December 2018
Dear friends,
For years around Christmas me Diane and I have sent out one of those “here’s what has been going on in our family for the
past year” le ers. It goes out to rela ves and friends that we don’t get to see very o!en. Diane writes down a list of signiﬁcant
things month by month and then it is up to me to put it into le er form. I’m guessing you have either wri en or received those sorts
of le ers through the years. Wri ng that le er causes both Diane and me to look back over the year and think about the things that
we consider to be signiﬁcant with our kids and grandkids and with ourselves. It is about me to begin working on the 2018 edi on of
that le er which has caused me to ponder what such a le er would look like for the past year if I were wri ng it for Triangle Grace
Church?
It would be a le er that included sadness and joy and humor and serious thought.
It would include stories of some of our number who lived long and fulﬁlling lives before transi oning to their heavenly homes
and it would include the stories of others who seemed to leave us too quickly.
It would include stories of how we have grown deeper in our faith and more constant in our trust of God through Bible studies
and small groups and Sunday School classes where we have sought to know more about Jesus and how we can more faithfully follow
him. It would tell of signiﬁcant worship services where we felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in unmistakable ways. It would include
mes gathered around tables in fellowship and mes when we have been circled around one of our own in prayer. It would speak of
lively discussions about faith and life that happen every Sunday in various classrooms.
It would at least have a paragraph about the signiﬁcant me our youth spent at their camps during the summer and the
excitement they showed when they returned home. It would also recount how they went on a ski trip when there was no snow to
speak of on the mountain.
Diane and I would love to have you and your family
It would have to tell about our children and their enthusiasm and
(children are especially welcomed) come to join us for
how they are quick to have answers to even deep ques ons during the
our annual Open House for the TPC family on
children’s sermons. It would speak of how they are learning in their
Sunday Clubs and how much they have grown in their faith through
December 9th. Feel free to drop by any me between
Wednesday clubs and yes, how they entertain us through their musicals.
1:30 and 4:00 PM. We hope you’ll come and share a
It would let you know about the JOY Group (senior adults) and how
me of fellowship as you enjoy some cookies, candy
they love joining together monthly at the Golden Corral to share a meal.
and other goodies (there are non-sweet and gluten
And it would make sure to let you know how they had a wonderful me
free items) Diane has prepared for you.
mee ng other believers and con nuing to grow in their faith at the Cove.
You’ll ﬁnd us at 2405 Oleander Drive in Durham.
It would talk about a church that was willing to step out of its
Ray and Diane
building and in some cases its comfort zone to serve others through
gleaning and preparing meals and even through washing cars.
It would speak of a church family that is quick to respond to the needs of the community and the world through gi!s of money
and through the gi! of their presence. It would note a commitment to sharing the gi!s that God has given us by allowing others to
use the building or vehicles entrusted to us.
It would certainly include a paragraph or two about our denomina onal journey and how last February we were oﬃcially
dismissed from the PCUSA by the Presbytery of New Hope. It would include a word about the generosity of some of our members
who made it possible to pay our presbytery debt without adversely aﬀec ng our ministry. It would tell about a change in name and a
new website and new members.
It would certainly be a le er chocked full of stories of the faithfulness of God and the abundance of God’s blessings.
These are just a few of the things the le er might say. What would you add?
Together with you on this journey of faith,
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION CLASS!
On Sundays at 10:00 AM there are a variety of classes open to anyone who is interested.

Bible Class: The Ways We Do Christmas
Facilitator: Garry Crites, Loca on: Fellowship A
Advent is here, and with it a host of sights, sounds, and smells. Many of our Advent and Christmas
tradi ons can be traced to the Bible itself. Others have their roots in the lives of great pillars of the
faith over the centuries. S ll others are not Chris an at all in origin, but were brought into the
church by young Chris ans from Roman, Cel c, and Germanic tradi ons. Come and join us as we
explore why we do Christmas the way we do. You may even walk out of the class with a few new
tradi ons that will help your family celebrate the birth of our Savior.

HomeBuilders & Fellowship Class will be joining the Bible Class for the month of
December.

SALT: Thriving in Babylon
Facilitator: Donna Frank, Loca on: Room 101
Larry Osborne introduces us to a man forced to live in a fast-changing and godless society. This man faced fears about the
future, concern for his safety, and the discouragement of a world that seemed to be falling apart at warp speed. That man was
Daniel, and with the power of hope, humility, and wisdom, he not only survived, but thrived.

The SALT Class (Single Adults) is designed to help single adults apply biblical truths in all their rela onships. This class
uses a variety of resources including videos and group discussion.

Bible Study
The Book of Luke
Wednesday Nights at 6:00PM— 12/5 & 12/12 ONLY
Remarkable for its rich detail, precise language, and me culous research, the Gospel of Luke contains insights into the
life and ministry of Jesus that only a master historian could have uncovered. Dive into this book and feel the
amazement of the people in Luke’s gospel as they encountered ﬁrsthand the Messiah of Israel.
Join Pastor Ray in room 206 as together we make our way through the Gospel of Luke. Even if you haven't been in
this Bible study before we would love to have you join us now as we delve into what has been called the Gospel of
Amazement.
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Children’s Ministry

Advent Opportuni7es: Advent begins December 2
Family Advent Calendars are available in the Welcome Center. We also have a Seek out
the Savior Advent booklet with devo ons and Seek and Find puzzles. Each child will
receive their own in either Sunday Clubs or Children’s worship. You can also purchase one
for grandkids, neighbors or others you want to share the good news with for $1 each.

Join us for our Wednesday Clubs Dinner and Musical
December 2 at 5:00PM
You will not want to miss this evening of fellowship, food and entertainment. Our Senior High
will prepare and serve a delicious Chili Dinner and Kids Clubs will perform a spectacular “Carol
and the Belles” musical. Your generous dona ons for dinner help our Senior High students
a end the Fun In The Son (FITS) camp in July 2019.
The seLng is humorous, but the message is biblical and will leave you with songs of Christmas
ringing in your heart. Dinner will be served at 5 in the FLC and
overﬂow rooms, and the musical will begin at 6 pm.
Reserve childcare for kids 4 years and younger with an RSVP to
Nancy at nancyholton@trianglepc.org.
Go to our website today to sign up for dinner.

Children’s Sunday Clubs Birthday Par7es for Jesus
If you are interested in providing cupcakes, cookies or juice for one of our Sunday
Clubs classes on December 9, please contact Nancy in the church oﬃce or email her
at nancyholton@trianglepc.org. We are also looking for folks who might be willing
to prepare a gluten free snack for those children who are not able to eat wheat
products.

Christmas Eve Services Childcare Informa7on
Childcare for children who are 7 years old or younger will be oﬀered at the 4:00PM service (no childcare for
8:00PM service).
1. Please RSVP to Nancy at nancyholton@trianglepc.org if you plan to bring a child or children to one of our
children’s care groups for the 4:00PM service.
2. Let Nancy know If you are willing to help with the child care during the 4:00PM service . You could s ll
par cipate in our candle ligh ng at the 8:00PM service! Your me with the children is a wonderful love gi! to
families with young children! If you enjoy cra!s with 4-7 year olds OR would rather help with babies, please let
Nancy know your preference!
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A new session of Divorce Care and Divorce Care For Kids
Thursday, January 17
Divorce Care for adults is a video and discussion based support group for those in
our church and/or community who are dealing with divorce, separa"on and/or
blended families and is oﬀered at the same "me as a new session of Divorce Care
for Kids. Both groups are led by experienced facilitator teams who are members of
TPC. Core values are encouragement, conﬁden"ality and listening without
judgement. If you would like to register for either or both programs you may contact the church oﬃce at
oﬃce@trianglepc.org. or 919-544-2872, or text Nancy Holton at 919-630-1851.
WHAT HAPPENS AT DC4K? Games, cra>s, music, snacks, exercises and Bible verses teach children to relax and rest
secure in God’s love. Each week a video drama presents stories of children who are experiencing divorce-related
challenges and are ﬁnding help and encouragement. For more informa"on about DC4K, go to www.dc4k.org. You can
also ﬁnd parent resources at www.dc4k.org/parentzone
WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE? Program ac"vi"es begin at 6:00PM and conclude at 8:00PM.
WHY SHOULD A CHILD OR FAMILY PARTICIPATE? DC4K provides a safe place with ac"vi"es that help kids recognize and
learn to share their feelings, while being aﬃrmed as a child of God. There will be consistent staﬀ including trained
teachers as well as other loving volunteers. This is NOT a counseling program. Blaming parents is NOT encouraged
and conﬁden"ality is extended to kids unless kids express intent to harm themselves or others. Would you like more
informa"on or want to pass along informa"on to folks you know? Contact Nancy Holton at

Do you have a daughter who would love to dress up and dance with her Daddy?
We have the event for you. Mark your calendar for Friday evening, February 22nd
from 6:15-8:30. There will be yummy heavy appe zers, fruit and beau ful
cookies and desserts. Games and dancing will follow the food presenta on!
Each Dad will receive a copy of the excellent and readable book by Dr. Kevin
Leman, Be the Dad She Needs You to Be. Registra on will begin in January, both
online and in the Welcome Center. The cost per family is $30, which covers food,
book and will help us pay our wonderful DJ, Walter Storholt!
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Socks & Pajamas
Breakfast & Sock Hop
Mark your calendars now for a fun and faith ﬁlled morning with
kids and parents on Saturday, January 12, 9-10:30AM. We will
share simple breakfast items together (with plenty of coﬀee),
bring white men’s and women’s socks to donate to the Open
Table Ministry for the Homeless, and play games in our sock feet
in the Family Life Center and Welcome Center. Did you know you
can “skate” on the ﬂoor in your sock-feet? There will be winter
related ac vi es, but NO real ice or snow involved. Games for all
ages will be included, as well as some simple “pain ng” ac vi es
with shaving cream, and lots more. Make new friends and
celebrate the light of Jesus in the darkness of January! RSVP to
Nancy or look for the sign up on the website, coming soon!

Children’s Ministry Dates
To Reserve in 2019
•

Socks & Pajamas Breakfast & Sock Hop for Preschool and Early Elementary families and kids,
Saturday, January 12, 9:00-10:30AM

•

Divorce Care for Kids (DC4K)—13 week session beings, Thursday, January 17, 6:00-8:00PM

•

Wednesday Clubs Spring session—Wednesday, January 30, 4:30-7:30PM

•

Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event (formerly STOP Hunger Now)—Saturday, February 16

•

Dads and Daughters Dance—Friday, February 22, 6:15-8:00PM

•

Sunday Clubs and Kids Worship Seder Meal/ Durham CROP Walk—Sunday April 7

•

Sunday Clubs Resurrec7on Morning Sta7ons/Palm Sunday—Sunday, April 14

•

Easter Sunday, April 21—with 6:45 Sunrise Service and breakfast & Regular Worship schedule

•

Wednesday Clubs Play and Middle School Youth SpagheA Dinner Fundraiser—Sunday, April 28
5:00PM

•

Vaca7on Bible School 2019—Monday, June 17 – Wednesday, June 19, 6:00-8:00PM
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Advent
Opportuni%es of Worship and Fellowship
December 2
Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM
Sr. High Chili Fundraiser Dinner at 5:00PM (FLC)
Wednesday Clubs for Kids Musical at 6:00PM (FLC)

December 9
Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM
Open House at the Cobbs from 1:30-4:00PM

December 16
“Invita on to a Miracle” Christmas Cantata at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM

December 23
Worship at 8:45 & 11:15AM, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00AM

December 24
Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 & 8:00PM
Communion at both services, candle light at 8:00PM service.
(Childcare provided for children 7 and under at the 4:00PM service)

December 30
Single Worship service at 10:00AM, No Sunday School
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Youth Ministry

MLY— Major League
Youth

Varsity High School
Youth
High Schoolers meet up every Sunday night from
6:15-8:00PM at TPC. We’d love for you to come
and join in! If you’re looking to learn some
more—stop by our high school Bible study on
Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30 PM at the
church.

Middle Schoolers hang out every
Sunday night from 3:45-5:30PM at
TPC. We always have a blast—come

Contact Pastor Jeff for more
info on youth activities.
jeffspainhour@trianglepc.org.

“ STADIUM LIGHTS”
December
2

3:00-7:15PM

Varsity Chili Dinner, No MLY

5

6:30-7:30PM

Varsity Bible Study

9

3:45-5:30PM

MLY

6:15-8:00PM

Varsity

12

6:30-7:30PM

Varsity Bible Study

14

5:45 – 7:45PM MLY Christmas Party

15

6:00 – 8:00PM V Christmas Party

24

4:00 & 8:00PM TGC Christmas Eve Service

25

Merry Christmas!

30

No Varsity Small Group

January
4

MLY Lock In

6

Varsity Kick Oﬀ
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Only one more gi! card order before Christmas!
Support TPC youth groups and purchase scrip gi!
cards for those on your shopping list. Or use gi! cards
to purchase gi!s from popular vendors such as
Amazon, Macy's, Target, LL Bean and more! Pick up an
order form in the Welcome Center. Next order is due
December 2.

Thank you
Dear Church family,
I would like to extend my sincere thank you for the kind cards and plant sent to my
family in memory of my mother. I appreciate the kindness and prayers.
Blessings,
ScoK Owen

Thank you
Dear Ones, I have been overwhelmed by your loving kindness this year,
expressed in the many notes, giLs, cards, words of encouragement, and
most importantly, prayers. I appreciate each and every one of you. Thank
you for taking the 7me to minister to me and especially for praying for me
this year. These acts have been a wonderful witness of God's love in
ac7on.
Much love in Christ,
Teresa Meriwether
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Fellowship

Reminder: There is not a ministry team night in December, we
will resume January 9th. (Note: It’s the 2nd Wednesday, not ﬁrst)

Just Older Youth—Thursday, December 13 at 11:30AM
Come out and have lunch with those of us who are… “Just Older Youth” or who enjoy
having lunch with our older members and friends. We normally meet
the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Golden Corral on Hwy 55 at
11:30AM. It’s a wonderful me of great food and fellowship topped
oﬀ with a short devo on led by one of the Pastors.

PAT H WAY S G R O U P : D e c e m b e r E v e n t s !
‘Pathways: a Chris an journey through life.’ Pathways is a place where anyone is welcome.

Con nue to look for speciﬁc informa on in the newsle er and bulle n.

12/3
12/14
12/17
12/30

Volleyball– Cancelled
Game night star ng at 7 pm - watch email for host loca on
Volleyball at 6:30PM in the FLC
Sunday brunch following late service @12:45pm– watch email
(Note this is the 5th Sunday due to the Christmas weekend)

If there are any ques ons or you would like to be added to the Pathways email, please contact
Kelley Crabtree kelleycrabtree@nc.rr.com or call the church oﬃce at 919-544-2872.
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Finance

Outreach

Special Friends at TGC
You are invited to adopt a Special Friend. Your special Friend will appreciate
cards, phone calls or visits throughout the year. Their informa on will be
provided to you.
The Congrega onal Care Ministry Team hopes that you share the feeling that
it is a special blessing to be able to share our me and ourselves with others
as we par cipate in this ministry. You can contact Anne Nolan at 919-4891641 or email her at annenolan2@fron er.com if you have ques ons or need
addi onal informa on about this ministry.

October Budget Report
Pledges

Budget

Contribu ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$84,750

$98,334

$133,716

$82,477

+$51,239

Year to Date
Pledges

Budget

Contribu ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$847,502

$983,387

$904,658

$870,521

+$34,137

Year End Contribu7ons
End of Year Contribu7ons must be in the church oﬃce no later than Noon on Monday, December 31
in order for them to count toward your 2018 giving. If you plan to mail your contribu on, please be
sure and send it so that it arrives by December 28. If you plan to donate stock, please plan to make the
transfer by December 15. The church oﬃce will close at noon on December 31.
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Birthdays

1

Penny Bitsas

14 Anne e Swart

Lee Jones

16 Colleen Loree

Robert Mercer

Aaron Messer

19 Lori Bray

Tim Wojoski

26 Sandy Fuchs

Rene Riley

Ron Kanour

3

Taylor Thurman

Barbara Kinnaird

5

Susan Ficks

21 Susan Richards

Alexander Min

Janie Ward

22 Ma hew Gibble

Nicolaus Shultz

Marie Ward

27 Carol Dolle
Claire Harvey

Gretchen Mauney

7

Sarah Vance

23 Sheila Mann

Dusty Ellington

9

Michael Tilley

24 Grant Harvey

John Leasure

Mark Lee

Laura Owen

10 Patrick Gibble
Addison White

25 Caroline Flinn

Cora Swinney

12 Alex Taylor

Emily McAndrew

29 Isabelle Thurman

13 Kim Lloyd

Robin Winfrey

31 Joey Shafer

Deb Simmons

Su on Wojoski

12 Pete & Pam Catlin

Anniversaries

28 Emma Durham

14 Bruce & Ali McAlister
15 Claire & Ned Lincoln
Michael & Lori Slack
20 Kapp & Lynne Ogburn
21 Ron & Lelah Kanour
24 Doug & Evelyn Steele
28 Jim & Lorre Koontz
30 Dennis Steil & Cindy Camille
31 Sco & Beth Owen
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