms.   

Do you have a daughter who would love to dress up and dance with her Daddy?  We have the event for you. 

Mark your calendar for Friday evening, February 22 from 6:15-8:30.  There will be yummy heavy appe�zers, 

fruit and beau�ful cookies and desserts.  Games and dancing will follow the food presenta�on!  Each Dad will 

receive a copy of the excellent and readable book by Dr. Kevin Leman, Be the Dad She Needs You to Be.  

Registra�on will begin in January, both online and in the Welcome Center.  The cost per family is $30, which 

covers food, book and will help us pay our wonderful DJ, Walter Storholt! 
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1 Charlie Andrews 

 Beverly Holzhauser 

 Tom Rahlan 

2 Jim Pease 

4 Ben Barker 

 Landon Cole 

 Linda Hannon 

5 MJ Hall 

 Catherine Rehder 

 Menda Spell 

7 Cortney Nall 

9 Julie Hotchkiss 

 Hannah Wang 

11 Heather McLaughlin 

 Susan Sherron 

12 Claire Lincoln 

13 Coleen Christopher 

 Diane Cobb 

 Pat McQuay 

 Carol Wi; 

14 Ruth Landrum 

 James Nall 

15 Karis Jackson 

 Brian Riley 

 Be;y Watson 

20 Eric Shadoan 

21 Greg Euliss 

 Roy Whitmore 

22 Susan Barker 

B
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s 23 Mary Louise Grant 

 Adam White 

26 Nicole;e Granata 

 Robert Flinn 

27 Benjamin Mauney 

 Sydney Simpson-Vos 

29 Susan Johnson 

 Steve Tapp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Noah & Suzanne White 

13 JD & Liz Swinney 

15 Chet & MJ Rogers 

22 Tim & Kim Richter 

24 John & Lee Jones 

28  Donna & Jose Monzon 
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I am very grateful for this church community and for the 

opportuni�es to share in your joys and your sorrows. It is 

truly a blessing to be able to share our lives together. Thank 

you for your prayers and for encouraging me in so many ways 

throughout the year and recently with many wonderful gi>s 

and kind gestures during Christmas. I count it a true blessing 

to minister at TGC. May each of you and your families be 

blessed this new year.  

Through God’s grace,            

Jeff 

Fi
n
an

ce
 November Budget Report 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$84,750  $98,334   $82,070   $89,131   -($7,061) 

Year to Date 

Pledges  Budget   Contribu�ons Expenses  Net Gain/Loss 

$932,252 $1,081,726  $987,049  $959,298  +$27,751 
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Youth 
Middle Schoolers hang out every Sunday 

night from 4:00-5:30PM at TPC. We al-

ways have a blast—come join us!  

Varsity High School 

Youth 

High Schoolers  meet up every Sunday 

night from 6:30-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love 

for you to come and join in!   If you’re 

looking to learn some more—stop by our 

high school Bible study on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the church.  
Contact Pastor Jeff for more 

info on youth activities. 

jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org. The Great Escape 2018 June 9-14 

Fun in the Son 2018 July 8-13 

 

January 

4  7:00 PM–8:00 AM MLY Lock-In (eat before arrive,  $10 for Broomball) 

6  5:00-6:30 Hai@ Vision Mee@ng ($100 due),  

  6:15-8:00 Varsity Kick-off 

9  Ministry Team 

13  3:45 – 5:30 MLY, 6:15 – 8:00 Varsity 

16  6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study 

20  12:45 Varsity lunch,  

  3:45 – 5:30 MLY 

  6:15 – 8:00 Varsity 

23  6:30 – 7:30pm Varsity Bible Study 

25  7:00 PM-8:00 AM Varsity Lock In: (eat before you arrive, $10) 

27  3:45 – 5:30 MLY 

30  No Varsity Bible Study 

“ I Don’t Need 

Glasses”- Acts II 
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Just Older Youth—Thursday, January 10 at 11:30AM 

Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy having 

lunch with our older members and friends.  We normally meet the 2nd 

Thursday of the month at the Golden Corral on Hwy 55 at 11:30AM. It’s a 

wonderful �me of great food and fellowship topped off with a short 

devo�on led by one of the Pastors. 

Fe
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PAT H WAYS  G R O U P :  J a n u a r y  Ev e n t s !  

‘Pathways: a Chris�an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is welcome.  

Con�nue to look for specific informa�on in the newsle;er and bulle�n. 

    If there are any ques�ons or you would like to be added  to the Pathways email, please contact  

Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com  or call the church office  at 919-544-2872. 

1/11  Pathways game night (watch email for details) 

1/27  Sunday Brunch following late service around 12:45pm -  

   loca�on TBA 

Look for emails regarding Volleyball dates  

Ministry Team Night Dinner 

January 9 at 6:00PM 

If you don’t come out for Ministry Team Night…..WHY?  You get a delicious home cooked meal, with 

dessert, from 6:00-6:45PM at a very low cost ($6/middle school-adult, $2 children 4 yrs-5th grade with a 

$20 family cap).  This month is chili, salad bar, hot dogs and chocolate éclair 

cake.  From 7:00-8:00PM, you can par�cipate in one of our Ministry Teams (with 

childcare provided).  We are all called to use our talents in service to God and 

par�cipa�ng in one of our Ministry Teams is a great way to do this.  There is a 

team that will definitely fit your skills and talents.   

A NEW YEAR TIME OF PRAYER 

Enter the new year with peace in your heart. 

Come spend a @me of reflec@on and prayer in the church sanctuary 

PuBng your heart in order for the new year. 

When:  Saturday, January 12     7:30am- 12noon 

            Devo@onal materials will be provided or you can bring your own. 
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A Covenant Con�nues 
 

In 2009 a team of TPC members returned from a short 

term trip to Hai� and presented a bold idea for a long 

term commitment to 29 students who were beginning 

their educa�onal experience at the Chris�an school in Cite 

Soleil. Seeing the condi�ons in Cite Soleil and catching a 

glimpse of the poten�al that educa�on offers, the team 

asked the congrega�on and friends if they would be 

willing to sponsor an en�re class of pre-K children for 

their en�re academic careers under the supervision of Jacky and Pastor Leon Dorleans. The 

response was an enthusias�c endorsement and since that �me, Pastor Leon has encouraged 

other congrega�ons to adopt a similar covenant and several have! 
 

During the last nine years, many things have changed in Hai� (including the devasta�ng 

earthquake that struck on January 12, 2010, several hurricanes and changes in government 

administra�ons) and some things remained on track. Of the 29 original students, we now have 18 

who are enrolled for this academic year. These students have been able to make steady progress 

as they advance along the demanding curriculum that Jacky manages as she seeks to develop the 

future genera�ons of leaders for Hai�.  
 

All of “our” students are on one of four different campuses (Cite Soleil, Terre Noire-Blanchard, 

Repatriote-Menelas, or Baryè Fè) all within the Chris�an school system that Jacky oversees, and con�nue to 

overcome many challenges as they (and their families) strive toward a brighter future. Thankfully, thirteen 

have progressed to 7th grade and are well on their way to being prepared for the na�onal exam which they 

will take a>er 9th grade. The other five students are in elementary school and should be advancing to Baryè 

Fè next year. Over the years, teams from TGC  going to Hai�  have met with the teachers, students and their 

parents to offer words of encouragement for the sacrifices they make to keep these children in school. 
 

With our focus being on a long-term rela�onship with these students and their families, we will need 

contribu�ons from many sponsors in order to assure that we can fulfill our covenant. Some of our families 

have used this opportunity to emphasize financial choices within the family, preferring to set aside money for 

a student in Hai� rather than ordering a pizza perhaps, and we want to affirm that approach. Others have 

used the sponsorship effort to reach out to friends or family members to invite them to par�cipate and pray 

for this class. We enthusias�cally encourage you to consider the best way for you to join this covenant. The 

current cost for one 7th grade student for one year is $720 and $400 for one elementary student for one 

year. We have sent our sponsorship check for this academic year, but it is important that we have the 

funds available as our students con�nue their progress. 
 

Please join this covenant by praying for the students, their parents 

and teachers and sending your contribu�on. Although we have not 

established a deadline for enlis�ng support nor a minimum amount 

of money to join this effort, whatever you feel called to do will help 

the covenant to con�nue. Checks should be made out to Triangle 

Grace Church with Hai� school support indicated on the memo line. 
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